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The following conditions govern the awarding 0 
sash prizes of $100 monthly for Nutshell Stories, and the 
manuscripts of such writers only as have complied with 
all these requirements will receive consideration. 

All the necessary particulars being here clearly set 
forth, it will be useless for any one to seek further in- 
formation or personal favors by addressing the editor, 
as such letiers cannot be ansiered. 

1, Only persons whoare regular paid up yearly sub- 
wribers to Comfort” and who send with every manu- 
wript atleast eo new yearly subscribers (together with 
B cents to pay for each subscriber so sent) may compete 
for the prizes, 

2. All contributions must have the number of words 
hey conlain plainly noted thereon in addition to the 
wruler’s full name and address with nom de plume if de- 
wred; must be written on one side of the paper only 
widressed (o EDITOR NUTSHELL STORY CLUB care @, 
TOMFORT, AUGUSTA, MAINE. 

3, Ali stories must bestrictly original ith the contribu- 
vrs, and must not have appeared in print before. 
gettors may write upon any subject, whether based upon 

et, Janey or fiction—of adventure, love, war, peace; oF 
rity or country life, or of erperiences on land or sea—but 
0 Hory must contain more than 2,000 or less than 1,000 
tords, 

4, NO MANUSCRIPT WILL BE RETURNED UNDER ANY 
NRCUMSTANCES AND COMPETITORS SHOULD THERE- 
TORE RETAIN A COPY OF WHAT THEY SEND, 

&. The writer of the best original story rill receive $30 
mash; of the second best, $25 cash; of the third best, $20 
sash; of the fourth best, $15 cash; and of the fifth best, $10 
gash. Remittances will be sent by check as soon as awards 
lave been made. 

No premiums will be given for subscriptions sent in 
wider this Short Story Prize Offer. 

The Publishers of “Comfort® reserve the right to pur- 
whase at their established rates any stories submitted 
wider the foregoing offer, which failed to secure a prize. 

far Writers who hear nothing of their manuscript may 
at the end of 90 days after submitting them to Comfort 
feel at liberty to offer their stories for sale elsewhere. 
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Frances Mallette Hawley, Bridgeport, Conn., 
First Prize. 

L.S. Fowler, Stepney, Conn., Second Prize. 

Charles Edward Barns, Flushing, L. I., Third 
Prize, 

Mrs. Emma A. Lent, 1033 Howard St., Peek- 
skill, N. Y., Fourth Prize. 

Mrs. 8S. M. Maverick, Northport, N. Y., Fifth 
Prize, 


THE LADY IN VELVET. 
Written For Comrort BY FRANCES M. HAWLEY. 
Copyright, 1894, by The Gannett & Morse Concern. 


VERY ONE has a 
“Fad” tis said, 
“Fad” defined, 
(S)) meaning craze on 
ig some one particu- 
¥ lar subject. Mine 
-was velvet. I 
adored it! 

I wore it in every 
possible way of 
dressing, and upon 
all occasions, but was not possessed of the 
Means wherewith I could dress myself 
completely in it, as I would have liked to. 

Jack Hamlin, my handsome youngcousin 
—who by the way was only a third cousin, 
orl should never have consented to become 
his wife in the autumn—knowing my pen- 








Com- | 





chant forthis luxurious fabric had mis- 
chievously declared, “It must be your wed- 
ding gown, Ethel.” 

“Too expensive, Jack,’’ Ianswered laugh- 
ingly. 

“One can be allowed any extravagance at 
such a time,” persisted Jack, and added, 


‘| with a look of pride in his fine eyes as he 


turned me toward the mirror close by us: 
“There is a form that is well worthy of 
velvet and shall have it, too, if Ican have 
anything to say about it.” 

“Nonsense, Jack dear,’’? I said, blush- 
ingly turning from the glass and his fond 
gaze, “that issomething I may think of, 
but in our poor circumstances it would be 
the height of folly for me, poor Ethel Deer- 
ing, typewriter for McCadmus and Arthur, 
Attorneys at Law, etc., to be arrayed in 
white velvet! We determined on white, 
however, no matter what the material 
might be, you remember Jack?” 

“Could I forget?” whispered my foolish 
lover, and added, with great earnestness 
and sincerity, ‘Some day you shall wear 
the white velvet, or any other color you 
choose. I am not always going to be a 
poor reporter on the ‘American Rusher’! 
Just wait until my book comes out, the 
great American novel that people are wait- 
ing for the wise editor to publish.” 


“All things come to him who has patience 
to work and wait,’ I repeated with an en- 
couraging smile. But at thesame time I 
made the mental calculation, privately, 
that the much more simple cotton, or wool 
fabrics, in lieu of velvets, would have to do 
for many a year to come. 


But what was so secondary a thing as 
dress to Jack and me? We had each other’s 
honest and sincere love, and, with that as 
the propelling power in our lives, we could 
well do without the commodities that be- 
long to the wealthy alone, and are often 
the only thing in their lives that brirg 
them distraction and cover the aching, 
empty hearts beating beneath the silken 
gowns. 


My time, however, was coming, the day 
when I should be arrayed in all my glory in 
the lovely fabric I loved. But under what 
terrible circumstances I was to wear it, I 
had never imagined, even in my wildest 
thoughts or dreams upon the subject. 


It is with the hope of throwing some 
light on one of tbe strangest affairs that 
ever an ordinary, plain-going individual 
like myself was mixed up with, and of 
which I am still in ignorance of the denoue- 
ment, that I give this strange story to the 
public. It may bring to me the last chap- 
terin my novel experience, and save me 
from the insinuations of those who still 
believe I dreamed it all, while I know 1 did 
not. 

It came about in this way—and when I 
have told you the true facts in the case, 
judge if I could have possibly dreamed it. 

I had a week’s vacation in the late 
autumn, and had accepted an invitation to 
spend it with my mother’s sister, Aunt 
Maria, who lived in the city of T.— in the 








best of style, she having married Mr. 
Charles Holton, a wealthy banker, who was 
generous to a fault—and consequently it 
was a great pleasure for me to spend a week 
with my aunt and cousins Blanche and 
Olive Holton, and enjoy their lovely home 
and the luxurious living for even so brief a 


time. I loved all these things, but being a 


sensible girl I did not let it make me} 


miserable—longing for what could not be 
mine. 

Jack came to see me off at our little 
station, and put me aboard the 
train, with numberless injunctions to be 
careful of myself, intermingled with sun- 
dry other little speeches that were of no 
importance to anyone but my appreciative 
self. 

“T wish I were going with you,” he said, 
gloomily, among other things that all the 
world might hear. ‘Iam so troubled with 
a fear that something will happen to you.” 


I laughed him out of his fears, although I 
would have liked to have had him go with 
me, as it was my first trip by this line. I 
had explicit directions where to change 
cars, and at the end of the route my aunt 
or cousins would meet me, so I had no 
fears. 

Full of the excitement of youth and the 
delights of traveling, I enjoyed myself 
thoroughly, watching the scenery fly by 
and the passengers as they entered at the 
various stations along the way. 

At oneI noticed a lady enter who at once 
attracted my attention by the beautiful 
suit of velvet she wore, of the loveliest 
shade of violet-blue, with mantle of the 
same trimmed with Russian sable, and the 
daintiest little hat trimmed with white 
pompon feathers. 

“Is this seat engaged?’ inquired the 
sweetest voice, I thought, that I had ever 
heard, and the face that smiled down at me 
was equally beautiful. 

I hastened to assure her that she was 
very welcome to the seat with me, and 
made room for her cordially. How per- 
fectly charming she was. I was fascinated 
by her in every way. 

When I told her I was going to T—, she 
said, “I am so glad! 
company allthe way. It is not pleasant to 
travel alone,’’ she continued, ‘‘and one can- 
not always find a genial companion. Iam 
fortunate this time.’”? And again she gave 
me that delicious smile. 

Ishyly put my hand upon the rich folds 
of her dress, not thinking she would ob- 


serve me. 
“Do you like it?” she asked, with such 


gentleness that I recovered at once. 

“T love it!’ I exclaimed rapturously. 

She opened her eyes, which were of the 
same hue as her dress, in some surprise, 
and replied a trifle wearily, “Do you like it 
so much? I detest it.”’ 

I looked my surprise but made no answer. 

Perhaps she was wearied with it because 
she had so much of everything of the kind 
that it palled upon her, while I longed be- 
cause of the deprivation of the same. Such 
indeed is life. 


Now I shall have) 
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rhe cars stopped at a station further on 
She arose hurriedly, saying, ‘“‘This is where 
we change; come quickly, or we shall be 
carried by.’’ 

Supposing that she knew better than I 
about it, I followed her as she had com- 
manded, although it did not seem to me to 
be at all like the place I was told to change 
at. 

“How long shall we have to wait for the 
next train?” I asked of the station master, 
feeling ill at ease on account of my sudden 
exit from the train. 

“Two hours, miss,’”’he answered promptly. 

“Why, I was told that I should only have 
to wait ten minutes,” I said in alarm. 

“You should have gone on to the next 
station. The regular change is madethere,”’ 
he answered coolly. 

“J-I—thought this was the station you 
just referred to,’’ faltered the lady in vel- 
vet. 

“Oh, what shall I do!” I cried out in 
alarm. ‘What will they think when Ido 
not get there on time, as 1 wrote I would?” 

“Tam so sorry,”’ panted the lady in gen- 
uine distress, and turning to me with tears 
in her lovely eyes, added, “I will do the 
best I can to retrieve my mistake. We will 
goto the hotel and have our dinner, and 
you can telegraph your friends that you 
were detained, and tell them you will be 
there on the next train.” 

“Sorry, miss, but the high wind last 
night blew down our wires, and our line is 
not in use yet. But assoon as it is, you 
can send word at once.” 

“Please don’t be angry with me,” she 
begged, so humbly and sweetly that I tried 
to brighten up, although I was very much 
put out. 

There was nothing to do but to go to the 
hotel and have some dinner and make the 
best of it. She had not meant to put me 
out so. It was alla mistake, of course. 

After a very nice meal, which she in- 
sisted upon paying for, she said, “I am go- 
ing to take a room, and get a little of the 
dust off from my dress. Will you come 
with me?” : 

I had nothing else to do, so agreed to ac- 
company her after the landlord had as- 
signed her the room. 

Hastily she threw off her rich velvet 
dress, and stood, looking so girlish and 
pretty, in her delicate lace trimmed under- 
clothing. 

“Try it on,’’ she said merrily, pointing tc 
the elegant garment that lay in a heap on 
the floor. I blushed red as a rose. 

The temptation was strong. We were 
about the same build and size. 

Why not? I thought. 

I would like, for once, to see how I would 
look and feel all dressed in my favorite 
velvet. I could not resist. 

Off went my demure gray cashmere ina 


hurry. | d 
“TI will try on yours,’?’she went on in 


high glee. 

Soon we were laughing and giggling like 
two little school girls over our rapid trans- 
formation. 


> 
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‘Presto, change!’ she cried, holding out | let my folks know what has become of me. 
her beautiful arms. ‘See what a nun your | They will be so alarmed. I hardly think | 


ComFrort. 


pray dress makes me look. And you, why, ' they will ever trust me to leave home alone 


you look every inch aqueen! Lovely! 
she cried, clapping ber small hands. She 
paused thoughtfully for asecond or two, 
ini then said eagerly: 

“Iam going to go down and ask the 
andlord for my bill, just to see if he will 
notice the change. e won’t know me, I'll 
warrant. Give me your hat and veil, and 
make the whole thing complete,” she went 
on gayly. “I will be gone but a moment. 
Oh, what fun!” gleefully clapping her 
hanis. Before I could remonstrate, she 
Was gone, 

I waited for her to come, with the 
story of her success or failure. What kept 
her so long? 





I stood in my beautiful robes of velvet. 
looking indeed like some other very rand 
person Who had stepped into },oor Ethel 
Jecring’s shoes. 

If Jack could see me now! I thought 
proudly, 

Hark! I hear the tramp of men’s feet in- 
stead of the light fairy-like ones of my 
lovely new found friend. The door flew 
open violently. 

“Here she is!’? called out a deep voice 


with evident satisfaction, and three officers | 


of the law entered. 

“What does this mean?” I asked with 
astonishment. 

“Be quiet, miss, and you will not be 
i ai answered one of them, sooth- 
ingly. 

“But where is the lady whose dress I 
have on and who has mine?” I stammered 
helplessly. 

“She's all right,” laughingly, “it’s only 
you we want.” 

“What do you want of me?” I asked, be- 
ginning to be dreadfully frightened. 

I heard him whisper to the landlord who 
had just come in: ‘‘She is crazy as a March 
hare. She escaped from the L— insane 
retreat early this morning, and we only got 
on her track through a telegram sent by 
your station master.” 

“He said the lines had blown down,” I 
cri«! out, horrified at the man’s falsehood 
to me. 

“Ah, that was a neat little ruse, my dear. 
He had received our telegram, (as had all 








the stations along the line) to hoid a lady , 


with a velvet violet-colored dress, who 
was—’’ he touched his head significantly. 

“But, my dear sir, I am not crazy,” I 
cried in horroz. 

“Oh, no! that is what they all say,” 
fsughingly: 

Great heaven! what a terrible situation I 
was in. 

“Surely, sir,” I said appealing to the 
keeper of the hotel, “you must know that I 
was not dressed in this velvet dress, when I 
came in here.” 

“Poor thing,’ he murmured, turning 
away from my Pleading wala a deep sigh; 
and turning to the officers, said, ‘‘There 
was another lady with her. But she paid 
the bill, and said the other lady was ill and 
phae peleaus would soon be here to care for 

er. 

“Poor girl!’? commiseratingly said 
another man, aside. “She imagines that 
this other one changed dresses with her.”’ 

“Yes,’”? returned the landlord. ‘The lady 
in gray said that the one in velvet was not 
quite herself. I thought she meant not 
feeling well. Strange she left her likethis.” 

“Come, Miss Allstyne, put on your hat 
and wrap, and take a nice ride with us; 
that’s a good girl,’ coaxingly said the one 
I took to be the leader, and whom I after- 
wards discovered was a detective. 

And here was I, Ethel Deering, a poor 
innocent little typewriter girl, being taken 
fora maniac, and about to be shut up ina 
retreat for the insane, all through my ob- 
durate love for velvet. 

Ugh! I should hate it all the days of my 
life after this! 

“Oh, sir, please telegraph to my friends 
and they will tell you Iam as sane as you 
are,’ I cried, clasping my hands, while I 
trembled from head to foot. 

“She may be,” began the sympathizing 
host. 

“They always talk like that,’ replied the 
man coolly. ‘They’re never crazy, you 
know. Oh, no,’ laughing with pitying 
sarcasm. 

“Won't you help me??? I groaned, turn- 
ing to the landlord, encouraged by his 
pitying gaze. 

“Tam powerless,’ he answered turning 
away as if unableto bear the sight of my 
pleading face. 

I believe I went temporarily insane in my 
fright and terror. For I began to tear o 
the hateful dress like a true maniac. 

“Take it off! The hateful thing. Iwon’t 
wear it!”? Iscreamed. Off flew the hooks 
and eyes, buttons and pins in every direc- 
tion. ‘ 

I did not seem to remember that there 
were men in the room. 

My head whirled around likea top, and 
then I fainted. 

When I came to, I was lying on a bed in 
the same room, and a lady was bending 
over me. ‘ 

“Where am 1?’’ I asked faintly. 

‘You are all right, my dear,’ she an- 
swered soothingly. 

‘hose dreadful men!” I gasped. 

“They're gone and you are safe,” she re- 
plied, adding at my inquiring look, “The 
other lady sent back your dress, with an 
explanation that proved you to be the 
wrong person.’? 

“Where is the velvet dress?” I asked with 
a shudder. 

“They took it with them,” she replied. 

I arose with alacrity and began to put on 
my poor despised cashmere, that was by 
far dearer to me then thanall the velvets 
in christendom. 

“Why not rest awhile?’ coaxed my host- 
ess. “You need it after your dreadful ex- 
perience, lam sure. Do you feel all right, 
now?”? 

“T feel better,” I returned, ‘“‘and now that 
Tam safe. 1 feel as if I could not rest until J: 





us I shall care to.” 

I telegraphed tomy aunt Maria that I 
had been detained, and would let her know 
on what other date I should come to T—. 

I took the next train home. My nerves 
were too shaken to go visiting just then. I 
must go home and see mother and Jack. 

Imagine their surprise to see me come 
walking in that evening, just as it was 
growing dark. 

Jack, dear fellow, had run over to com- 
fort mother in my absence, and found her 
nearly beside herself with terror from the 
contents of a telegram that had preceded 
mine to T—, saying: 

“Ethel not on half-past one train. What 
is the matter?” and signed with my aunt’s 
name. 

Jack was about to board the next train 
to search for me, when, luckily, I came. 

Itold my story inan excited way, and 
burst into a fit of weeping that threw me 
into a raging fever. I was ill all through 
my vacation. 

One day I heard the doctor tell my mother 
and Jack, “I don’t think it ever happened, 
at all. She had worked too hard, and was 
onthe eve ofa fever when she left home. 
She fell asleep and dreamed it, and it 
seemed so realistic to her, that she imagines 
it to beso. It is too absurd on the face of 
it, to be true,” he added, while laughing 
good naturedly. “Nothing but the vaga- 
ries of fever, that’s all. She has always 


been a little off on velvet,you say?” turning § g' 


to mother. 

“Ever since she wasa babe,’’ returned 
my parent, anxiously. 

“Phat accounts for it. Plain as the nose 
on your face,’ retorted our medical ad- 
visor, with decision. 

“Do you think I dreamed it, Jack?” I 
asked soberly, one day when convalescent. 
He tried to evade me by saying: 


“There, dear, we won’t talk about it. I, 


only know this, you won’t go off on any 
more trips alone.” 


“If it was all imagination, why be so. 


afraid of my traveling alone?” 
maliciously. 

“One can’t tell what really might hap- 
pen, seu know,” he answered gravely. 
“I shall have you safe in a few weeks,” he 
added, with a tender smile. 
you shall not only wear velvet dresses in 
your delirious dreams, but shall wear one 
at least in reality, let us be rich or poor.”’ 

“Jack, I shall never wear the dreadful 
stuff again,’ I said solemnly. “I hate it 
since—since that time!” 

Now did I really dream it? I know I did 
not! 

What a strange thing to happen outside 
of a two volume novel! 

Oh! did I, or did I not dream it? 

Every day I worried myself with this 

uestion, and suffered from the thought 
that Jack and my mother only humored 
me in eae. to believe in my adven- 
ture. But at last an explanation arrived 
and forever set me right in the eyes of 
those who loved me. 

Our wedding day—Jack’s and mine— 
dawned one bright and beautiful December 
day. 

We were going to Washington, and perhaps 
further south, on our bridal tour. 

Our presents were very nice and many of 
themwaluable. Just before we were ready to 
leave the house, after having been solemnly 
made man and wife, there came another large 
package. 

I was curious to know its contents. and 
waited for it to be opened. I war so glad that I 
did! It contained awhole piece of the most 
exquisite dark blue violet colored veivet I ever 
saw—save one. Onit was laid an envelope. 
hastily, and with trembling hands, opened it. 

IT took out a check for one thousand dollars! 
and a note. which ran thus: 

“To the Lady in Gray:—The Lady in Velvet 
sends a greeting upon her wedding day, and 
not only wishes her much joy, but extends to 
her the most grateful thanks for her part en- 
acted in the little drama of the day in which 
they exchanged dresses, for thereby the Lady 
in Girray saved the Lady in Velvet from a hor- 
rible fate. It was to force the Lady in Velvet 
tomarry a man of her friends’ choosing, that 
they had incarcerated her—a sane person—in an 
insane retreat. She escaped and by the help of 
the Lady in Gray, met her own chosen lover, 
and outwitted them all by securing a husband's 
care and protection. 

“May I hope that the enclosed small gifts 
will, in a measure, palliate the deception used 
by the Lady in Velvet. and win pardon for the 
sorrow and trouble caused the Lady in Gray? 

“And above all, she may be sure that she has 
the everlasting gratitude of my husband, and 
his wife. Signed, The Lady in Velvet.” 


—_- 


SAVED BY THE BABY. 


asked, 
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Na lovely hillside, 
=\among the rocks 
= and white birches, 
=/ stood a good many 
years ago a little 
nest of a cottage 
that seemed really 
a part of its sur- 
roundings, for, be- 
ing guiltless of 
paint. it formed no 
contrast to the 
moss-grown bow!l- 
ders and the gray 
November sky. 


we 


.LN 


their late fruit of 
scarlet berries ornamented the porch of the 
little cabin, from which could be seen a 
valley where a turf-grown road, like a green 


and white ribbon, shone uncertainly in the 
distance. 


“And then, 


Trailing vines with | 





It was just thistime in the year, three 
ears before, that Jack Weldon had 
rought his young bride tothis humble 


l | It’s| again in allmy lifetime. And I don’t know; home, and, having been reared in these 
1 pity that you can’t wear it all the time,” ; 


)lonely wilds, she was almost as strong and 
‘courageous as Jack himself. Jack was a 
; famous hunter and trapper and was away 
from home for days, leaving Grenell to the 
protection of a huge uncertain tempered 
canine suggestively named Nero, who was 
; chained at the rear of the cabin. 
Grene}l took care of the house, milked the 
cow, gathered the winter store of nuts 
kept her small home spotlessly neat, and 
even wove carpeting; a carpet loom having 
been a wedding present from her mother, 
who had, with the custom of those times, 
sold many a bright-hued roll at the town 
exchanging the proceeds for groceries an 

dry goods. Grenell loved her loom, and 
spent many an hour in the little room in 
the loft which had been fitted up for its 
occupancy. 

| With the opening of Spring came the 
journcy to town to dispose of the furs and 
‘skins. This was taken on horseback, and 
‘it was in the gray of early morning, one 
‘April that Grenell will never forget, that 
Jack disappeared down the winding path 
toward the highway, waving adieux to the 


‘pretty wife who watched him from the. 
Even at this carly hour there wasa. 


‘door. 
spectator. A dark-browed, sinister look- 

ing man, clad as a hunter, followed by a 
starved hound, crossed the clearing and 
disappeared in the woods beyond. Grenell 
watched him out of sight with a feeling of 
_misgiving to which she was an utter stran- 
er, 

“Pshaw!’’ she said, giving herself ashake 

-as she entered the house; “what am I 

‘afraid of, with such adogas Nero, and a 
loaded revolver?” 

As the day wore away with no incident, 
the evil-looking hunter passed out of her 
mind. A few days later he was brought 

back to her remembrance in a startling 
manner. 

It was a warm day far in advance of the 
season. Little Benny, a sturdy baby of 
; two years, played around the door, which 
was open. Grenell, sccing him contented, 
stole away to her loomand sang softly as 
she wove in the bright-hued rags. Sud- 
‘dedly the song ceased in the middle of a 
bar—a sound of stealthy footsteps, and 
simultaneously the door of the little room 
closed and the stout wooden staple shot 
into its hasp. This simple device had been 
adopted because it was easy of construc- 
tion; and when at work Grenell always 
kept the door ajar, so that any means of 
opening from the inside had been con- 
sidered unnecessary. Simultaneously with 
the locking of the door, Grenell threw her- 
self likea tigress against it; then, realizing 


the futility of such efforts, she became sud- , 
Varied sounds met her ears— ; 


denly calm. 
evidently the intruders (how many were 
there, she wondered!) were looking for 


something, for they were moving the furn- ; 


iture about, opening and shutting drawers. 


_ The dishes jingled and crashed as desperate | 


hands moved them, and mingled with this 
were the baby’s gleeful shouts, showing 
‘that, as yet, he had met no stranger. 

» Grenell looked wildly around her narrow 
cage. One little window—only a few 
/ inches square—lighted it, and from it she 
could see Benny moving about in the sun- 
shine, picking up things—treasures no 
doubt to his childish mind—and putting 


them carefully into his ‘apron which he- 


held by the corners. Nero suddenly be- 
came uneasy and tugged frantically at his 
chain, seeing which Benny let goall his 
. treasures and started up the hil 
the kennel. The mother’s heart sank 
‘within her at the sight of this new danger. 


1 Would he dare go near the growling dog? 


Yes, he kept on resolutely. She screamed 
to him from the window, but he only 
| laughed, threw her a kiss, and went on 
| faster than before. He held out his hands 
,coaxingly. Nero growled ominously but 
| paused and licked the little hands and face. 
‘Then Benny noticed something bright on 
the dog’s collar and thought he would like 
‘it. He pulled and tugyed with all his 
/ strength, and Nero, evidently thinking he 
was to be released, bent his head good- 
inaturedly. Tothe agonized mother these 
: minutes seemed as hours as she stood at 
‘those four small lights of glass, vainly 
‘wishing its dimensions ep hie of ad- 
mitting her plump form. Suddenly a glee- 
ful shout from Benny, and he sat down to 
investigate the bright collar, while Nero 
shot like a dark streak to the house. The 
‘next instant growls and curses, inter- 





mingled with a terrible struggle, seemed to | 


| shake the little cabin’s foundations. 
“Oh, if Jack would only come!”’ moaned 
ithe wretched prisoner. “What if he 
shouldn’t come to-night?” and her next 
breath was a gasp. After what seemed 
hours to her over-strained nerves, there 
wasasuddensilence. What had happened? 
Had Nero been killed, or had he routed the 
enemy, whom she felt sure was the pseudo 
hunter, and, yes, he must have come after 


lthe money Jack got for the furs. She! 
/ strained her ears to catch a sound from be- | 


.low that should relieve her suspense, and 
they were greeted by the plaintive little 
cry: “Mamma, mamma, where is ’00?” 

‘Mamma come by and bve,’’ she called 
With affected cheerfulness, and Benny 
‘laughed and became silent. Then another 
call, “Benny ’ants his supper.’ “By and 
bye, when papa comes,” she called back. 

Gradually the shades fell around the lit- 
tle cabin. Baby was alone with the name- 
less horrors below—no mamma, no fire, 
no supper--while baby’s protector was a 
_prisuner to whom the day’s events were 
-mysteries unsolved. ‘Poor little Benny, 
he’s gone to sleep without his supper, I 
' guess,” she said, with a sob in her throat. 
, It was quite dark when achecry whistle 
‘announced the return of the hunter, and 
' Grenell’s overtaxed nerves gave way. “Jack! 
‘Jack!’ she cried faintly, and became un- 
conscious. 

“Why, what are you all in the dark for?” 
, Was Jack’s first salutation; then his foot 
caught on a soft substance, and Nero's 





Intrepid - 


towards | 


=___— 


—_== 


answering bark astonished him beyong 
measure. Great was his horror when he 
succeeded in getting a light. His Jittie 
Benny lay sleeping with his head pilloweg 
) on Nero’s breast, while in the further coy. 
ner lay the limp figure of aman. Bioog 
drops spattered on the shining white fioo, 
and scraps of the man’s clothing scattereg 
here and there showed the desperate Strug- 
| gle that had occurred before Nero caught 
him by the throat and killed him. Every. 
‘thing was in the direst confusion—thep 
. was no fire, no wife! Where was Grene|i7 
He called loudly—no answer rewarded him. 
| He searched the little room—alas, that was 
‘easily done, and, because he must look 
somewhere, he sprang to the loft. The 
door was closed—of course she was not 
there, but—he held the light above his 
head as he peered inside. His heart gavea 
quick bound of terror, and he raised the 
woman’s head tenderly. 

“Ah,” he breathed, ‘‘she has only fainted 
; —better so, till I clear the house of its hor- 
rors.”’ 

When Grenell opened her eyes she was 
lying on her bed, Benny was sleeping be. 
side her, Nero lay stretched on the best rug 
the house afforded, and Jack was getting 
supper. 
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ES,” said the Major, 
brushing a speck 
from his immaco- 
late uniform wit) 
the tips of his fin- 
gers, “you may talk 
about a military 
reverence for the 
uniform or clerical 
respect for the 
cloth; but we are 
not to be compared 
with the crow. His regard for the glossy 
dignity of his raven coat is amazing; and for 
; Autocratical deportment, when on duty, he caa 
give us points.” 

We were seated under the deodars of the 
Major's own compound north of Candy, Cey- 
‘lon, talking over the bare table after tiff, 
, lighting our cigars and waiting for the coolie 
_ to bring the coffee. 

“Yes, sir,’ he continued, ‘a crow is the only 
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plack cree ation for its own blackness, and | 
gense of La with contempt upon everything 
Jouks ti the human family it is the opposite; 
white. 20 an goes down the valley vonder 


fhe 


te peak lt 


ne neve 
air of sup 
white trash, you 


jc you present : 
ma oeetrices 1 can not only walk like you, 
ni 


 tean fly over your heads, and talk much 
ae and jouder, and look as pretty when the 
i vg are around; butimy nobility is by birth, 
Lid yours is mercly by education and— 
M ? 
sJutbess” 
ole Majo 
finished care 








i} 
r began pouring the coffee with the 
olaman wy i that * Spot a 

< n would bea blot upon the whole 
This an ELS LaAry and then resumed. “You | 
Page now that We have had a great revolu- 
ere inthe crow kingdom. There are abouta 
Fegusane of themin the valley, and all sworn 
aiab one yonder as never was a tribe sworn | 
to its native chief. In this great conspiracy | 
the Julius Cesar of the crow world fell most , 
jgnominiously, and his tine black feathers were 
scattered to the four winds by the autocrat’s 
own former allies. It was a great event and 
witnessed by every crow for miles; and so 
vehemently applauded by them that I was ob- 
jiged to leave the compound and go down the 
wiley to tiffin at the barracks.” | ; 
Well, Major, give me the history,” said I., 
“You have aroused my curiosity.” . | 

-[ meant to, and Tmean to arouse it more,” 
said the officer of the Tenth. “Remember first, 
however, that it is no casy honorto be crow 
bing in this valley. The autocrat must not 
only be Aterror to humans in general, but to 
crows in particular; and, not content with 
achieving his position, must maintain it with 
iceds of daring worthy of his pitch of place. 
He must lead all battles and must have the 
inost commanding ‘Caw!" sothat his orders may | 
be heard for miles. He must train his scouts, 
superintend all projects and take the initiative 
in matters of extreme peril. The former crow 
Cesar could do all this with gallant grace, but ; 
one task set before him was too difficult, and 
the invincible tell. 

“Lhad invited the General from Columbo up i 
from the barracks to tiftin. The feast was one ; 
of my very choicest, and, as the General was al- | 
ways taciturn when there were a number of 
guests, and I wished to confer with him upon 
his plans. took upon myself to entertain him 
alone. That Io was particularly desirous of 
having everything just so was evidently dis- 
covered by the Casar of Crowdom who had, 
possibly, been informed by his scouts; for, dur- 
ing the feast, the big fellow came to the open 
windows, first at one end of the bungalow and , 
thea at the other, strutting up and down the 
sills with head cocked on one side and an air 
of importance that was ludicrous to behold. 
There was an ominous silence about the com- 
pound—a silence I knew to be the caim before 
the storm, the hush before battle; and so it 
proved. Course after course was served in pre- 
cise style,and the conference was becoming :ni- 
mated when the pheasants were brought on— | 
two fine young birds, luscious and brown, with 
sauce of the General's own liking. A fork was 
missing, and I despatched the boy for one. No 
sooner was he gone on theerrand thanat the 
furtherend of the room from where the big 
cruw Was strutting majestically, two of his) 
«lies set up a fierce warlike cry and flew at, 
each other like game-cocksina pit. The Gen- | 
eral paused, dropped his wine-glass, and his! 
usually severe face relaxed. It struck us both 
as bcing very humorous; but no svoner were 
our heads turned in that direction than the 
honorable Casur crow quietly walked over, 
hopped up on the table, took one of the savory 
brown pheasants in each claw.,and was half 
way back to his window before he was discov- 
ere I made a dash for him, heading him off; 
but instead of letting go, he preferred to fight 
for the prize rather than to face his allies with- 
out the booty, suffering this humiliation. 
While Iwas struggling with him, the boy re- 
turned and closed the windows; whereupon 
the vicious fellow was subdued after some fina ' 
of blood on my part from his beak blows, and, 
tying him to the leg of a chair, L resumed tiflin 
in by no means a genial frame of mind. 

“Never did a pair of browned pheasants look 
More appetizing than on my spotless damask, 
and never did a dish look more unpalatable on ! 
the Hoor than those same pheasants after the | 
fricas. My cook managed to make a pardon- 
able substitute, but I fell intoa mood of re- 
venge, knowing well that the story would get 
down to the barracks, and then up through all 
India by way of Madras, just as it did, in fact, 
but with the story of my revenge appended. 

“What are you going todo with the pris- 
oner?’ said the General with an amused ex- 
pression upon his military countenance. ‘Shall 
you kill him’ ' 

“"No, General. Ishall bemorecrucl. Ishall| 
humiliate him so deeply that his own co-con- 
Spirators will kill him.’ Then to my coolie, | 
‘Eisa, go out to the little shed, and fetch me 
that pail of whitewash!” 

“IT donot see how that will serve you ina 
Matter of revenge,’ said the General. 

“*Ah,’ said I, ‘do you not remember the Cing- 
halese proverb that ‘whosoever finds a dead 
monkey, a paddy-bird’s nest or a white crow 
siiall be rewarded with immortality’? Well, 
General, Lam going toimmortalize the natives.’ 


“Halfan hour later, in an obscure corner of 
the bungalow, the illustrious crow Cesar was 
Urcated to several coats of calcimine, and left 
todry. Then the General and [came out here 
under the deodars to smoke, just as weare now. 
Me air was thick with crows, all chattering 
‘ay to one another on branches and shed 
able, discussingg the momentous fate of their 
> but in subdued tones, with furtive and 
wing glances ever toward that closed win- 
dow. The two fighters had long since made up, 
smoothing their feathers and offering each 
other congratulations that, while their leader 
Was caught, they whom he had incited to mis- . 
chief forthe purpose of his easier plunder, were 
wife. A little later the boy raised the 
‘indow and said that the crow was white as 
she cotton-blow. ‘Let him go then,’ said I. | 


“Then I saw a struggle going on within. | 
‘He won't go,’ said the coolie. : 


































““Ah. is he not clever, the rascal? He knows. 
that his eppearance in that dress means his 
downfall, Boy, throw him out, IT say!” And. 





soon the most humiliated and dejected looking 
Creature in all the world stood on the sill be- 
fore his very army,and the refuge closed be- 
ind him. ‘There was a hush. The gossips 
ceased their chatter, and the wise ones no lon- | 
Berelanced out of the corners of their eves; | 
Is thousand allies simply stared at their’ de- | 
throned Cesar with almost hninan amazement, 
and then with very human scorn, The Gen- ; 
eral renewed his laughter without restraint, 
the whole affair was so full of human comedy. | 
Isgraced! [t was like a coat of tariand feath- 
€tsonaroyal prince; he could never lift up 


his head 
flutter off the shame; it would not flutter, 
started meekly across the compound, but one 
of the 


; landers, to better their fortuncs. 


sand coats across their shoulJers. 


again. In vain did he attempt to 


He 


more outraged of his followers—the 





Then the other conspirators followed quickly 


Cinna, Trebonius, Cassius—one after another! 


“So, Tsay,” resumed the Major afterthe re- 
cital of this scene with all the enthusiasm of a 


witness of a human battle. ‘that fine fel- 


low you see yonder is the present ruler of the | 


valley crow kingdom: but there is no telling 
what is in store for him if he attempts to steal 
a browned pheasant from under the noses of 
my guest and myself by conspiring a cock- 
fightat the other end of the bungalow. So, 
too, I say further, that after crows, men are 
the greatest respecters of the cloth—but only 
after crows." And with this observation, the 
Major arose, brushed an imaginary speck from 
his decorations, by force of habit, and stalked 
down the valley-way. 


“An amusing episode founded upon the facts of 


crow habits and peculiarities in the lsiand of Ceylon 
from the author's own note-books. 
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OU’RE not going to 


face Bessie uplifted 
for her husband's 
kiss, but if he had 
known with what 
sinking of heart she 
watched him ride 
away on his brief absence, he would hardly 





have gone so happily, or said: “What a brave | 


little woman!” 
But he lifted baby John to the horse's back 
for a moment, and then, with a kiss, set him 


down, and swinging lightly into the saddle, | 


said: 

“Now remember, Harry, that you’re the man 
of the house.” 

“Yes, I'll watch things good, Uncle John; 
never you fear.” 


Ten year old Harry straightened himself up, 


to the dignity of his position, and his uncle 
rode off across the prairie to the town ten 
miles distant. 


The baby trundled his red cart up and down . 


by the door, while his mother washed dishes, 
and Harry gave the chickens their breaktast. 

Oh! the solitude ofa prairie! There is noth- 
ing else just like it; the treeless, limitless 
stretch, roadless, and almost tenantless. 

The people of this story were recent residents, 
and had come, like many restless New Eng- 
Death had 
severed their home tics, and after that, one 
place seemed good as another. 

Their nearest’ relative was this) orphan 
nephew who was as their own, and though 
they were saved the homesickness causcd by 
divided families, they could not at once get rid 
of the weird feeling of being shut out of the 
peopled world and its interests. 

The nearest house was three miles away, and 
the inmates were Germans--good. quiet people, 
but all-sufficient to themselves. If it had not 
been for the supply of papers John Newton 
secured in town, they would have felt them- 
selves aliens indeed. 

But with health and youth, and courage for 
the future, and the baby’s prattle to amuse 
them, time did not drag: only when the man 
was gone, then did the days seem long to the 
home-stayers. 

But this day of the story, Bessie really tried 
to be as well as seem lighthearted, and sang as 
she tidied the little cabin, looking out ocea- 


| sionally at the baby, and at thesky tosee if 


there were signs of rain. 

Oh, how the parched carth needed it! The 
snow had lain so late, but under the strong, 
warm winds the ground speedily dried, and the 


long dead grass grew like tinder, and the new. 


grass could hardly get a start. The sun grew 

hotter, and the west wind stronger, till the 

pa said: “It vas vell to be keerful apout 
re.’ 


It grew hazy; the sunshine had a yellow’ 


glint. and the aira lifeless feeling which was 

very depressing, and far inthe west the sky 

looked darker than elsewhere. Bessie tried to 

ee @& vague foreboding as she rocked the 
aby. 

. something's movin’ on the prairie, Aunt 
ess.” 


“Isn't it the cattle, Harry?” 

ceTaint ourn; they're nearer by.” 

“Can't be John coming back!” 

“He didn’t go east; it looks like folks 
a-walkin'.” 

She laid the sleeping baby down, and looked 
out. The moving object was too distant to be 
clearly distinguished, but soon proved to be 
two men approaching at good rate. 

“S'pose it’s Injuns?” 

“T guess not. 
either: too bad Rover died.” 

“Mr. Hummel says Ican have the puppy soon. 
You aint afraid, Aunt Bess?" 

“N-o-0, but they're evidently coming here. 








Dear me! how close the air is, and the sky’ 


looks so coppery. 
home!” 

At last the men were near enough for inspec- 
tion. Unshaved, dusty, and coarsely clad they 
certainly were, with knapsacks on their backs 
They were 
well nigh breathless owing to their rapid pace 
and the heavy air, and Bessie hastily brought 
them water while they sat down on a bench 
under the little shed. 

The oldest man had a gray beard, kindly 
eyes, and quite a pleasant voice as he thanked 
her; but Bessie had heard of desperate villains 
who could look meck and mild as lambs, and 
her heart quaked as he immediately said: 

“Ain't there no men about this ranch, mem?” 

There was no use in prevaricating, so the lit- 
tle woman said tremblingly: 

“No, my husband is away just now.” 

“Hum-m! that’s a pity; ain’t it. Joe? 

Joe grunted an assent, and walked out afew 
paces and looked intently about. 


I wish John had stayed at 


be afraid, are you, : 


Bessie?” 
“No, John, don't 
worry.” 
A bright, brave | 


T hope it isn't genuine tramps, . 








“You aint got no tire-break,” he said, coming | 
back. “You ought to have.” 

“IT guess not. I don't know.” 

“Your man took his team, of course.” ‘ 

“He rode one horse, and left one inthe barn 
’cause it's lame.” 

“Hm-m! it ain't dead lame, is it?” ' 

“Tdou't know,” faltered poor Bessie, feeling | 

. sure that she was confronted with horse thieves, 

while Harry's eyes flashed and his hands 

clinched. 

; ‘You needn't be afeard of us," said the elder 
man. “Me'nson Joe wouldn't hurt a hair of 
ver heads, but ye see—mebbe ye aint noticed— 
out there's danger abroad; the prairies is on 
fire to the westard, an’ it aint no time fer’ 
pane parleyin’ but for workin’: so if that 
horse of yourn is able to drag a plow, we'll git. 

‘him right atit. The fire’ll git be 
mebbe afore with this wind.” 

‘ 'Whatdo you mean todo? I 

stand; we're new to the prairie.” 
“Tjedged ve was, but I aint: the idee is to 

‘turn the grass under forastrip to wind'ard, 
an'whenthe fire finds plowed ground it dies 

“out, or sweeps by one side an’ tother; see?” 

“Yes, but is there time?” 

| “We'll do what we can, an’ be a service toall 

on us same time.” 





‘harness, and the traces hooked to a plow in 
short order. Somchow all distrust 
strangers vanished before that lurid sky and 
the hot smoky wind. The cattle came up low- 
jing and craving human companiouship. 
“Best let ‘em into the shed, sonny; they 
_Might git skeered an’ stampede. That air new 
> garden wili purtect the north side, so jest plow 
ia halfcircle south'ard, Joe, to ring in all the 
» buildin'’s: an’ you keep up heart, little woman; 
| we'll fix this right. After he gits a few furrers, 
we'll sturt a back fire if needful. Lord ha’ 
massy on anybody ketched out in the open an’ 
don't know enough to set atirc of their own. 
Guess U'll fetch some water fer Joe an’ the crit- 
ters; the airis like ashes.” 

Bessie hurricd in, but the baby still slept, 
and still the smoke grew denser till the sun 
was obscured. Harry carried water to the un- 
Casy cattle, and the plowed strip to windward 
grew wider, but with thankfulness for that, 
came anxiety for the dear man, who, if he had 
reached town, had ten miles of dangerous 
prairie to recross. 

“Don't ye worry!” said the old man. “He went 
south'ard, an’ the fire-storm mavyn't head that 
Way, an’ itl pass here “fore he gits back; 
‘taint fur off; wind’s hotter'’n hdtter. Better 
git some matches toset a counter fire on the 
; out edge of that plowed ground; it" ercep 
towards the other, spite of the wind. Put the 
horse up, Joe: we'll trust to goodness now, 
You run in, little woman; it'll be purgatory 
i here in notime!” 
| “But you must both come in, too!" 

“Yes mem, shortly; you go." 

She ran back, and catching up the wondering 
‘baby, sank down by the western window and 
watehed with Harry the mon set the eounter 
fire, and then half choked with smoke and heat 
stagger towards the house. 





‘cloud of smoke lit with leaping shafts of flame; 

on and on, still nearer, until meeting the bar- 
‘rier it paused, battled for a moment, then swept 
‘toright, to left, on and on, with a sullen roar, 
| Jes ie a blackened and smoking waste be- 
“hind. 

And then, when the storm of fire was past and 
they were safe, then Bessie cried. But not for 
‘long; anxiety for her husband, and housewifely 
i care for her most welcome guests, soon roused 
her to action, and she hurried to prepare a din- 
ner of the very best she had. And Jong before 
she dared to expect him, she saw her husband 
come riding safely and swiftly home. 

But to tell of his hairbreadth escape from 

eril, his torturing fear for his loved ones, and 

isamazed joy and gratitude at finding them 
safe—all this would make another story. 
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HENEVER I went 
to the sewing 


away from home, 


about 
was 


ging 
smart she 
getting cven 
her husband for 
something she did- 





upon because I couldn’t make a complaint 
with the rest of them. 

: Now my Jack is famous as the best tempered 
manintown,and his devotion to hls wife Is 





don't under- ; 


n't happen to like, ' 
‘and I began to think I was rather looked down | 


re by noon— | 


The barn was opened, Ned was hurried into a 


of the | 


f 


| 
On. swift as fleet horses came the swirling 





society, or took tea: 


there was always) 
some woman brag- | 
how. 

in! 
with | 





well-known. Icouldn’t, fur the life of me, find 
anything to get even with. He never spoke a 
cross word to me but twice in his life, and then 
I guess I was the one to blame in the matter; 
anyhow I didn't care to call attention to old 
affairs. 

Well, I didn't seem to know just how to man- 
| age. He would be just so provokingly kind all 


'the time: attended to his church duties right 
| along. and, in fact, was such a model of good- 
‘ness it was simply exasperating. 

; Itried to vex himintoa little undue sharp- 
i ness, but itwasa failure. At last I thought I'd 
got him. Next to me he loves his pipe and 
tobacco, and always has them ina box on the 
kitchen shelf. He is very neat about them,and 
I've never thought of objecting till that morn- 
ing. Then Tinformed him that I didn't want 
them there any longer. 

He Jooked surprised, but answered pleas- 
antly, “Very well, dear. They do make a dust, 
and I can keep them in the shed.” 

I felt so uncomfortable over it, that, when it 
rained that afternoon, I brought them back, and 
told him the tobacco would get so dump out 
there he couldn't use it. 

It was of no use. T couldn't pose as a martyr 
any way I could fix it. Finally Itold Jack Iwas 
“going away for a day or two to visit Aunt! 
Sophronia Lockroot, and bring her back with 
me, 

He hasamost inveterate dislike for the old 
lady, and would rather see the Ghost of Sitting 
‘Bull walk into our home than what he calls 
“our animated bank account,” for, let me tell; 
.you,onr eccentric aunt is worth in her own 
right about seventy thousand dollars, and Tam 
the only relative to inherit. 

Isupposcd he would object, but all he said 
; was, ‘Very well. Mattie.do as you like.only I 
don't think [can stand it more than a week.” 

Aunt Sophronia likes to have people show 





coaxcd long enough, she condescended to ac- 
company me home. 








“VIGOROUS and MANLY [Me 


iiies— (Dr. Camover, U. 
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As usual Jack behaved beautifully, and when, 
after he was comfortably seated in his dressing 
gown, with his cigarand evening piper, AgLt 
Sophronia began to sniff and cough, and won- 
der what made her “choke up so sudden like, 


‘he said he guessed it was his cigar, and teok 


himself off to the kitchen. 

Then she took a notion that music sounded 
sweetest at night. and would practice till mid- 
nivht. Of course we couldn't slecp, but Jack 
didn't say much. 

One evening, while she was playing, we heard 
aA snapping sound, and. on investigating, fo ound 
that three of the wires were broken. There 
was a queer look in Jack's face when TP tola him 
of it, but he only remarked that he supposed 
“the poor thing was tired out.’ All the time 
Aunt Sophronia stayed the piano tuner was 
just driven with business, and hadn't oa 
moment he could spare, but the day after she 
left he managed to get an hour or two to him- 
self, and repaired it for us. 

Aunt Sophronia stayed three wecks instead 
of one, and I had entirely given up all idea of 
getting even with anvone. All my ambition 
centered in the one desire to get off in some 
corner by myself where Lcould die in a quict 
respectable manner. 

One day, just after dinner, she informed me 
that she was going out,and would probally 
come back when she got ready. 

Tthought it very likely she would, and. fer- 
vently hoped she would not hurry herself, For 
once in my life my wish was yratified. The sur 
went down, the twilight shadows fell, but the 
echo of Aunt Sophronia’s number fives wast 
wanting in the deserted hall. When Jack cme 
in to supper he had a letter in his hand. 

“Here, Mattie.” he called, ‘sce if you cas 
make sense out of this? Tean't.” 

It wasa letter from Aunt Sophronia and it 
read thus: “You havea trick, Mattie, of talk- 
ing in your sleep, and when you first came te 
my house you told all about your litle plan 
und IT was delighted. of course, to find that § 
was the instrument chosen by which you was 
to get even with Jack. Heaven only knows 
what for. Ive been here long enough to -¢e 
that he and Job are blood relations. Jack hae 
five thousand dears inthe bank. and to-day lt 
have deposited the same amount in your name, 
so now you can say you have got even witk 
him, and this is the only way you ever will be— 
with your disposition. With this I send the 
bank book which will probably be more wel- 
come than IT wonld. I amabout to take tht 
train for home, and you can send my valise by 
CXpress, 

“You might as well know first as last tha 
this five thousand is all you will ever get of mr 
money, as lamafraid to trust so large a for- 
tune in the hands of a woman who hasn't sense 
enough to know when she has a good husband. 

“The other sixty-five thousand will go te 
found a home for men whose wives make lifes 
burden tothem. and it will always be full. ¢ 
am glad that L could be of assistance toycouix 
this little matter, and it strikes me that so fur 
as Tam concerned I've evened up things prettg 
well. Your loving aunt. 

Sophronia Lockroot.” 

“iT should—should sav so.’ I exclaimed, as 0 
contemplated those vanishing thousands, ané 
beheld all my castles in the air fall around me 
ina heap. 

“What on carth docs she mean?” said Jack, 
as I looked up, hardly knowing whether te 
laugh orery.and then ltold him all about it, 
expecting sympathy, but all he did was to lie 
back in his chair and laugh and laugh, till & 
was too provoked for anything. 

Somehow I don't. feel exactly certain about 
who vot the best of it.and IT don't very oftea 
apeak about it, especially before Jack, for fear 
it might hurt his feelings, vou know, though I 
dot exactly sce how it could either, but he ak 
wa ctsas though he was going into hyster 
ics if Iso much as mention it. 

One thing is ccrtain, Aunt Sophronia wont 
visit us this year. 
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SANITARY aspects of 
bread-making are en- 
tirely the product of 
the present generation. 
In our grandmother's 
\\day nobody thought of 
\suchathing. If bread 
Ay Jlwas light and reason- 
‘TA ably sweet, and above 
/allif there was enough 
1/7 to go around, nothing 
further was considered 
necessary. 

In these modern days, 
rises paramount to 







science 


when 
everything else, the sanitary aspects of bread- 
making have been considered worth the while 
ef the most distinguished chemists and the| 
busiest of scientific professors. 

So important isthe influence of bread upon 


however, 


health and happiness, that in leading in- 
stitutions of learning the art of bread mak- 
ing has been added tothe regular course of 
study. In Lasell Seminary, Auburndale, Mass., 
for instance, a gold 
medal in the form of 
a miniature loaf of 
bread, is annually 
given to the girl who 
excels in this branch 
of domestic science. 
Dr. Edson, the com- 
missioner of health 
for New York City, 
Bas recently pub- 
lished an exhaustive 
article in which he 
shows that the action 
of yeast upon dough 
iS)6Umerely a germ 
growth—just the same 
gs a case of small-pox 
isthe action ofasmall- 
pox germ in the 
Suman body.Warmth, 
moisture and organic 
rowth are necessary 
or both; and he 
alaims that the gluten 
gontained in flour 
affords a beautiful 
atamping ground for 
She germs of disease 
at the same time that 
B gives the yeast 
hal a chance to 
jourish like a green 
bay tree. And he says 
there is nottheslight- 


ast doubt that the 
germs of many dis- 
gases have been 
@arried about by 
bread. 

Especially is this 
Srue with baker’s 
Bread. Asevery house- 
wife knows, yeast- 


saised bread must be 
Bneaded along time. 
Bow suppose a 
Gaker’s apprentice is 
@uffering from any 
disease,—skin disease 
more especially. 
Germs of his com- 

laint are sure to find 

oedgment in the 
dough, and be sold to 
gonsumers with the 
bread. And the ordi- 
mary doctor will never 
auspect where his 
mext patient got his 
mew disease. 

Or, as disease-germs 
Bark in the airand the 
dust, the dough may collect them even by 
standing exposed to rise,and then being re- 
kneaded as is done in many houses. 

Science, again, has proved that there are more 
Shan one hundred Sitterent yeast plants or 
fungi, that some of them are very poisonous 
and that they are often formed in under-done 
Rread—which explains why it is that half- 
baked bread is so injurious to many people. 

It has been demonstrated by the Government 
chemists, as well as by practical experience in 
baking, that pure carbonic acid gas (which is 
the leavening power produced in the loaf when 

stis used) is produced in the dough, and 
ght, spongy, sweet and wholesome bread is 
made more readily by the use of a good pow- 
der than with yeast or with any other leavening 
agent. The action of the baking powder is 
mechanical entirely, and causes no chemical 
'ehange in the flour. The water used in mixin 
the loaf causes the cream of tartarand sodao 
)the baking powder to unite, their dissolution 
at once begins, the product being pure car- 
bonic acid gas. Thus the leavening gas is ob- 
‘gained by the decomposition or destruction of 
the reroute agent itself, instead of from 
the putrefaction of valuable parts of the flour. 

Yeast, as is well-known, does not of itself 
raise the bread any more than the match which 
is applied tothe fuel gives the heat by which 
the loaf is baked. As the heat fron: the fire is 
the product of the destruction of the fuel, so 
the carbonic gas which raises the loaf of bread 
:made with yeast is the product of the destruc- 
tion of the flour from which the loaf is made. 
|The yeast simply incites the elements of the 
flour toan action that is destructive and un- 
matural. The purest baking powder, being 
diffused throughout the mass, so that a suita- 
ble portion of it will act upon every particle of 
the flour, as the water reaches it produces the 
Kittle volumes of air which, being entangled 
and held from escape vd the paste, form the 
tiny cells which distend the dough, and this 
takes place so nearly at the same time in every 
part ofthe mass that the whole is raised and 
made as light asa sponge. And according to 
the United States Government chemists baking 
powder bread is by far the most healthful. 

Experience as well as chemical analysis has 
proved to me that the best baking powder is 
the “Royal.” It contains nothing but the pur- 
est cream of tartar and soda, which, being com- 
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- having one kind one meal and another the next 


g —from wnich I select the following well-tested 


\ Purity it is highly important to remember that 


| breakfast: 


| milk, or equal parts milk and water. 


| powder together thoroughly; peel, wash and 





bined in exactly the right proportions pro- | 
duces carbonic acid gas, without any of those 
uncertain and unwholesome things known as 
‘“*yeast-germs.” And itis alsothe only baking 
powder that will successfully raise large bread. 

Do not confine yourselves entirely to wheat 
flour when making bread. Try graham and 
corn and rye and shorts; and don’t bake them 
all the same day, but vary the programme by 


—since variety is the spice of life. 

The proprietors of the baking powder re- 
ferred to have issued avery complete and re- | 
liable cook-book known as the “Royal Baker" 


recipes which you will all do well to try. [As 
baking powders differ greatly in strength and 


the quantities specified in these recipes hold 
good only in case the Royal is used.] 

Take for instance this graham bread for 
One and one-half pints graham | 
flour, one-half pint flour, one tablespoonful 
sugar, one teaspoonful salt, two teaspoonfuls 
baking powder, one and one-fourth pints 
Sift to- 
gether graham flour, wheat flour, sugar, salt 
and powder; add the milk or milk and water; 
mix rapidly into soft dough, which pour from 
bowlinto greased tin. Bakein rather hot oven 
40 minutes. Protect loaf with paper first 15 
minutes. 

Then try for dinner this Boston Brown Bread. 
Flour one-half pint, one pint corn meal, one- 
half pint rye flour, 2 potatoes, one teaspoonful 
salt, one tablespoonful brown sugar, two tea- 
spoonfuls baking powder, one-half pint water. 





Sift flour, corn meal, rye flour, sugar, salt and 


boil well 2 mealy potatoes, rub them through 
sieve, diluting with water. When this is quite 
cold, use it to mix flour, etc., into batter like 
cake; pour into well greased mold having a 
cover. Place it in saucepan half full of boiling 
water, where the loaf will simmer one hour, 
without water getting intoit. Remove it then, 
take off cover, finish by baking in fairly hot 
oven 30 minutes. 


And finish up with this for supper: One 
quart flour, one teaspoonful salt, one-half tea- 
spoonful sugar, two heaping teaspoonfuls bak- 
ing powder, half medium-sized cold boiled 
potato, and water. Sift together thoroughly 
salt, flour, sugar, and baking powder; rub in 
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BREAD AND BEAUTY.—A PRIZE WINNER. 


the potato; add sufficient water to mix smoothly | 
and raqidly into a stiff batter, about as soft as 
for pound cake; about a pint of water to a 
quart of flour will be required—more or less 
according to the brand and quantity of the 
flour used. Do not makea stiff dough, as in 
yeast bread. Pour the batter into a greased 
an, four and one-half by eight inches, and 
our inches Sete. filling about half full. The | 
loaf will rise to fillthe pan when baked. Bake 
in very hot oven 45 minutes, placing paper over 
first 15 minutes, to prevent crusting too soon 
ontop. Bake immediately after mixing. 

Orif you havean invalid in the family try 
this Norwegian bread for dyspeptics. One 
pint barley meal, one-half pint graham flour, | 
one-half pint flour, one teaspoonful salt, two 
teaspoonfuls baking powder, one pint milk. 
Sift together barley meal, graham flour, flour, 
salt and powder; mix into firm batter with the 
milk; pour into greased tin, bake in moderate 
oven 40 minutes. Cover with paper 25 minutes. { 

Here, too, is an excellent oatmeal bread. 
One-half pint oatmeal, one and one-half of 
flour, one-half teaspoonful salt, three of bak- 
ing vorden three-fourths pint milk. Boil oat- 
meal in one and one-half pints salted water one 
hour; add milk; set aside until cold. Then 
place in bowl, sift together flour, salt,and pow- 
der and add. Mix smoothly and deftly. 
Bake in greased tin 45 minutes, protected with 
paper 20 minutes. 

And if you want the best of corn muffins for 
breakfast next morning, try these: 


Royal Corn Muffins: One pint corn meal, one 
pint flour, one tablespoonful sugar, one tea- 
spoonful salt, three teaspoonfuls baking pow- 
der, one tablespoonful lard, two eggs, one pint 
milk. Sift together corn meal, flour, sugar, 
salt and powder; rub in lard cold, and eggs 
beaten, and milk; mix into batter of consist- 
ence of cup cake; muffin pans to be cold and 
well greased, then fill two-thirds full. Bake in 
hot oven 15 minutes. 


Now, after all this talk about yeast I am go- 
ing to give a few recipes for yeast-bread, just 
because several subscribers have asked for 
them; and will begin with the best rule for 

salt, 


POTATO YEAST. 
One cup grated raw potato, one-half ee | 

stir 
When 








one-half cup sugar. Pour over it (an 
thoroughly) two quarts boiling pater. 


SEES See ee 
| 





lukewarm stirin one cup yeast and keep ina 
warm place till light. Care must be taken that 
it does not get hot enough to scald the mixture 
after the cup of yeast isadded. When suffic- 
iently risen, keep in a jugin a cool cellar. 


PARKER HOUSE ROLLS. 

One pint sweet milk, scald, let it get nearly 
cool; add one-half cup yeast, two tablespoons 
sugar, a bit of salt, (unless the yeast is 
salt enough) two tablespoons lard—or butter 
—mix together a stiff batter with milk. Let 
it rise over night. Knead in the morning, put 
back in dish and let it rise till about 3 P. M. 
Knead and rollout about aninch thick. Warma 
little butter and spread over it, cut with a large 
cutter and fold together. Lay an inch apart in 
the tin,let rise till light (about 5P.M.,,then bake 
ina quick oven. These rolls can be made in 
any other form preferred. 


RUSKS, 

One cup yeast, one pint milk, one cup sugar, 
one-half cup butter, two eggs. Make a sponge 
over night, mold and rise a second time till 
very light; mold again and cut like rolls. Do 
not mold in too much flour as the eggs tend to 
make them dry. 


MILK YEAST BREAD. 

One coffee cup full of equal parts milk and 
water, and asmallteaspoon salt; makea thin 
batter with flour (notas thick as griddle cakes); 
set in a vessel of warm water and keep warm, 
stirring frequently till small bubbles appear; 
then do not disturb. When the yeast is light, 
warm one quart milk, add the yeast, mold and 
put in tins. 

WHITE BREAD, 

One cup milk, one and one-fourths cups 
water, one teaspoonful salt, piece of butter 
size of a walnut, one yeast cake, about three 
pints flour. Knead thoroughly and let rise 
three hours; then knead again a little, divide 
the dough into two loaves and put in pans to 
rise one hour longer. Bake in a moderate oven 
one hour. 

GRAHAM BREAD, 

One cup milk, one and one-fourth or one and 
one-half cups water, one teaspoonful salt, piece 
butter size of a walnut, one yeast cake. One 
or two tablespoonfuls molasses, about one 
quart granulated wheat flour and one pint 
white flour. Knead and let rise inthe same 
way as white bread, baking ten or fifteen 
minutes lenger. 


Do you know that 
an excellent way and 
an inexpensive one as 
well, of putting 
rhubarb for 
use, is as 
Peel and 
rhubarb, just 
though preparing 
for sauce. Then fill 
ordinary glass jars 
nearly full with pieces 
of rhubarb and pour 
in cold water enough 
to come to the top of 
the jar. Seal up tight 
and set away down 
cellar, and you will 
find next winter that 
you have rhubarb as 
nice and fresh for 
sauce or for pies, as 
though it had just 
come from the garden. 
No sugar is needed, 
and the rhubarb next 
winter will taste ten 
times as good as it 
does this summer. 

To make a rhubarb 
custard,a correspond- 
entsends us the fol- 
lowing rule: Drain, 
but not press, the 
juice from boiled 
rhubarb; add to one 
cupful of juice acup 
of sugar and one 
tables poonful of 
butter. Put them on 
to boiland then add 
a thickening made of 
two well beaten eggs 
and one tablespoon- 
ful of corn” starch 
mixed inalittle water, 
and flavored with a 
teaspoonful of lemon 
extract. This can be 
eaten as custard, or 
used as the inside of 
pies. A good rule for 
an open pie is to use 
two tablespoonfuls of 
corn starch in the 
thickening and the 
yolks of four eggs,and 


winter 
follows? 


as 
it 


a frosting, thoroughly 
beaten with one table- 
spoonful of sugar and 
browned in the oven. 

Reference was made in our Kitchen Chats re- 
cently, to Cream of Celery Soup. Not all house- 
keepers know that the root of celery is equally 
good with the tops for soup, and costs much 
less. The roots are washed and scraped and 
then boiled until 
colander, put with a quart of milk, seasoned 
and thickened. 


In baking bread have the oven heated to 
about four hundred degrees, reducing it grad- 
ually as the large loaves are baking. A two- 
pound loaf will bake in sixty minutes, a one- 


! pound loaf in thirty minutes; rolls from fif- 


teen to twenty minutes. 


The time cc ehaeeat for cooking green corn 
and spinach is tenminutes; new portion nce 
asparagus, rice, summer squash and celery, 
twenty-five minutes; young beets, parsnips. 
turnips, onions, carrots, cabbage, sweet 
potatoes, white winter squash, salsify and 
cauliflower, forty-five minutes; shell beans, 
string beans. winter carrots, red onions, old 
turnips and parsnips, one to two hours. 
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HIS is an off month 
for grown people's 
fashioas, and as many 
young mothers want 
to know what the tiny 
bits of babies are wear- 
ing, we will indulge in 

a short talk 






things. 
iY The old fash- 


ion of dressing 
SSbabies, of doing 
Db them up in 


eee . tight bands the 
= y- 


= minute they are 
Sr born, and keep- 
ing them 
swathed 





their little legs 
done up so 
tightly 
blankets and 
cloths that 
they cannot 
move, has gone by. Nowadays it isthe aim of 
every wise mother, to dress her baby as com- 
fortably and lightly and loosely as possible, 


consistent with warmth. A great many moth- j feather-stitched down with 


about baby-| 


and: 
bandaged, with | 





in’ 


very loose’ indeed 
‘arourd the child's 
limbs. Itis made of 


Comrort. 





sleeves are finished, crochet alittle edge around 
the sleeves and neck and run alittle ribbon or 
silk tape around the neck, to tie it with. 

There has been a reaction in the last few 
years aguinst the pinning blanket. Doctors 
have decided and wise mothers agree that the 
baby’s legs should be left free to kick and 
squirm all he chooses. Remember your baby 
is nothing buta young animal, for all that he 
scems to be nothing short of an angel, and he 
must learn to use his limbs in just the way that 
other young animals do. His legs should be 
kept covered, of course, with flunnel, but they 
should be left loose so that he may kick to his 
heart's content. He will bea better baby, and 
a happier one, and you will find that it is not 
half the work to take 
care of him, that it 
used to be to take 
care of those 
bundled-up and 
strapped-up babies 
of long ago. The 
vinning blanket was 
ormerly used to pin 
up tightly around 
the child's legs, to 
keep him from com- 
ing in contact with 
his petticoats. But 
it was discarded on 
the score of health. 
The petticoats, how- 
ever, are apt to get 
so soiled, and it is so 
much work tochange 
and wash them, that 
lately people are 
using the pinning 
blanket again; only 
they are leaving it 





a single width of 
flannel, about three- 
quarters of a yard 
long, with the edges 


THE GABRIELLE SKIRT. 


cross-stitched 
silk: 


ers have made mistakes in the past by dressing , part is fastened toa band. The old-fashioned 
the baby altogether too warm; and asa result, | way was to make thisa straight band of cloth; | that he needs something asa protection. Then 


the tiny bit of humanity 
has protested by crying 
and has got called “a 
cross baby” in conse- 
quence. y all means 
dress the baby in warm 
flannel and do not let 
him get chilled; butdo 
not keep him so bundled 
op in several thick- 
nesses of woolen as to 
make him suffer with the 
heat, especially in warm 
weather. The healthiest 
babies are those which 
are kept comfortably 


cool. 

let us begin with the 
new-born baby. The 
old-fashioned band, 
which was the first thing, 
and is now, to put on to 
the new-born bit of 
humanity, is not made 
of cloth or linen as it 
used to be; in fact, 
doctors nowadays have 
prescribed a straight 
piece of fine flannel 
three-quarters of a yard 
sy dae left unhemmed 
at the edges, as they sa. 
that even the fold whic 
is made by the hem 
presses against the 
tender flesh of the baby 
and hurts him. This 
strip of flannel should 
be loosely overcast with 
fine silk,and the ends 
turned over once and 
cross-stitched down. 
This band shoujd be put 
on very smoothly but not 
too tightly, and should 
onl worn until the 
child is from seven 
weeks to three months 
old, as seems necessary. 
Some mothers use over 
this the knit band, but 
usually the knit band is 
not put on until this 
straight one is laid 
aside. The knit band, 
of which we give a 
picture, may be made 
at home if one does not 
care to, or cannot pur- 
chase them. They are 
made of fine Saxony and 
knit in a straight piece 
on the largest size 


steel needles. Cast on forty stitches on three; the new-fashioned way is to have this band! neat and clean, both in body and soul. 


=~ 





COME TO STAY. 


or, 
the upper: 





tion which 
hot throw 


}, not make 


jas those very long 





weather is made of eider-down flannel in pink 
or bluc, with a crocheted edge around the neck 
and sleeves of silk to match, and tied with rib- 
bon. I once saw a very pretty one made of 
cheese-cloth, lined wlth a very thin layer of 
cotton wadding, and tied with white cotton, ex- 
actly as you would 
tie a puff: it was 
edged with a feath- 
er-stitching of white 
cotton or linen floss, 
and for a cheap 
wrapper was both 
warm and pretty. 

It isalways best to 
use the flannel night 
gown, as the child 
will often throw off 
the bedclothes, andy 
the flannel will af- 
ford him a_protec- 
he can- 
off, and 
will keep him from 
taking cold. 

It is wise to put 
the child into short 
clothes as early as 
possible; in fact do 
its earli- 
est clothes too long, 


robes which were 
thought to be so 
beautiful long ago 
have gone by; they 
only add to the 
weight of the child 
and are of no earth- 
ly use. Its clothes 
may be shortened by thetime the child is six 
or seven months old, usually, with benefit to 





A SENSIBLE DRESS. 


itself and mother. 


Whatever you do, never be guilty of putting 


, stockings and shoes on little bits of babies. 


With long skirts of flannel, and especially with 
pinning blankets, they are never needed, and 
are only uncomfortable and disagreeable for 
the child. Do not undertake to put anything 
on his feet until his clothes are shortened so 


use soft woolen stock- 
ings and chamois skin 
shoes, or else the little 
knit socks. It is neither 
good taste nor good style 
to put kid shocs with re- 
gular soles onto a baby 
bfeore it can walk. The 
chamois skin shoes are 
extremely pretty, come 
in several styles, keep 
the child’s feet warm, 
and do not in any way 
cramp the child's foot 
or feel hard and uncom- 
fortable to it. A kid 
shoe with a sole does 
not become necessary, 
and is not considered 
good form, until the 
child begins to walk, 
when of course he will 
have to have soles. No 
child, however, should 
be allowed to wear heels 
to his shoes, until he is 
at least seven or eight 
vears old, as the spring- 
heels give the foot a 
much better chance to 
grow in its natural 
shape, and are in every 
respect more comfort- 
able and sensible. 


A word about baths. 
Of course the baby 


should have its bath 
every morning, in tepid 
water,and in a warm 
place; pure white Castile 
soap should always be 
used. Do not be misled 
by any glaring advertise- 
ment of any other kind 
of soap than _ white 
Castile for the baby; 
that is the purest, soft- 
est and best for its little 
tender skin Asthe child 
gets older, do not think 
that its daily bath be- 
comes any the less neces- 
sary. It will learn to de- 
pend on its bath every 
day,and it should be 
tuught to think that a 
bath for the entire body 
is just as necessary as it 
is to wash its hands and 
face in the morning; a 
child that is brought up 
so, will turn out to be 
Be- 


needles, and knit round and round until the | fitted over the shoulders with an armhole cut | cause a child happens to be three years old in- 


band is seven inches 
long, seaming two and 
two; then bind off, all 
except a dozen stitches 
infront and behind, and 
knit those back and 
forth two inches longer, 
toforma strip to fasten 
the napkins to. 

The old- fashioned 
linen shirt,trimmed with 
lace and hand-made, 
which we used to think 
Was sO fae is now en- 
tirely gone by, and knit 
ones of silk or wool are 
used to take their place. 
In fact, linen is no lon- 
ger used about babies’ 
clothes, as it is too cold 
and slippery; fine lons- 
dale or cambric_ being 
preferred instead. The 
little shirts can be bought 
for anywhere from twenty-five cents to a dollar 
apiece, or they may be made at home. To knit 
them, use Saxony yarn, or if preferred the fin- 
est quality of knitting silk; only two needles 
will be requi=ed for the body, and those should 
be the coa™:-st steel ones. Cast on one hun- 
dred stitc. -. on one needle, and knit back and 
forth garter-fashion for two inches; then 
change the needles to medium-sized ones; 
knit back and forth for three inches longer, 
and then change again to the large necdles, 
knitting a distance of two inches more, when 
the hody of the shirt will be half done. Then 
knit twenty stitches, bind off sixty stitches, 
and knit the remaining twenty stitches; turn 
and knit twenty stitches, then cast on twenty 
stitches, then knit the remaining twenty 
stitches. Now goon as before; knit two inches 
on the coarse needles, then change to the med- 
jum-sized, knit three inches, then change back 
to the coarse needles and make two inches lon- 
ger. Now bind the whole off and double to- 
gether and crochet the sides together from the 
bottom up, leaving the upper two-inch length 
forthe arm-holes; then take the four coarse 
needles and pick up the stitches around the 
arm-holes, being careful to miss none. Knit 
round and round like a stocking four inches, 
then change to small needles and knitan inch 
and a half more and bind off. When both 




















THE KNIT BAND. 


out. This is not as convenient, however, be- 
cause in case it gets wet or soiled, it cannot be 
removed without taking off the child's outer 
clothing. The straight bands are usually pre- 
ferred; but they should always be pinned very 
loosely, as should all his bands. 

With regard to the petticoat, most mothers 
nowadays use but one, and that a flannel one; a 
new style, which is being very generally used, 
is the Gabrielle skirt revived. It is made of a 
Suetent piece of flannel, cut down to fit the 
shoulders, with arms-eves, and gored at the 
bottom; some are left plain in front, and some 
are laid over in plaits, like the one in the illus- 
tration, The edges of the neck and arms-eyes 
are finished with a little scallop and row of 
embroidery or feather-stitching. The bottom 
can be finished in the same way. This brings 
all the weight from the shoulder, and many 
mothers are liking them very much. Others 
are objecting to them on the same account that 
they do the fitted bands tothe pinning blan- 
ket; because they cannot change them with- 
out removing the dress, in case of any accident 
tothem; and accidents are liable to happenin 
the best of families, where there are babies. 

The little dresses are made much as they 
have been for some years past. Some have a 
little ruffle over the shoulder, in imitation of 
the larger childrens’, but the effect is apt to be 
fussy and is not advisable. 

How many clothes shall I need at first for 
baby? is a question which often puzzles young 
mothers. 

It is necessary to have at least three of a kind 
for the poorest mother, and it is better to have 
halfa dozen shirts, bands, and pinning blan- 
kets, with two dozen diapers; because no 
mother can wash for the baby every day, and 
by all means a pay should be kept clean and 
sweet. Anill-smelling baby is by no meansa 
well-spring of joy. Of petticoats there should 
be at least three, and six slips. It would seem 
that no mother could very well get along with 
fewer. 

A little wrapper to put overthe baby's night 
gown when it first wakes in the morning and to 
keep on him until after breakfast, or until he 
takes his bath and is dressed, is a necessity. 
They should be made like a long sack opening 
in front with sleeves of course. They can be 
made of flannel,and are extremely pretty of 
fine white cashmere trimmed with hand-em- 
broidery. A very serviceable wrapper for cold 





stead of one, when he will get into ten times as 
much mischief and dirt, should he be left a 
week at atime without a bath? It will be some 
trouble to follow up the daily bath fora while, 
but it will pay in the long run to do it until the 


child gets big enough to doit for himself, and! 


he will bless you for it as long as he lives. 
Now another word, about rocking the baby. 
The old-fashioned rocking cradle of our youth, 


has been relegated to the attic in more senses. 


than one. 
babies. 
ing the baby, whether in a cradle or in its 
mother’s or grandmother's lap ina rough, un- 
even chair, jars the child’s brain and has, in 
many cases, produced rickets and been the 
cause of other brain troubles. It is not neces- 
sary to rock the child at all, if you do not edu- 
cate him to think he must be; he will be justas 
well off lying in his crib, and he should always 
be handled very carefully. The fashion of 
trotting him on the knee, or of jouncing him up 
and down in the arms, is bad for him also, an 

modern mothers will not allow it; neither will 
she allow him to get the idea,as babies often 


do very young, that if hecries at night some- | 


body is going to get upand light the pretty 
light for him to look at. Manya night's rest 
has been missed by both father and mother, 
simply because the baby has been indulged in 
this notion. If he is not allowed alight inthe 
room at night, he will not know anything 
about it and will not cry for it. It is very re- 
markable how much can be taught a very 
voung child, if only the right way is taken at 
the beginning. 

In place of a rocker of any kind, some moth- 
ers use a hammock, which can be swung in the 
corner of the room, which is warmest and the 
most out of the way. A netting hammock, like 


Mothers nowadays do not rock their | 
Physicians long ago decided that rock- , 
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i fy © who take our practical 
aOEN* Business Course by Mail. 
You may acquire a thorough business edu- 
cation at your own Home, at small expense, 
and without giving up your work or income. 
If you want a good position you must frst be 
qualified for ft, that's sure. Our practical 
business training will prepare you thor- 
oughly for business life,and enable you to win 
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Queer Ways of Keeping Time. 
WRITTEN FOR COMFORT BY RENE BACHE. 
Copyright, 1804, by The Gannett & Morse Concern. 


HAT o’clock is it? 

People who have no clocks 
or watches find that not such 
an casy question to answer. 

he primitive devices 
adopted for telling time 
in various parts of the 
world are very interest- 
ing. 

Islanders of the south 
Pacific skewer together 
on the mid-rib of a palm 
leaf a number of the 
oily nuts of the candle- 
nut tree. They light 
the uppermost one of 
the kernels, which are 
of nearly uniform size 
and burn with aclear bluish flame, lasting for 
about 10 minutes each. Thus a candle of six 
nuts will measure by its burning a length of 
time equal to one of our hours. 


The hill people of Assam reckon time an@ 
distance by the number of quids of betel-nug 
chewed ona journcy. It will be remembered 
how, according to Washington Irving, Gow 
Wouter Van Twiller dismissed the Dutch 
colonial assembly invariably at the last puff of 
his third pipe of tobacco. A Montagnais Im 
dian of Canada will set upatall stick in the 
snow, when traveling ahead of friends who are 
to follow. He marks with his foot the line of 
shadow cast, and by the change in the angle of 
the shadow the on-coming party ascertains op 
arriving at the spot just how far ahead of them 
the leader is. 

In the reign of King Alfred,time was com- 
monly measured by the wasting of candlea 
which were shiclded by screens of horn. The 
were marked off in sections of an hour. Sue’ 
candles may still be purchased in England 
They are to this day employed in some Romar 
Catholic Churches. Courting by length of 
candle is a familiar old practice. Candles were 
known to the ancient Romans, and presuma 
bly to the Egyptians and Babylonians, and they 
ney have been utilized in similar fashion by 
them. 


Time is kept with tolerable accuracy is 
Chinese shops and temples by burning incense 
sticks of sawdust carefully mixed with a smaR 
proportion of glue and evenly rolled inte 
cylinders 2 feet long. These sticks are divided 
into lengths for- the hours, and when Ubi 
they are consumed very slowly without fame 
One of them lasts half a day. 


Hour-glasses were a decided improvement om 
darliltes tor timekeeping, but they are now se 
far obsolete as to be found only in some 
churches, where they are used to regulate the 
length of prayers. Most of them are remark- 
ably inaccurate. Four such prayer-glasses 
were carefully tested recently by the writer. 
One, supposed to mark an even hour, required 
67 minutes to run out. Another, for three- 
quares of an hour, registered only 42 minutes. 

he third, for half an hour, lasted 28 1-3 
minutes. No.4, fora quarter-hour, was nearly 
2 minutes over time. 


Chinese physicians have fora time-check a 
oss-stick broken so as to have several angles. 
‘ire is set to one end, and the patient is told te 
take the first dose when the burning reaches 
the first angle, another when it gets to the 
second angle and soon. Chinese messengers, 
having but short periods to sleep. wake them- 
selves by placing a lighted bit of joss-stick be- 
tween their tocs. This acts as an alarm at the 
proper moment. 


The most primitive water-clock is commonly 
found on board of a Malay proa, usually 
piratical. It is acocoanut-shell that floats is 
the bottom of the boat, with asmall perfora- 
tion through which the water slowly makes its 
way. The shell fillsand sinks at the end of 
one hour. Water clocks are supposed to have 
been invented in Babylon, where they were 
certainly used, some of them being very elab- 
orate. They were introduced thence to Jerus- 
alem, by King Ahaz. The water-clocks ané 
sun-dials of those days were astrological mys- 
teries kept secret by the priests, who were pro- 
fessors of science as well as of religion. 


The notion of dividing the davs and nights 
into twelfths was brought from Egypt to Rome. 
The nights and days varying in length with the 
seasons, no mechanical timekeeper could be 
devised to registerthem. This difficulty actu- 
ally postponed the final evolution of the mod- 
ern clock for many centuries. It was Hippar- 
chus who first suggested that 24 even hours 
should be considered to make aday, but ages 
were destined toclapse before Ansonia was te 
produce its complete 99-cent result. 

To ascertain the time at night. the Apache 
Indian employs agourd on which the stars of 
the heavens are marked. As the constellations 

















‘rise in the sky. he refers to his primitive 


the Comfort hammock, for instance, is the best , 


for the purpose, asa nice little warm bed can 
be made in it, with blankets and_ pillows, and 
after the baby is in itcan be tied together so 
that he will not fall out. 

Now Lhope I have given you some new ideas 
and some information that will be valuable; 
and when the baby comes, ‘‘may he live long 
and prosper.” 


A pair of gloves passes through nearly two hun- 


dred hands, from the time the skin is dressed until 
the gloves reach the purchaser. 


i 


| 


orrerv and finds out the hour. By turning the 
gourd around he can tell the order in which 
the constellations may he expected to appear. 
In closing, it should be remarked that the first 
timekeeper was the stomach, which notified its 
owner when the hour for a meal arrived. 


rn ae 


A man who has made a acientific study of the 
peculiarities of hens, sava they can distinguish be- 
tween white and colored people, and seem to con- 
sider the latter their especial enemies. He insists 
that he has never found two roosters who crowed 
alike, having noticed the crows o! overone hundred 
roosters. They crow a few minutes after heing 
(ightened, and after enting. and are most lively at 

awn. 
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OMETHING that 
will please the 
younger members 
of the household 
is most welcome to 
a busy mother, and 
here is a novelty 
easily made, fairly 
durable, and whic 
with most children 
will not become a 
“cast-off” for a 
long time. This is 
a tumbling doll, 
and to make one, 
procure a round 
* pasteboard box, 
three and one-half 
2 inches long and 
K two inches in 
. diameter. These 
may be readily ob- 
2 tained at a drug 
ss store. Remove the 
—- top and bottom. 
From white kid cut a strip nine inches 
long and two inches wide, fasten this 
tightly around the upper part of the box 
and on it draw, with a pen, eyes, ears, nose 
and mouth. Cut around of felt four and 
three-fourths inches in diameter, of any 
color in which you wish to dress your doll. 
Gather the outside edge of this felt, and 
fasten it to the lower edge of the box so 
that the felt will really form a little bag be- 
low the box. Cut another circle from the 
felt four inches in diameter. Pink the 
edge of this finely and gather just above 
the pinking. Dropa very large glass mar- 
ble into the open part of the box and let it 
roll down into the bag below it. Cover the 
open part of the box with the round of felt 
fomakeacap. In putting on the cap be 
eareful to neatly cover the top of the white 
kid used to represent the face. From 
bronze kid cut a strip five inches long and 
two and one-half inches wide. Cut off the 
lower corners a little, and also cut out of 
the centre of the lower part a V-shaped 
piece. Use this fora vest. Fasten the vest 
securely in the back, and let it cover the 
bottom of the white kid and the top of the 
ellow felt. For the legs cut two pieces 
rom the fe}t, each one and one-half inches 
longand twoand one-fourth inches wide 
at the top, tapering to one and one-fourth 
inches in width at the bottom; double this 
iece together lengthwise through the cen- 
reand slant the bottoma little so that 
when folded the fold will be one-fourth of 
an inch shorter than the outside edge. 
Overhand the three sides together with 
silk of the same shade. From the bronze 
kid cut a boot-shaped piece one and one- 
half inches in length. Cut this double and 
overhand the seams together; then fasten 
them to the bottom of the legs. Next sew 
the legs to the bottom of the bag 
eareful to turn the toes out. Cut th 





being 
e coat 


from felt; it should be cut six and one- | © 


fourth inches wide and four and three- 
fourth inches long. Round the upperedge, 
and cut a piece about one and one-half to 
two inches from each of the lower corners. 
Cut out a very narrow piece from the cen- 
tre of the part remaining from the bottom 
to the edge from which the piece was cut 
out. This will form the tails of the coat. 
Cut the sleeve one and three-fourth inches 
in length and twoand one-eighth inches 
wide at the top, sloping to one and three- 
eighths inches at the bottom. Double this 
together and overhand the edges of the ee 
and side. From white kid cut a han 
three-fourths of an inch in length, and cut 
out the fingers and thumb. Sew thése 
hands inside the sleeves and fasten the 
sleeves to the coat at the place in which 
they would naturally belong. Work French 
knots down the front of the coat to resem- 
ble buttons, and also on the back of the 
coat where buttons are usually placed. 
Fasten the coat around the body of the doll 
so as to cover the upper edge of the bronze 
kid, and rol! the top over to forma collar. 
Make a pompon of black silk to fasten on 
the top of the cap and the doll is complete. 
Place a board soit will havea good slant 
and put ‘Mr. McGinnis” at the top with the 
left hand and with the right give his capa 
pull forward and you will find what a 
‘tumbling doll” means. He will cause no 
end of merriment among the children, and 
is sure to interest older people as well. 
Many people like to obtain a souvenir 
from every new place they visit; these are 
enerally treasured carefully for a while, 
fien packed away because ‘I hate to throw 
them away you know.” A very nice way 
to preserve them as long as one usually re- 
gards them as treasures, is to make them 
useful, instead of putting them ina cabi- 
net. A handsome stone from the beach 
may be painted and used as a paper weight, 
or if one be not an amateur artist the name 
of the place may be written across the cen- 
tre with gold paint, or dashes of gold put 
around the edges. A large, round or flat 
beach stone may be made a very usefnl 
souvenir by heating it to carry in the 
hands when riding on a cold day; one 
would be sure to enjoy the stone almost as 
much as the memory of the outing. 

A large clam shell may be painted witha 
tiny marine view and used fora pin tray. 
Atuft of dried sea weed, if freed from all 
animal matter, will make a hit of effective 
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| drapery for a mirror. Milkweed sachets, 
birch-bark match safes, broom holders. 
painted lichens, ete., willcome under thls 
same Class of pleasing souvenirs which may 
be cast away without regret when their day 
of usefulness is over. A description of one 
more useful article,and I am done. This 
isa fanciful arrangement for holding up 
the dress under a wrap or gossamer, or if 
one attend a lawn party in the country and 
the grass is very damp. Use No. 12 satin 
ribbon, any color desired. Makea belt of 
it, fastened with a handsome bow; attach 
pieces of ribbon of the same kind, each 
eighteen inches long, to the front, back 
and each side. To the bottom of each of 
these strips fasten one of the new safety 
pins by which to hold up the dress. By 
taking it up carefully at these four points 
it may be lifted eben from the ground and 
held in place without creasing. 
INEZ REDDING, Chelsea, Mass. 

Mrs. Isador Clark, whose suggestions 
have helped the Bees before, wants to des- 
cribe a home-made flower stand, which 
might be copied in many a home before the 
winter months. 


“T want to tell the Bees of some things 
which a woman can make and are useful. 
Get a box as long as your window is wide 
and just as high as the window stool, and 
about two feet wide; put casters on the 
bottom of the box so it can be moved 
easily, and have the side towards the room 
fashioned into a door with hinges, the door 
to be the size of the box, and finished with 
a fastening of some kind; if nothing bet- 
ter can be found a piece of strap nailed on 
to the lid at one end, with asmall hole in 
the otherend of leather to slip over the 
nail, driven into the box for that purpose, 
will furnish a cheap and convenient fasten- 
ing. Get four rods made at the black- 
smith’s, each 12 inches high, with threads 
in one end two inches deep and two burrs to 
each. At the other end of rods two inches 
deep with two burrs, bore four holes in top 
of box one-fourth of the distance from 
front and back of box and five inches from 
end of box; place a burr on the deepest 
thread of the rods and put inthe box and 
push up through the hole and fasten in 
place with the other burr, and place the 
other three rods in thesame way. Get a 
half inch-board and on the under side put 
a piece of lath across so it will strengthen 
the end of the shelf. The shelf should pro- 
ject just an inchat each end beyond the 
rods. Bore a hole in each corner of shelf 
right through the lath, which should be 
on the under side. Now place the first 
four burrs on the four rods down as far as 
the thread, then slip the shelf on the rods 
and then fasten the shelf on with the re- 
maining four burrs; this shelf will be 12 
inches wide with a six inch shelf at its base 
on two sides and five inches at each end. 
You could fill the rods with spools if you 
wished, before placing on the top shelf, and 
then paint it white all over, and if you are 
clever with the brush finish as you like. 
Finished in gilt it would be lovely. Into 
this box set your floyers, when you are 
afraid they will freeze, and move into the 
centre of the room, and witha blanket or 
| something of the kind thrown over them 




















HOME-MADE FLOWER STAND. 


you can sleep and feel that your flower pets 
are safe from the cold, and, | assure you, you 
will have something you are proud of. The 
top shelf will hold two rows of flower pots 
of good size, or three smaller ones, with a 
row all around the lower part; of course 
the largest ones, the farthest from the sun, 
soas not to place the small ones in the 
shade. I must tell you how 1am going to 
make a cabinet, and it will be pretty. A 
box five feet high, 28 inches wide and six 
inches deep, is to be lined with garnet 
plush, then light airy shelves fastened at 
the back invisibly and at the front with 
rods and spools; the shelves and rods of 
spools to be painted white with white en- 
amel finish penciled with gold. Atthe top 
put a brass rod on which may be hungacur- 
tain of china silk, or not, according to 
taste, but it is useful to keep out dust. The 
rods will hold the shelves, 
on the front side, the front only being 
open; or a better way would be to have 
glass doors and shut them up tight. In 
this receptacle your curiosities are safe and 
may be admired by your friends. The out- 
side should be finished in cherry or walnut 
color or black, according to taste.” 

Here is an excellent suggestion: 

“During the vacation days the paper- 
covered book isin its glory,and we have 
them in every state of freshness or dilapi- 
dation. Some of the volumes are worthy 
of a better fate than that which too often 
befalls them. And those who have suffered 
from the carelessness of the friendly bor- 
rower will know how to appreciate the 
book covers that are in vogue. They are 
made so as to be used for any ordinary 
sized book, after a loose fashion, as the 
idea is to protect and not toadorn. Select 
a piece of silk; cut it sixteen inches long 
and eight inches broad. Find a lining of 
any suitable material and color and smaller 
than the outside, so that the silk may be 





. 


ut will only be | 


turned over fora depth of two inches at; 


jeach end. The part turned over must be: 
over-seamed on the upper and lower edges, 
and across them and down those that are 
turned in sew a gilt or silken cord. This 
is to be slipped over the paper volume, al- 
lowing the covers, back and front, to pass 
under the hems. Sew a ribbon to the mid- 
dle of each edge and fasten the cover on 
the book by tying it in a bow, A cover 
made in a similar fashion of clear, gray 
linen, tied with bright ribbon, is almost as 
beautiful and more serviceable. One made 
of pure white linen tied with pale blue rib- 
| bons is pretty and useful.” 
Gpeakiog of home-made furniture, O. M. 
Knapp tells how he made a small table or 
stand that proved very useful. 
“Tt is made of spools, 25 or 27 on one rod 
or leg. Take 
four iron rods 








each one- 
fourth inch in 
diameter, as 
long as you 
wish them. 
Take for the 
top a well-sea- 
soned piece of 
hard wood, for 
the centre 
board a piece 4 
of pine one- # 
half inch# 
thick, Run¥ 
the rodsg_ 
through the >= 
8 ls, then 
through the 
centre board; 
lue to the 
oard th A a 
spools upto thetop, when you are ready 
for the top board. Bore one-fourth inc 
holes halfway through the top board, nail 








HOME-MADE TABLE. 





with small brads or tiny nails, and glue to- 
gether. Paint with white paint and gild 
edges.” | 

Many of you have heard of making has- 
socks of tin cans, and as I have had several 
inquiries how to make 
them, I give this.which 
I do not pretend is 
», original with me. It 
is useful, however, and | 
is available for every- | 
one. Save up 
cans until you have 
seven of the same size. 
.» Remove the tops and 
paste several 








can. Then place one 
in the centre of a large 
sheet of plain paper 
and put around it as 
many as you can, all 
sides touching adjacent cans and one in 
the centre. With a pencil trace very care- 
fully the exact outline made on the paper 
by the group, then remove the cans and 
cut out the outline. This serves fora pat- 
tern, and is used, enlarged a quarter or a 
half inch all around, to cut out two shapes 
of coarse, strong stuff like ticking, denim 
or burlap. These two pieces, together with 
a strip the height of the cans, form a rough 
cover for the footstool. Stitch the strip all 
around one of the pieces, then draw it over 


TOMATO CAN HAS- 
SOCK. 





the cans as they are set in place; it will fit | 
in snugly around each. Now turnall up-| 


side down and sew the other piece strongly 
on. The solid ends of the cans are of 


| 18 .squar 


your | business at home, address Dr. 


thick- | ——_—— 
nesses of newspaper, 


smoothly around each | 


| $3 PAID 





course to come upward forthe top of the, 


|stool. Pad this upper side with cotton. 
Then cut and put on, in the same way as 
you did the coarser cover, one made of the 
material desired for 
cretonne, tapestry or with odd pieces o 
Brussels carpeting—any fabric you con- 


the footstool— 7 | 


sider suitable, finished with upholsterer’s | 


cord to match around top and bottom. The 
stool is firm, durable and satisfactory in 
every respect. QUEEN BEE. 
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$2 15 Buys our $9 Natural Finish Baby Carrt 
. complete with plated steel wheels, ax 
#prings, and one piece steam bent handle. ale of best mate. 
rial? ne'y fini. reliable aod piscwet for 3 years. Shipy 
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RAC CARPET 
LOOM 
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Ettdioree ant Price List FREE 


-—— Address C. M. NEWCOMB, 
B26 West 6th Strest, Davenport, tows. 
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15lbs,a month by a new harmless, herbal 
remedy—safe, sure and speedy, Trial 
kage sent FREE on application. 

ive ita trial, it costs you nothing. 
Chase Remedy Co., Dept. 11, Chicago. | 
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A - We'll make to 
A TAILOR-MADE SUIT 


FOR $10.00 ut 


equal to any local tailor’s 18.00 suit fora" 
Express charges prepaid ry 
just as cheap. We save 50 per cent by bun” 
b Diag e been ae carl makers—ys, Ph 
counts for It, Send for sample , 
full particulars—tree. pies of cloth ang 


LOUIS C. VEHON, Tailor, 103 Adams St, Chia 


Beeman’ 


All Wool , 


s Pepsin Gum, 


CAUTION.—See that the no», 
Beeman is on each wrapper, 
The Perfection of Chewin 
Gum and a Delletous Rem-q 
for Endigestion, Each tabie; pig 

tains One grain Beeman’s pure pein 
Send S cents for sample package, 
THE BEEMAN CHEmicaL Co. 
17 Lake St, Cleveland, 9, 
Originators of Pepsin Chewing Gum, 
“ A dollar saved is a di he fara = 
This Ladies’ Solid eet : 


gola Kid Button Boo 
free anywhere in the U.S. . elivered 
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Instruments, Drums, Uniformeani 


Brass Band siiyngusseroms: Catton 


bIass bal Veneer Lyop & Healv. Chicagy 


Inches Old Gold, Red, Blus, Pret x Tia 

Satin, all stamped, suitable lor Fic Cubiny 
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OLD COINS WANTED. Send stamps fia 
logue. National Coin Co,, 53 Z State St.,Bost 


WOMANS WORK(""::- 
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RODS Spanish Needles and Dip Needles 

sare the best Instruments for bur: 

minerals. B. G. STAUFFER, Harrisburg, !', 
ETS EERO, 


with Carertaux. ie 
cay. Lasts» lfetina Corsiar tee 
T.F.Tromas,MD.,Wellairip,5.L 





FILLYOUR OWN TEETH 


er 1000 for DISTRIBUTING CIRC. 
JARS. MALENA CO.,Wannior’s Marg. 


Tt OW te Conduct Entertainments, ete.; a bouk frre. 
McAllister, Mfg. Optician. 49 Nassau St, \.¥ 


send two stamps for 
ustrated Circular Letter 
No.19 W.Von BERGEN, S87 
Court St., Boston, Mass. 








Epilepsy. The only sure treatment. | i- 
sure an entire cure, to stay cured for ‘i1:' | 
ask no fee. Dr. Kruse, M. C, St.Louis.Ms 
f Paid 
For 149 Old Coins. Save all 
you get,coined before 1874,and 
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Discovery. 


1. By sending a posta) with your name and addres | 

2. To Post-office Box 16492, Boston, Massachasetts, 

#3. You will learn how to make from 3 to $3 dey 
. Without neglecting home duties and witboat eaplls!, 
. By handling a wonderfal, new Household Special: 
. Which is badly needed in very nearly every home 
. And offers pleasant, profitable, permanent positions 
. Owners and article have the highest endorsemen's 
|. To get particulars and free earmples you must actteday 

, All those who bave done so have discovered 
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Of a Lifetime. 
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FREE. 
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daily trying to get wu 

5 heh gto sell by mall 
that will be pretty, useful, 
and cheap. «A pretty foot- 


rest could never be ob- 





be filled with cotton or any cheap oF © 
then sewn up, we can now give ® 
welcome in every room in al 7 
Maine to California, Tt comet ise al 
handsome Spanicl Bow-Wow, lying de rane! 
inches, and can always be placed for am pi ‘as a Foot Br 
in use by grandina or yourself or company in frost of ¢ 
It will create untold merriment wher WME oagh e 
fire, itia so life-like in shape and color o9 hetthions 
new, 67,394 have alrcady been nts will Ane 
will be in use before many ‘months. AKC t99 
if onder at I 
een 


sold, 


for Mc., one dozen, 81.00; one Rest ante, we 
DMe.; one Rest and Bie. Jot Remnants, ‘Box 133, Avro 
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POINTS ON PEARLS. 


ODD FACTS ABOUT THEM FURNISHED 
BY AN EXPERT. 








WRITTEN FOR CoMFoRT. 


Copyright, 1894, by The Gannett £ Morse Concern. 


HE famous expert 
gens, Mr. George F, Kunz, 
has been gulhering some 
facts about pearls fur the 
United States Fish Com- 
NWiission. 

It would appear that the 
most remarkable collec- 
Lions of pearls ever gut lo- 






dinns In the Miami and 
Scioto valleys in prelis- 
toric times. 
epoch previous to the 
landing of Culumbus,gems 
of this sorl were oltuined 
from the streams of that 
legion ib sh aay 
1 frequently of greatsize. Im fact, thelr 
ple teeter on ascale fur beyond thatof modern 
. They were derived from fresh-water mussels 
e kind known as unios. Within quite recent 
& these mussels have been regularly fished for, 
many thousands of dollars worth of pearls being 
secared, but the yield has been quickly exhausted, 

The Indians of the region mentioned were com par- 
atively far advanced in civilization long before the 
first white men reached America, ‘They used orna- 
ments of copper and understood the weaving of 
eloth. Their primitive jewelers drilled boles in 
bears’ teeth, in which pearls were set, Peuris were 
alao commonly employed for adorning Various gur- 
ments, to which they were sewn. For this purpose 
holes were bored through the pearls wilh » heated 
copper wire. 

ersons of distinction among these aborigines 
owned great quantities of pearls. It is very proba- 
ble that the possession of such gems Was & preroga- 
tive of rank in the tribe, When these important in- 
dividuals died, their pearls were buried with them, 
Thus inthe great burial mounds only some of the 
skeletons are found to have been interred with 
pearls. In one mound enough pearls lo overflow ao 

lon measure were obtained wilh two skeletons, 
bey ranged from the size of a small millet-seed toa 
diameter of more than two-thirds of an inch, 

Not a few of these pearls might suitably have doe- 
erated a royal crown, But, alas! they were all 
totally spoiled, Some had suffered from’ the action 
of fire, while others had become decayed through 
contact with water filtering through the soil, By 
the latter cause many of them had been cemented to- 
gether in masses. Such Is ulways the condition of 

arla recovered after a long burial. Unlike prec- 

us stones, they are subject to decay and mitst ne 
kept very ae 4 inorder to be preserved. The 
pearls of ancient times bave all vanished from the 

d. 

area of the pearls obtained from Indian mounds 
retain any trace of thelroriginal lustre, By caretul 
peeling an occasional one hus been made toyield a 
smaller gem with a fair “orient, as the peculiar 

arly sheen is called. From one group of mounds 
Irthe Little Miami valley half a bushel of pearls 
were secured—nearly every one blackened by heat, 
some cracked, and all worthless except a4 curiosities, 
Another group yielded nearly 500,000 pearls. Fifteen 
good-sized buxes were Milled with them. Great num- 
bers of bears’ teeth set with pearls were dug up. 

Wherever pearls are found (hey are flahed for with 
such lack of discretion as soon to destroy the sup- 
ply. This was the case in the Bay of California, 
which at one time possessed some of the richest and 
most productive banks of pearl oysters in the world, 
Similar conditions threatening the destruction of the 
pearl fishery in the bay of Ago, Japan, the depart- 
ment of agriculture of that’country undertook not 
Jong ago to increase the crop by artifice. The bay 
in question is Smiles long and 2 miles broad, and, 
penetrating inland for some distance, ita waters are 
always calm. 

Pearl oysters have been abundant along the shores 
of the bay ata depth of 6 to 35 feet, the bottom being 
sandy with a scunt growth of seaweeds. In fact, the 
gem-bearing mollusks were so easily got at that 
thelr extermipation was only a question of a short 
lime. Fortunately, no better place for the purpose 
ef artificial propagation could well be imagined, 
Accordingly, the government authorities tried the 
experiment of propagating the bivalves by the same 
Means as are adopted for breeding true edible oys- 
ters, collecting the ‘spat’ on tiles, ropes, etc. 

In this way the value of the fishery has been In- 
creased tenfold within a few years. The Japanese 
government believes that the same method might be 

rofitably employed with the pearl oyster elsewhere, 
tmay be that some day the banks of the Gulf of 
California, which have furnished some of the most 
beautiful pearls now in existence, will be made to re- 


0! 
year 





e thelr former productiveness. 
artificial pearls are now made by a new pro- 
tess, Beads are cut from real mother-of-pearl 
shells, and these are coated with silver, which gives 
them almost the same specific gravity as real pearls, 
while the silver lends a lustre somewhat like that of 
agray pearl. 

e shells of many extinct species of mollusks— 
such as the coiled ammonites, which were related to 
the modern nautilus—had linings of pearl. Many of 
them have been so well preserved inthe rocks that, 
after the lapse of millions of years, they retain o 
beautifal Iustre. Baculites and ammonites dug 
from the Cretaceous deposits of Dakota and else- 
where are gorgeous in their coloring, more rich and 

lowing ban any other pearly material known. 
Rocsttasn they look like masses of opal, _ - 

A beautiful marble obtained from Carinthia is 
Known as “fire marble.” It is made into snuff boxes 
and other elegant little articles. It is very rare and 
costly. The material ts a kind of limestone filled 
with fossilized shells, the colors of which are so 
splendid that the substance iseasily mistaken for 

re opal, 

Among the most valuable pearls are the rose-tinted 
ones produced bya species of conch found in the 
aeighborhood of the West Indies, A single oyster 
may yield at the same time both white and purple 
pearls. Concretions of peacock-hued material are 
sometimes found in the abalone, which feteh high 
prices as pearls. Clams of the comnion sort some- 
limes afford pearls of good size, but they look so 
moch like ordinary pearl buttons as to be worthless, 
Occasionally pearls are found [n very curious shapes, 
soas to represent, with the addition of a litth: gold 
or enamel, heads of animals and other objects for 
mounting in scarf-pins and such ornaments, One 
was sold ata large price not long ago whieh strik- 
ingly resembled the head of Michvel Angelo, The 
finest pearls of the worl! come from the Persian 
Gulf, where the oyster beds produce $2,000,000 per 
atnom, In the Sulu Sen womendo the diving for 
pearls. : : 

Black pearls fetch higher prices than white ones in 
Europe. A bluck pearl found in the Gulf of Cali- 
fornia in 1881 sold in Paris for $10,000. Means have 
been found to make pearls of any color black in a 
bath of nitrate of silver, or to turn them to rose- 
eolor, lilac, gray, or What nol. However, experts 
know how to detect such deceptions, Foshion affects 
the pearl market. Black pearls have heen the rage 
forsome Ume past, The biggest pearl known is 2 
inches in length and weighs 3 ounces, 


Apearl is formed about agrain of sand or other 
foreign body that finds lodgmentin the oyster, Tt is 
made of the same secretion that composes tlhe pearly 
lining of the shell of the mollusk. Now and thena 
little fish will get caughtin a pearl oyster and be {t- 
self transformed into a pearl. ‘The most extraordi- 
Bary pear] in the worl) Is known os the ‘Southern 
Cross.” It consists of agroupof nine pearls nata- 
rally grown together in 50 regular a manner as to 
form an almost perfect Latin cross measuring an 
inchandahalfinilength, The superstitious discov- 

roof this surprising freak, off the const of west 
oxtralia, buried it because be was afraid. 


The most beautiful pearl in existence is in n 
Museum at Moscow. It is perfectly spherical, and 
80 brilliant and pure as to Appear almost transpar- 
ent. Weight, 9) grains. The imperial crown of 
Austria contains a pearl of 300 carats. There is a 
Pearl in the Spanish regalia weighing 400 carats. It 
was obtained from the Guif of California, Green 
raph come from the Marianne archipelago. Two 

ruby-red pearls were found at the Ceylon fishery 
ene agoand are owned by the rajah of the Sulu 

Ise ds, 





in | adorned 


gether were owned by Ine | 


During an} 


Comrort. 














| 
Some of the fest pearls in the world are owned by 
| Queen Marguerite of Ituly, the biggest of them being 


the size of a robin's ego. Her husband gives her 
pearls on every angiversary of their marriage. A 


| necklace of grav pearls helonging lo the Enipress of 


Russia is appraised at $500,000. The most valuable 
collection of black peuris in existence is the prop- 
erty of the Empre of Austria. The most beautiful 
pearl in existence ndorns the sword-hi|tof the Shab 
of Persia; its price Was $500,000, Pope Leo's tiara is 
with a pink pearl worth 310,000, Marie 
Mupnier, the French actress, owns a casende of 
pearls worth $400,000, 





iridescent substance derived from tist-scnles, 
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SOME VIRGINIA GAMES. 
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PART of the Northern 
Neck of Virginia 
known as Fairtield’s, is 
by visitors said to be 
“a pluce to have a good 


the young people, 
Bounded on one side 
by the Chesapeake Bay, 
this country offers 
many natural advant- 
ages forsummersports, 
such as picnics on the 
bay-shore, sails, fishing 
parties, etc. In winter 
dull times are pre- 
vented by an occa- 
sional novel party, 
oyster roasts, social 
gatherings (where new 
games are introduced), 
etc. Helow is a des- 
cription of some of the amusements of the 
young people of Fairfield’s. 

A Straw Ride: The wagon-drivers (young 
men of the neighborhood) are provided with 
large wagons adorned with flags—the largest 
beniing the name of the driver's post-office. 
Flags are also on the horses and drivers. Straw 
in the bottoms of the wagons furnish seats 
Every driverin his fine turn-out calls for the 
girls whose names are on his list. The boys are 
not called for, and if they are not calling onthe 
girls, are aptto be left. The wagons are soon 
filled with merry girls and boys, and the drive 
to the bhay-shore is delightful. Supper, pro- 
vided by the girls, is served on the beath; also 
confectionery, provided by the boys. Moor 
light strolls on the shore are enjoyed, but more 
enjoyable is the moonlight straw ride home. 


Charades: The company is divided into two 
parts: one to make the charade, tbe other to 
guess it. The party for acting the charade 
leaves the room. Soon after they re-enter und 
act the word, and if the other party guess it, 
they can go out and make a charade, and the 
successful party take their place in guessing. 
For instance, if the word Washington is taken, 
it is Announced a5 A proper noun of three syl- 
lables; two acts. The first act may be carried 
out by adivision of the party in the act of 
washing—rubbing their handkerchiefs on 
boards or there may be two or three of the 








In Paris, by the | 


party dressed as washwomen, with basins of 
water and clothes to wash. The second act 
may be carried out by a division of the party in 
the act of lifting something very heavy, while 
one of the party may remark that “it weighs 
2,000 pounds.” If the word infancy is taken, 
the first acts represents on inn; the second, 
something faney, Odd-fellows, Lord Balti- 
more, Comfort and Shnkespeare are good 
words. A good deal of originality is brought 
out in this game. 


A Masquerade Party: The young folks meet 
at an appointed place to put on their disguises, 
Every girl is given a slip of paper with her 
number on it, and acollection of correspond- 
ing uumbers is carried to the boys’ room. 
Each boy draws 4 number, and gets the girl 
corresponding to his number, whom he takes 


tothe place appointed for the party. Some- 
times a sailor boy goes out with a sister of 
charity, Columbus with Red Riding Hood, 


Martha and George Washington, and s0 on. 
The fun for each couple comes in trying to find 
out each other. Some of the boys go into big 
mud holes and try to almost upset the buggy to 
get the girl excited, and to hear her squeal. 
| Sometimes they get badly fooled, and say the 
| wrong things to the right girl, and vice versa; 
{and itis so hard sometimes to keep from-say- 
j}inganything. The face masks are taken off at 
| the house where the party is held; and there is 
much funin correcting mistakes, and teasing 
the ones who were fooled. The young folksare 
then entertained in any way selected by the 
hostess, <A confectionery supper may be 
served if liked. 

A Bonnet and Necktie Party: Every lady 
takes material fora bonnet, and every geutle- 
man material for a necktie; these materials, 
with needles, cotton, ete., are placed on separ- 
fate tables in one room, (or otherwise, as the 
hostess moy choose.) Every gentleman chooses 
}alady, (or they may be coupled by numbering, 
as in the masquerade party) and proceeds to 
the bonnet and necktie room, where the gentle- 
man selects his lady's bonnet and trimmings, 
and she selects material for his necktie. They 





are trimmed and the neckties made. The 
ladies appear about as awkward in cutting and 
making four-in-hand ties,as the gentlemen in 
threading needles and trimming the bonnets. 
The peculiar tastes about such things dis- 
played by the gentlemen, and ladies as well, is 
amusing. For one lady of blonde complexion 
wastrimmed a buff Neopolitan bonnet with buff 
ribhon; infront was a large vellow rose. The 
loops of ribbon were pinned down with mourn- 
ing pins. Sometimes the bonnets and neckties 
are worn out tosupper. Prizes are awarded for 
the best trimmed bonnet and the best made 
necktie. Booby prizes are also given. 


ee 


CURIOUS FACTS, 
Queen Victoria has fifty-five dogs. 
London has a population of 4,754,312, 
A certain kind of tree [In Venezuela yields milk. 


Women commercial travelers are common in 
Europe, 

The English language has two hundred and fifty 
thousand wuids, 

On an average, only 18,500 widows remarry, as 
Against 27,000 widowers. 

An old sickle blude found near Thebes is four thou- 
sand years old, proving that wrought iron was of 
early origin. 

A German bas Invented a shell filled with a chemi- 





eal combination called a fog creator, When it ex- 
plodes itenshrouds in darkness the enemy at whom 
it is thrown, 


It is said that bananas yield more to the acre than 
uny other fruit. The produce of an acre of bananas is 
one hundred and thirty-three times as greatas that 
of an acre of wheat, 


Buctananguina is the name of a new species of 
fibrous material recently found in the United States 
of Columbia, South America, It is transparent and 
incombustible and has many of the remarkable 
qualities of asbestos. 


What are known Os “Roman | 
) pearls’ are made by lining globules of ginss with wu 





then return to the parlor, where the bonnets ; 








time, especially among | 











The longest reach of railway without acurve is 
saidtau be on the Argentine Pacitie Railway, from 
Buenos Ayres te the Andes. For two hundred and 
eleven mies it f# without a curve and bus no em- 
hankmentorcut of more than two or three feet. 


The phrase “dead asadoor nail" originated from 
the fact that in early days the old-fashioned knocker 
struck against a large nail which served as the plate. 
As this plate or pail was struck maby more times 
thununy other, iL was wssumed tu be deader than 


julher nails 


A Californin man has Invented a way of altuching a 
mast to a common bicsele, so that the rider can sail 
across wuler without (ismounting, The sail is at 
tached to a ten foot mast and an eight foot boom, and 
Weighs six puunds wud nine ounces, costing only 


| about ten dollars. 


A tramp called ata house In Indiana awhile ago 


and denunded suinething to eat. It was refused, and 
he made an insulting remark to the woman who 
answered him, She seized afence picket ond chased 
him four blocks. Dhere she seized him by the hair 


oul thrashed bim util he Was lnsensible, 


It is how the custom to use the words man and 
woman iostead of lady and gentleman, as was for- 
merly the fashion, Sieceevery Washwoman insists 
upou being called a lady, the most sensible women 
prefer to be called woman, and refer lo Lhe opposite 
sex us men, Never, under any 
admissible to refer to mich os “gents.” 

Not one person ina thousund knows why well bred 
people cover the mouth with the hand when yawn- 
ing. Four or five hundred years ogo there wus a 
common superstition in Europe that the devil al- 
ways stood ready lo etter aiman's body ond tuke 
jussessign of itjand that he much preferred lo gu 
down the mouth, According to this superstition, the 
devil waited a reasonable length of time, and if the 
man did not open bis mouth the devil made him 
yawn; and then, when his mouth was open, jumped 
dowt his throat, The people believed, however, that 
ifthey made the sign of the cross over the mouth, 
the devil would be seare!l away, Country people 
Ituly and Spain, still cross themselves in thuf way, 
bul most other people bave forgotten the cross sign, 





| but keep out the devil simply by placing the hand | 


before the lips. 
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Answers to Correspondents. 


“Janie” oF VERMONT asks for information as 
to the length a girl of fifteen should wear her 
dresses. Unless she isexceptionally tallforher 
age, she should have them come to the tops of 
her boots and dress in inconspicuous colors. 


PrizEWINNER, Brooxtys, N.Y. You win the 
wager. The prices paid under Comfort's Nut- 
shell Story Club offer are higher than those 
paid by uny other publication for short stories 
of 1,000 words. 


TaxipeRMIST, HELENA, Mont. The best book 
for your purpose is Wood's Natural History. 
By reading “A Paradise Open to All” in this 
issue you will see how you can geta copy of 
this wonderful work free. 


R. L.C. Granp Rapips, Micw. By reference 
to pages 294 and 295 of the American Newspaper 
Directory of 184, you will find that ComFrort 
has the largest guaranteed circulation of any 
paper in America. You therefore win your bet. 


M. L. H. or Texas wants to know the best 
way to keep carpetsinsummer. The best pian, 
if one must use carpets in summer, is to keep 
them thoroughly swept and dusted, which will 
keep away itsects, us far us possible. But a 
better way is not touse thick carpets at all. 
Bare floors of hard wood or even painted ones 
with rugs are more fashionable as well as more 
sensible, and the beautiful Japanese mattings 
which cost little and come not only in regular 
carpet widths but are now woven to fit all sizes 
of rooms, or as druggets and rugs, ore fast 
superseding carpets. 


“A SUBSCRIBER’ wants to know how to wash 
silk waists, Make a good suds with pure white 
sonp with a teaspoonful of borax added to a 
gallon of suds, Rub gently and draw the waist 
through the hands carefully, but not wring. A 
second suds may be necessary and several 
rinsing waters should be used with a little 
borax inesch. Iron before perfectly dry. 

“MriniIamM” oF East TENNESSEE has a great 
deal of trouble in making yeast bread and 
wants to know how toovercome it. Try leav- 
ing yeast alone fora while and use the best 
baking powder instead, which is referred toin 
our Kitchen Chats. Every reader is recom- 
mended to send to the Royal Haking Powder 
Company (whose address will be found in 
another part of this paper) for a copy of their 
“Royal Baker and Pastry Cook," which givesa 
thousand first class recipes, by saying you saw 
it in Comrort, you will get the book free. 


ae 


THE MINISTER FOUND A GOOD ENIFE 
AFTER SEARCHING FOR YEARS. 
Oskaloosa, Iowa, July, 6, 1894. 
Maner & Grosu, Toledo, Ohio. 

GenTLEMEN:—I have been looking for years 
fora good knife, and have been unsble to find 
one. Your knife, 034, was received in due Lime, 
and gives perfect satisfaction. It is the best 
knife I have ever seen. Enclosed $1.50 for which 
please forward the Chauncey M. Depew knife 
with case. Respectfully, 

Epwin C. Hotman, Pastor Cong’! Church. 

Answer Maher & Grosh advertisement in this Issue 
and you will find just what you want also.—Ep, 
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u Home, rial Free. No Pain, 
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Noexperience required. Our patterns 
do the work. 


+ an hour, Par send 10¢. for Pater d 
full particulars, MARTIN & OO,. Adana, N.Y. 
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SPRING REDS. We Cell how Free. We sell material, 
2to B beds made and sold aday, pays bis, 
write ORDWAY & CO., 12 Gay St, Peoria, I. 
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FOR ALL. ©5 9 month salary ands 

penses paid. If you woot employment write 

stcoce to, O. VICKERY, Augusta, Maine. 
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with bead, orno charge. Send 2c. stamp for Pawplilet. 
De, M, Ney Smith, Specialist, 1011 Olive st., St. Louls, Mo 


| YOUR FUTURE REVEALED.| 


Send your naive and address to Nox A 
10", Boston, Mass, for thee book, whieb, 
telia You how to read wour een fortune. | 

gs ij 2 E Ss relief, final cure in a few 
days, and never returns; 
ho purge: no salve; no suppository. Mniled free, 

Address J. H. HEEVES, Hox ti, New York City, N.Y. 
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WONDER CADINET F EE » Pack Trick 
Cards, 2 Magic Keys, Devil's Bottle, Pocket 
Camera, Lavest Wire Purtle, Book of Sir.phtuf 
Head, Total Value fe bent free wih imoente 
catalogue of 1000 Marpains for 1Ge, for postare, 
INGERSOLL & @RO., 65 Cortlandt birest NY. 


SOLID GOLD Weading, 


Kogncementand Birthe 
day RINGS lor $1.50 by 
express C.O.D, ; receiver to 
pay express charges or seud 
cash with order ad wo send 
Uy mall postpaid. Kerail price, 
$5.00 Our price only 
$2.50, [nitlais encraved 
withootextracharge. No.1 |» sulid gold, set with eouuine 
Montana rublesand peuris, No. 2 la a massive woltd 
eld wedding ring, Mention size mud etyie wanted, 
Fatch Bud Jewelry Catalogue with each order. Address, 
Kirtland Brus, & Co,, G2 Fultou st., A, ¥. 
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FPiease mention Comvont when you write, 


“GAINED Ii Pounps 
in 45 Days,” 


Said Hon. W. W. Kinlock, editorially in 
his paper, Christian County Republican, 
Ozark, Mo.: “I took two boxes NO-TO- 
BAC a year ago, it destroyed desire for 
tobacco, and I gained 11 pounds in 15 
days. This is not a paid notice, but 
our experience, given in hopes that 
many other poor tobacco slaves may 
take NO-TO-BAC and be freed.” A cure 
easily within your reach by the use of 


NO-TO-BAC 


because it acts directly on the nerve 
centres, destroys {he nerve craving 
effects, builds up and improves the 
entire nervous system. filakes WEAK 
MEN STRONG. Many reporta gain of 
ten pounds in ten days. You run no 
physical or financial risk. NO-TO-BAC 
sold under 


OUR GUARANTEE 


1s PLAIN AND TO THE FOINT, 
Jne box, $1L.0U. three boxes, 


Gu NTEED 10: 

to cure je 
Bebo HAbir In any form, 
+ Or money refunced. We 
3} don't claim to cure every- 
one, butthe percentage is 
80 large, we can better at- 





































aper, 

Co. 
to be rellable and 
dona they agrec. 


: 
Tals we ford to have good wil| of 
GUARANTEE occasional faliure, than 

1? bis money. We have FAITH 

—. in {10-TO-BAC, If youtry No- 


To-Bac, yuu will find that itis 


WORTH ITS 
WEICHT IN COLD. 


Book called “Don't Tobscco Spit and 
Smoke Your Life Away,” mailed for the 
asking. Buy No-To-Bac from druggiat or 
mailed for price. Address The STERLING 
REMEDY CO., Chicago Office, (5 Randolph 
8t.; New York Office, 10 Spruce st.; Labo- 
ratory, Indinna Mineral Springs,Ind. (9) 


Heeeeee” 


to you 
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August was named in honor of Augustus 
Cesar, the Roman Emperor. Originally 
August had but thirty days, and February 
had the extra one, with thirty for leap year. 





The sardonyx issaid to be the lucky 
stone for those born in August who wish 
for conjugal felicity. The onyx, however, 
was formerly thought to contain an im- 
prisoned devil which wakes at sunset and 
brings bad dreams to its possessor. 





In these days when athletics are in the 
highest favor, and seem to be out-ranking 
scientific studies in some colleges, the re- 
cent decision of President Eliot of Har- 
vard College is of widespread interest. He 
would allow college boysa great deal of 
scope in the matter of athletics, both in 
ball playing and in rowing, but he does not 
believe that the younger boys should be 
permitted to engage in inter-collegiate 
games, or in any matches on any but their 
own grounds. He is properly alive to the 
value of athletics ina school curriculum, 
as a valuable aid to the process of turning 
out from the University symmetrically de- 
veloped graduates, but he would restrict 
foot ball games to such a degree as to 
lessen the number and the violence of the 
collisions between the players. A good 
many foot ball specialists agree in this, and 
have long been aware that the game must 
in some way be stripped of its features of 
roughness and danger. By taking the lead 
in this, and other reforms in college sports, 
the Harvard President is doubtless blazing 
the way for other universities towards 
such improvements as will bring athletics 
into true relations with the college course. 





A truly unfortunate day was the 24th of 
last June, the day when President Carnot 
of France was assassinated. Regulus, in 
his predictions for June, said: ‘It is feared 
that there will be some shocking drowning 
disaster to a pleasure party.’? On that very 
day a tug-boat went out off Sandy Hook, 
at the entrance to New York Harbor, and 
was overtaken by an accident, which has 
not yet been satisfactorily accounted for, 
whereby over forty people were drowned. 
On the same day a steamer was returning 
from an excursion up the Hudson river, N. 
Y., when an accident happened to the 
machinery, killing two men outright and 
injuring hundreds more in the panic that 
followed. In another place a yacht upset 
in placid water and drowned a family party 
of five, while several single cases of drown- 
ing occurred on the same day. Regulus 
also predicted intense heat during the lat- 
ter part of June; and never has there been 
so hot a June during the memory of the 
present generation of men. Again, he 
foretold for the latter part of the month 
“anarchistic tendencies” and such “‘recruit- 
ing of the membership of secret organiza- 
tions’? as would render it necessary for 
authorities to be on the alert. This was 
carried out by the widespread railroad 
strike on several roads centering into 
Chicago, in which over 700,000 men were 
concerned. It is quite worth while to fol- 
low out Regulus’ predictions in these col- 
umns. 





The income tax which has taken so much 
time in the United States Senate the past 
few months, has aroused more general in- 
terest throughout the country, than any 
subject for legislation has fora long time. 
The theory of all taxation is that to be just 
it must be equal. A man witha dollar a 
year income has an interest in the support 
of the government, as well as he with an 
income of $10,000. At the same time he 
should not be taxed as much, as there are 
more men with small incomes than with 


1 





collected; for an uneven distribution of 
| the burdens of taxation is manifestly un- 
just. It is wholly unjust to say that a man 
with $3,000 a year shall be taxed for it 


while the man who has an income of $2,900 | 


a year goes free. If there isto be an in- 
come tax, everyone who is benefited by it 
should contribute his or her just propor- 
tion. In Saxony, one of the provinces of 
Central Europe, the income tax is the fair- 
est inthe world, and under it everybody 
who has any income at all contributes 
something to the government. The tax 
begins on annual incomes of $71.40 with 
one-fifth of 1 per cent, and runs up to 3 per 
cent; sothat a person with that income 
pays annually about 14 cents; but on all in- 
comes above $1,713.60 a tax of 3 per cent is 
paid, and everything that comes yearly on 
the credit side of a man’s account is taxed. 
If a man owns a house and lives in it he is 
taxed on the rent he would pay if he rented 
it, and the same is true of the products of a 
man’s labor which he uses in his family, 
whether he be farmer or manufacturer, but 
he can deduct interest on debts, insurance 
and repairs. The fairness of the Saxony 
system makes it tolerable to the inhabi- 
tants. 





An event of quite as much importance in 
political Europe, as the assassination of 
Presidents Lincoln and Garfield here, was 
the murder of President Carnot of France 
on June 25, while he was on his way to at- 
tend the theatre. The United States hasa 
peculiar sympathy with France because that 
country has a republican government like 
our own; and consequently the news of 
President Carnot’s assassination sent a 
thrill of horror over every American citi- 
zen, He was visiting in Lyons, where the 
event was made a festive occasion. 
day of honors which ended in a banquet, 
President Carnot started in acarriage for 
the theatre where a performance was to be 
given in his honor. On the way there, 
while the carriage was surrounded by a 
cheering multitude,a man was seen to rush 
toward and jumpon the steps of the car- 
riage. The gleam of a knife was seen for 
an instant and President Carnot fell back 
in his seat, deathly pale. The Mayor of 
Lyons, who was sitting beside him, im- 
mediately struck the fellow in the face and 
knocked him down. He was captured at 
once and it was with difficulty that the 
crowds were prevented from killing him. 
M. Carnot was taken at once from the car- 
riage and placed in a bed in the Mayor's 
official residence, where he died within 
three hours. President Carnot’s adminis- 
tration had been marked by honesty of 
purpose, conservatism and the respect and 
confidence even, of his personal enemies. 
'In his death France has lost a sincere, 
' straight-forward official, who was a credit 
to his country and who governed it with 
prudence and patriotic devotion. A most 
singular feature of the matter to COMFORT 
readers is the fact that “Regulus” in his 
predictions for June in this paper, foretold 
the assassination of some public official by 
an anarchist. 








The case of Mr. Erastus Wiman, who a 
few months ago was a millionaire and a 
highly respected citizen of New York, is 
singular and pitiful, but it is also, unfortu- 
nately, an illustration of the outcome of 
modern times. The spirit of getting rich, 
which is not content to make money by the 
old-fashioned slow and conservative meth- 
ods, which is so common in America to-day, 
is the destruction of many a man who starts 
out in the world honestly, and who stands 
before the world as a model of all the vir- 
tues. He was one of the few men of great 
wealth who was supposed to take an active 
interest in public movements, and who 


had been accustomed to handling large 
sums of money for other people, and as is 
too often the case, was detected in embez- 
zling other peoples’ funds. It would not 
seem that there was any necessity for this, 
but as with other Napoleons of finance of 
to-day, the passion for acquisition became 
superior to conscience and judgment, and 
in a moment of emergency wrought his 
downfall. Possessed of ample means of 
his own, standing before the community 
as a high minded, progressive and public- 
spirited man, with everything in his favor, 
it is hard to understand how he could, 
even ina moment of weakness and aber- 
ration of the moral vision, have stooped to 
‘such fatal folly. He has been sentenced to 
imprisonment and hard labor for five years 
anda half, and the millionaire of a few 
months ago is to-day a “jail bird.”’ His is 
but a single instance in these modern 
times, and illustrates a lesson for every 





ComrFort. 





After a | 
| gelatine as to possess eight times the gelatin- 


;able source of food supply some day. 





was one of the leading men of his day. Hej 








this spirit of eagerness to make ten dollars 
out of one dollar, honestly or dishonestly, 
but any way to make it, as they would a 
plague. “Slow but sure” is the best motto 
afterall. - 








OCEAN GARDENING. 
WRITTEN FOR COMFORT. 
Copyright, 1894, by The Gannett & Morse Concern. 


HIS isan industry 
offering great op- 
portunities which 
)_ have been over- 

looked up to date. 
There are many 
vegetables growing 
in the sea which are 








= both palatable and 
if gy Nutritious. Among 
& them there is pot 

one poisonous 

—-  species,so far as is 

known. One great 

advantage possessed by them is that they re- 
quire no cultivation, but may be gathered in 


;almost unlimited quantities by any harvester 


who knows enough to appreciate them. What 
is needed is aneducation of the popular taste 
in respect to the merits of such delicacies for 
the table. 

Itistrue that a few species of seaweeds are 
used as food to some extent in various parts of 
the world. Probably the best known of them 
is the so-called “Irish moss,” which grows far 
down on rocks that are only uncovered by low 
spring tides. It is obtained mostly from the 
west coast of Ireland, and, after being bleached 


by exposure to sun and rain, is exported to! 
“Dulse” is | 


the United States and elsewhere. 
sold on the streets of Edinburgh and Glasgow 
and green and pink “laver" is occasionally em- 
ployed as an ingredient for soups. Another 
familiar marine vegetable is “Japanese isin- 
glass,” which contains so great a percentage of 


izing power of ordinary gelatine. Housewives 
might utilize it to advantage but for the fact 
that it will not melt in the mouth. 

The taste for vegetables of the sea must be 
acquired, but those who eat them become very 
fond of them. They ought to become a valu- 
Laver 
and dulse are common on the northwest coast 
of this country and are caten by the Haida In- 
dians of Queen Charlotte Islands and other 
tribes, who prepare them by drying and press- 
ing them into compact blocks. When wanted 
for food, slices are cut and boiled. In British 
Columbia and Alaska deer browse eagerly on 
sea-mosses during the long run-out of the 
spring tides. Seaweeds are much eaten in 
China and Japan, where thousands of tons are 
gathered annually, packed in bales and shipped 
to all parts of those countries. The plants are 
mixed in soups and with rice, fish and vege- 
tables. 

One advantage of this kind of diet in that 
part of the world is that it gives a salt taste to 
whatever it is mingled with. This is an impor- 
tant economy for the poorer classes, who are 
obliged to pay very dear for salt, particularly 
if they live far away from the ocean. Also 
these weeds have an aromatic flavor of the sea, 
which is agreeable to the eastern palate. The 
Chinese manufacture gelatine from seaweeds, 
which is used by bakers for making biscuits, 
by paper-makers and by manufacturers of 
stuffs, for stiffening. By the Malaysa kind of 
seaweed is collected which, boiled down, pro- 
ducesa glue called “agar-agar.” This mater- 
ial is utilized by physicians almost exclusively 
for experiments in breeding bacteria. 

Seaweeds formin the Atlantic Ocean great 
banks, often extending for miles. They propa- 
gate as they float, being supported at the sur- 
face of the water by bulbs filled with air. In 
these floating meadows of marine vegetables 
exist enormous stores of material in readiness 
for use by man, but no practicable method has 
thus far been devised for bringing the stuff 
profitably to market or for spreading it upon 
the soil. Seaweeds, applied as manure, pos- 
sess remarkable properties. As a fertilizer 
they are unsurpassed, and they act with won- 
derful rapidity, producing at once most plente- 
ous crops from soil that has been unproductive. 
Onthe French shore of the British Channel 
2,250,000 tons of seaweeds are gathered annually 
with drags and rakes for manure. 


A very remarkable kind of seaweed is the 
“giant kelp,” which lines the shores along the 
northwest coast of the United States. The 
stem of the plant attains a length of 300 feet, 
bearing at its top an air-bulb, from which a 
tuft of streamer-like leaves 30o0r40 feet long 
extends. The greater part of the stem is no 
thicker than a common window-cord, very 
strong and flexible. The natives in that 
region have used it for centuries for fish-lines. 
Is is prepared by soaking, stretching and dry- 
ing, being finally knotted together in lines 
sometimes 1.000 feet in length for deep-sea fish- 
ing. Theupper part of the stem is much en- 
larged and hollow. This portion was employed 
by the Indians formerly to hold dogfish-oil. 


If the long fronds of the giant kelp be ob- 
served after exposure to rain, little sacs of 
fluid are found to be formed on their surface. 
When these are cut.a glairy colorless liquid 
escapes. This isavery remarkable substance. 
It has fourteen times the gumminess of starch 


and is thirty-seven times as gummy as gum- 
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large. If the country must have an income | man of to-day. Let those in possession of 
tax at all it should be a just one and fairly ; moderate incomes be content, and avoid 


arabic. When evaporated on slate, it Assumes 
the form of thin sheets resembling Belatine 
und very flexible. These sheets can be written 


,or printed upon. It is said that such sheetg 


are used in parts of Japan for windows, being 
very translucent. This curious stuff is uscty 
for various commercial purposes, such as dye. 
ing. It is excellent for thickening soups and 
puddings, and is especially adaptcd to take the 
place of gum-arabic in the mauufacture of 
jujubes. After it has been separated from the 
kelp, the residue furnishes an excellent mater. 
jal for paper. 

Patents have been granted at varions times 
for making paper out of seaweeds, and exelus. 
ive rights were obtained a few years ago by an 
inventor for utilizing these vegetables, dis- 
solved and pressed, in the manufacture of imi- 
tation horn for cutlery, picture-frames, ete 
From Irish moss is obtained the well-knows 
cosmetic for the hair called “bandoline.” 4 
similar plant is collected in large quantities 
below high-water mark on Cape Cod, and ig 
sold for making puddings and “sea-mosy 
farina.” It is also used by calico printers and 
by brewers for clarifying. Carbonate of sods 
used to be manufactured from seaweeds, of 
which the Hebrides alone furnished 20,000 tons 
annually. It was employed in s0ap-making 
and glass-works up to 1845, when the seaweeds 
were superseded by a chemical process. 

Seaweeds are used in commerce for the mam 
ufacture of bromine and iodine. The world’s 
supply of iodine is all got from burned kelp. 
The immense value of this substance in medj- 
cine and in photography renders it by far the 
most important of all seaweed products. The 
average yield of iodine from aton of kelp is 
about 5 pounds. The proportion of iodine iy 
sea-water is sosmal] that it requires 30,000,009 
pounds of the fluid to furnish one pound of the 
material to the plants. 

In Scotland and elsewhere seaweeds are used 
in winter for feeding horses and cattle. Up- 
holsterers employ them for stuffing furniture, 
as a substitute for horsehair; also for mat- 
tresses and beds, because their aromatic odor 
keeps away insects. Packers utilize them for 
wrapping fragile objects, and chemists obtais 
from them noend of chlorides, sulphates, sili- 
cates, and other such valuable products, Ins 
conclusion the writer should acknowledge his 


| obligation to Mr. James G. Swan fora portios 


of his material. 
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LANGUAGES MASTERED IN 40 WREKS 


3 Lessons.either languages,sent on receipt of Se 
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NEW ENGLAND CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC. 


(The Leading Conservatory of America.) 
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demand. Easily learned. Salary while practicing. 
Stamp for illustrated catalogue. Address 
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This remarkable statement, 
which we direct special attention 
is from a Tennessee farmer. 

My age is 63. I suffered intensely 
from Catarrh 10 years, Had intense 
headache, took cold easily, had com 
tinual roaring and singing in eae 
My hearing began to fail, and ie 
three ycars I was almost entirels 
f, and continually grew ain 

1 f Everything I had tried, fuiled. " 
despair Lcomnacneed to use the Aerial Medication i 
1888, and the effect of the first application was simp 
wonderful. Inless than five minutes my hearts 
was fully restored, and has been perfect ever at t 
and ina few months was entirely cured of Colarth. 
ELI BROWN, Jacksboro, Te 


Medicines for Three Months’ Treatment Free. 
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To introduce this treatment and poate, tere 
doubt that it is a positive cure for Deafness. | ricieal 


Throat and Lung Diseases, I will sen 
Medicines for three months’ treatment free. 
Address, J. H. MOORE, M.D., Cincinn! 
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Epiron's Nore. The following rules govern the 
publication of matter in this department. 


Contribufors must without exception be regular sub- 
seribers to Comfort,and every contribution must bear 
the writer's own name and post office address in full. 

Original letters only, which deal with matters of 
general interest will be published. They must be as 
brief, plain and correct as the writers can make them 
and may vary in length from one hundred to four 
hundred words. Only letters of exceptional merit 
and interest may reach 650. Contributors must write 
on one side of their paper only. 

Every month a number of prize monograms com- 

of the writer's initials, will be awarded to 
those sending the best contributions. These mono- 
grams, which will be most desirable ornaments for 
stationery, cards, ete,, will be printed in connection 
with the respective letters, and new electrotypes of 
mame will be mailed, post paid, to the prize winners. 





$10 CASH PRIZES $10 


Inaddition to the foregoing,the following cash prizes 
alll be paid monthly: 


ist. For the best original letter $3.00 
od. “ “ second best original letter, 2.50 
Sd, * third “ bad hid 2.00 
“ab, “ “ fourth “ e “ 1,50 
th "fifth st = a 1,00 


Competitors for these monthly cash prises must 
comply evtA all (he abore rules, and in addition must 
bring at least one new Cousin into the Comrort cir- 
cle; that js, they must send one new subscriber with 
each letter, together with 25 cents for a yearly sub- 
wription, 

These cash prizes will be announced monthly in 
this department, 3 

No premiums tifl be given for subscriptions sent in 
under this Prise Ofer 

All communications must be addressed to Aunt 
Minerva, care of COMFORT, Augusta, Maine, 





CASH PRIZE WINNERS, 


George F. Crosby, First Prize, 85.00 
Matie Alter, Second Prize, 2.50 
Christiane Petersen, Third Prize, 2.00 
Grace L, Enright, Fourth Prize, 1.50 
Bob Scott Runnion, Fifth Prize, 1,00 


PRIZE MONOGRAM WINNERS. 
Candace L. Smith, Alice M. Kemp, 
Mary E. Hargadine, Clara Bowen, 
Charles E. Maxwell, May Adams, 

P. J. McLaughlin, Allie M. Smith, 
Lillian Grey. 





F there are any cousins who have not read Long- 
fellow's poem on “The Wayside Inn," I hope you 
willlook it up right away; and then you will find 
the following description of that famous place all 
the more interesting. 


“Although many of the cousins live far from 
Massachosetts, they must all be interested in the 
lantmarks of old Colonial days, and are of course 
well acquainted with the ‘Red Horse Tavern,’ now 





THe WAYSIDE INN. 


called The Wayside Inn, as described in Longfellow's 
‘Tales ofa Wayside Inn.’ They may, therefore, be 
ae to knew just how it appears to-day, after javing 
raved New England weather for 203 years. The 
house, which is in Sudbury, Mass., was inthe Howe 
family for four generations, but quits recently it bas 
been parchased by gentlemen living in the yieinit 
of Boston who have had it thoroughly repaired wit 
aview to preserving as long as possible this ancient 
landmark, Outwardly it has changed little, though 
the ‘sign’ is no longer there on which the Red Horse 
ranced in the days of which Longfellow wrote. The 
t-room has the same gate-like lattice which shuts 
down over the bar; the old iron safe is there and the 
Greplace and black andirons. Inthe old kitchen isa 
very large fireplace with crane and kettles. In the 
other rooms on the lower floor, the fireplaces, tron 
latches on the doors and small panes of glassin the 
windows are about the only relics left of other days. 
But up stairs we find the room in which Lafayette 
sleptunchanged. The furniture is smajl and rude 
and the paper on the walls very quaint. The man in 
charge says be has to keepa sharp eye on people 
who come to see the place, or there would not be a 
shred of the paper left, as visitors are crazy for o 
leceasasouvenir, In theattle isa little shelf-like 
placed very high against the wall,(with a litle 
ladder by which to climb into It,) in which they say a 
dwarfused tosleep. The place is surrounded by im- 
mense elm and oak trees, in the trunk of one of 
which, it being hollow and having an opening on one 
side, children can squeeze atone time. The old 
house is now o great resort for sleighing parties 
from the neighboring towns, as the large dining and 
ballrooms are just the places fora good romping 
time on a cold winter night when the wide, deep fre- 
places are filled with great burning logs.’ 
GEORGE F. Crossy, 17 Milk St., Boston, Mass. 
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The next letter was received some months ago, but | 


Thave beld it over until now, because it is during the 
months of August and September that one sees great 
fields of hops in some parts of the country, And to 
those who have never seen them, let me say there is 
Botbing prettier than sucha field with the gracefal 
vines waving in the breeze. 


“Here in central New York, the farmers are mostly 
hop-growers. In August, the ripened fields of way- 
ing grain, and the faded green of the recently mown 
meadows, form a pleasing contrast against the dark 
green of the hop fields; while a near approach re- 
veals the soft green of the growing hops against the 
broad. dark leaves of the vine. In September, the 


| 





work of picking begins. The hop flelds present a 
most forlorn aspect, after the pickers have passed | 


through; nothing but blackened heaps remain of ; 


vines and leaves, while in the grower’s hop house are 
piled the dried hops, Nowhere cana more varius 
people be found than mingle together in hop pick- 
ing. All classes flock here; some for recreation and 
change, some for health, others for the great essen- 
tial—money, From carly subrise unt) evening the 
fields resound with merry shouts and laughter. The 
pickers stand at oblong boxes divided Intu four com- 
partnients, each holding ten bushels, The vines are 
prought to the pickers by the box tender. He also 
‘sacks' the hops as the boxes are filled. The hop 
house—a great, barnlike struclture—is divided into 
four divisionsa—upper and lower storage rooms and 
upper and lower Eline. ‘The lower kiln bas an earth 
floor and in its centre is placed a large furnace. 
Around the bottom of the lower kiln's walls are 


| ranged the draft windows, which, proper!y managed, 


drive the heat to the kiln above, where the hops are 
spread ona latticed floor, The hops are spread and 
the fire started in the early evening. One night's 
work generally cures a kiln. Some growers are ex- 
pert in hop curing; others are dependent on pro- 
essional ‘driers' as they are called. Sulpbur is 
burned to give the desired color. When the sulphur 
basins are filled, it is a pretty sight to watch the 
curling blue flames as they leap up in the air. In 


baling time, the hops are shoved through the hop | 


shute into the press jn the lower storage room; two 
strong men, their feet encased in beavy boots, stamp 
the hops into the press, Then the heavy hop-weigbt 
is placed on top, levers with their correct arrange- 
ments are attached at each end, and the bale is ‘run 
down,’ The hops are baled ina strong cloth made 
for the purpose, called bop baling, or sacking. A 
hop bale welghs from one hundred and seventy-five 
to two hundred pounds. The raising of hops bas 
been called ‘nothing but a lottery.’ For instance: 
In 1882 the exorbitant price of one dollar and ten 
cents was paid, The ensuing year manya man of 
emall means, dazzled by the fabulons prices, in- 
vested his allin hop raising. By the time the new 
hop fields were in good bearing condition, the price 
per pound had fallen to nine and ten cents.” 
MATiR ALTER, Buel, Montgomery Co., N. Y. 


Next comes a word from an old world cousin: 


“The most picturesque and romantic view I have 
ever seen isthatofanold ruinin Denmark, It was 
beautifully situated upon a hill by a small, clear 
lake, and surrounded on al) sides by tall trees, 
Many were the traditions related of this old castle— 
the most interesting was the following; The castle 
had many hundred years ago been Inhabited bya 
lord named Jorgen, famous for his noble birth, his 
riches and hia beautiful daughter, Christine, The 
young lady soon attracted the attention and admira- 
tion of severa| noble knights, They requested of the 
father his daughter's hand, but were all rejected by 
Christine, One day while hunting, the lord met 
three of the refused knights. They told him that hia 
daughter bad been seen several evenings walking 
with @ young man In the park of the castle. Sir Jor- 
gen would not believe them, but they assured bim | 
that they spoke the truth and offered to sccompany 
him to the place that he might see for himself, The 
neat evening a8 soon as the sin had set, the lord anil 
the three knighta stole Into the park, By the 
light of the moon the lord saw his daughter walking 
with a young man, whom he recognized as one of the 
servants. The poor swain was caught, and the next 
day beheaded in front of the castle below the window 
where the cruel father held his daughter that she 
might see what was goingon, Batshe saw nothing; 
she had swooned, Three days afterwards there was 
held a great feast in the castle, and there was to he 
dancing Inthe evening, Sir Jorgenand his daugh- 
ter hada long interview just before the ball took | 
place. The servants heard her soy as she left hin, | 
‘I'm ready, father, | shall do a5 you wish,’ Soon 
after, she was with the other girls—paler than the 
white dress she wore. One of the three knights ap- 
proached her and invited herfora dance. She took 
his arto and danced sorapidly that her feet hardly 
touched the floor, As soonas the firat knight was 
tired the second took his place. and then the third, 
and thus they continued all through the night, 
Christine's face was pale as death, but a smile half 
scornful, half Joyful, hovered about her mouth. Sir 
Jorgen stood by a window and looked on. Nothing 
in his face betrayed his thoughts, The guests de- 
parted at the approach of morning, Christine stood 
by the same window from which ahe had been com- 
pelled to watch her lover's death. Her father took 
her band and led ber away. ‘You sha)! not dance 
any more,’ said he. ‘No, | think not,she answered, 
A stream of blood rushed from her mouth and she 
fell, lifeless, People relate that the blood-spots 
eould yet be seen upon the floor, before the castle 
wis burned, which happened about four hundred 
years afterwards,” CHRISTIANE PETERSEN, 

Box 68, Lancaster, Kan. 


The next cousin bas a bit of history for us, to fol- 
low the pretty tradition above: 


“Wherever the story of America's independence is 
read, the reader perases the tragic tale of what was 
once asecond Eden. About two miles from Parkers- 
burg, Va,, in the Ohio river liea Blennerhassett 
Island, one of the most beautiful apes in the broad 
expanse of the Ohio, and interesting because of its 
historic associations, To many, Its brief history as 
connected with our country, ls well known, yet some 
slight sketch of it may not be amiss here. 





BLENNERHASSETT. 


the spring of 1805, that Aaron Barr, on his way down | 
the Ohio in an open boat, discovered this pleasant 
retreat, then the home of Herman Blennerhassett 
und his beautiful young wife. A paradise of beauty, 
domestic peace and happiness was it when Burr's 
foot first trod its shores; be left it with that peace 
and happiness forever blighted, Led on by the 
seductive promises held out by Burr, Mrs. Blenner- | 
Hasselt Induced her husband to risk his all in a! 
Irailorous conspiracy against the government. He 
lost. His beautiful island home was forfeited, and 
its owner died at last in utter poverty, with the stain 
ol traitor resting upon his name, No sign of the 
sorrow that has visited itis present here now, how- 
ever. Of all the places in the world where nature 
speaks tothe heart contentment and peace, this Is 
one. A grove is approached from the river, aod pre- 
sents a seemingly impenetrable forest of lofty 
trees. Passing upward from the gravel-strewn beach 
we leave the sunlight behind us saveas it gravely 
flickers through the trees, and pass into the centre of | 
the Island, In many places miniature streams poss 

rippling at our feet. Near the middle of the island Is | 
the old well, renowned for its cool, deep waters, and | 
called the old Blennerhassett well. Standingon the 
gentle swell of some tiny knoll, we catch a glimpse 
of the silvery waters of the Ohio as It ripples on its 
way. Sweet songsters overhead make the air musi- 
cal with their melody, and our thoughts go back to 
the gifted mind and generous Irish heart that was 
once the nossessor of all this beauty, but who in an 





| 


It waa in) 


evil hour yielded to the voice of the tempter and fell, 
Notalone in America |s this spot associated with 
our country’s history, In the greatart galleries of 
the Louvre, Paris, there hangs to-day a picture en- 


tilled ‘Sunset on Blennerbnsset Isjand;’ so in one of | 


eollections of art the world contains 
pot of America js represented." 

Grace L, ENgianr, 555 Sixth St., 

Parkersburg, W. Va. 

And going on ina historical vein, the next cousin 
has made outa liet which you might well cut out and 
keep, He says: 

“Ll suppose all the cousins know where our de- 
parted Presidents lie, at least they should know. 
They all sleep with honors in their native States, 
exceptthree. Washington's honored remains lie in 
a marble coffin inthe vestibule of the vault at Mt. 
Vernon. His tomb |s overshadowed by a willow 
which was aclipping from a tree that overbung the 
grave of Napoleon at St. Helena, John Adame and 
his son John Quincy, lie side by side In leaden cos- 
kets, In cases hewn from solid stone, in a vault 
under the Unitarian churel at Quincy, Mass, Thomas 
Jefferson rests In a rural cemetery {in Albemarle 
County, Virginia. A plain granite shaft nine feet 
high marks the spot, James Madison lies within a 
small lotenclosed by a brick wall ina large field on 
his estate at Montpelier. He was the last survivor 
of the signers of the United States Constitution. 
James Munroe was buried at the Marble Cemetery, 
New York City, and after twenty-seven years o 
peaceful slumber was removed to Virginia. Andrew 
Jackson lies in a tomb made of limestone within his 
garden at the Hermitage. Martin Van Buren sleeps 
near his old home at Kinderbrook, N.Y, A plain 
gronite shaft marks the spot, William Henry Har- 
rison was borne from the national capitol) to his final 
resting place at North Bend, Obio. He was a Vir- 
ginian by birth, John Tyler rests in an unmarked 
grave at Hollywood, near Monroe. James K. Polk 
was buried in the family cemetery at Nashville, 
Tenn. A monument twelve feet square, with Doric 
columns, has been raised to his memory. Although 
he has been dead forty-five years, nothing in his 
library has been changed; his hat, gloves and cane 
lie where be laid them when he came home for the 
lasttime. The book he was reading lies open on the 
table with the paper of the day beside it, He was a 
native of North Carolina, Zachary Taylor was en- 
tombed at Cave Hill Cemetery, Louisville, Ky, He 
was also a native of Virginia, Millard Filmore rests 
in Forest Lawn Cemetery, three miles from Buffalo, 
N.Y. Anobelisk of Scotch granite guards his final 
resting place on earth. Franklin Pierce's grave is 
at Concord, N. H. It has a marble monument, James 
Buchanan lies ina vault at Woodland Hill Cemetery, 
in Lancaster, Pa. A plain block of pure Italian marble 
ia his monument. Abraham Lincoln found rest, 
when bis noble life came to such an untimely end, in 
Oak Ridge Cemetery, Springfield, 11), He basa fine 
monument of bronze, marble and granite, bearing 
the single word ‘Lincoln,’ Andrew Johnson selected 
the site for his grave himself. Itis halfamile from 
Greenville, Tenn,,and known by a marble monu- 
ment, James A, Garfleld was buried at Cleveland, 
Ohio, U, S, Grant was borne to his Inst resting 
place at Riversiie Park, New York, where his tomb 
overlooks the beautiful Hudson," 

Bop Scott Runnion, Walnut Run, N.C. 


the most famot 
this Listorie s 








IT had agreat many other first-class letters this 


month to whieh I wanted to award cash prizes, but it | 


was simply impossible, and so I hope the writers 
will be content with thelr pretty monograms and use 
them to adorn their note paper. You know they are 
very much used by fashionable people now. 


“Early in this century there was growing up among 
the Massachusetts hills, a plain looking country 
girl with a quick, strong intellect, an unquenchable 
thirst for knowledge, ond o will to acquire it. 
her own efforts Mary Lyon attend- 
ed a seminary for girls, 
taught with great success, But 
her mind was filed with an ever- 
increasing desire to establish a 
seminary for women where the 
ternis should be so low that New 
England's davghters might all 
have its advantages, This she 
Dever gave up, and a building was 
finally erected and opened in 
South Hadley, in 1837, and after- 
wards became famous ne the Mt. Holyoke seminary, 
Ohio is blessed with two Holyoke daughter schools, 
Lake Erie Seminary at Painsyille, has been presided 
over from its beginning in 1854 by o succession of Mt, 
Holyoke girls. The Weatern Female Seminary, near 
Oxford, O., in sight of Miami University, was founded 
in 1855, Nearly six hundred young women have been 
griduatee from this school and gone out to different 
flelds of labor, Mt, Holyoke has other daughter in- 
stitulions too numerous to mention, In Oroomiah, 
Persia, Where but one woman in a thousand could 
read, Fidella Fiske entered upon such a work in 
1443. Marsovan and Bitlis, Turkey, have for thirty 
years had similar schools, The Huguenot Seminary 
in Cape Colony Is alight tothe benighted women of 
South Africa. In Spain, in Japan and other mission 
countries are kindred Institutions doing an Inestim- 
able work for the world, D, L. Moody's Seminary in 
California, Michigan Seminary in Kalamazoo, 
Wellesley College, Albert Lea and atill others are 
essentially Holyoke 
schools. Mary Lyon 
Tests, but her works do 
truly follow her," 
CANDACR L. SmitH, 800 
N. 4th St., Steuben- 

ville, Q. 


A Delaware cousin 
ought certainly to be 
,able to tell us about 
peach-culture, 


“The peach is a low 
growing tree which 
bears frult at the age 
of three or four years, 
From early April when 
the trees put forth their 
buds, the orchard isa 
thing of beauty. Fora 
mile one can look on 
au unbroken stretch of 
pink, Until it seems 
that the grass is indeed 
‘green with envy,’ 
Next the leaves appear, 
and after them the wee 
green peach, which In 
turn matures into the 
marketable article. 
They are picked care- 
fully by hand, except- 
ing the ones on the 
tops of thetrees, These 
are tuken off with a 
*plucker'—a long pole 
with a wire hand-shap- 
ed object at the top, 
below which is a basket 
to receive the peach. Great 
care must be taken with them, 
for should one be ever so slightly 
bruised, It would decay before 
reaching the markel, After be- 
ing picked, they are culled, first 
and second quality—and the rest, 
many of which are only bruised, 
are fed to the pigs. Some farmers 
put the second quality into 
the bottom of the basket and ‘top off,’ but the 
buyers soon find him out and will not take bis froit. 
On account of the mild spring this year, the buds 
opened early. After this there camea frost, doing 
great damage, and there will not be more than one- 
eighthofacrop. In an almost exclusively fruit sec- 
lion as js this, a shortage means many privations and 
of course affects all business." 

MARY E. HARGADINE, Felton, Del. 
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By | 


Later she | 
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And here is another cousin with something to say 


on raisin culture, 


“Raisin culture Is extensively carried on in this 
fertile valley of Southern California, The first work 
necessary in preparation for the next season's crop 
is the pruning of the vines, which (a done as soon as 
the leaves are fallen, In trimming the vine, care is 
taken to leave cight stubs with two buds on cach, for 
the new growth. After the first rain, usually in Jan- 
uary, the cultivator Js used to loosen the ground 
thoroughly. This operation is performed at least 
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twice a month until June 1, When the vines are put- 
ting out their branches ‘succoring’—that is, taking 
of surplus branches below those that are to carry 
the berrles—is performed. Sometimes they are suc- 
cored twice in a season, in order to put all the growth 
in the bearing limbs. In May, 
when the vines have attained a 
growth of two or three feet, some 
ranchers ‘summer prune’—cut off 
four inches of the longest branches, 
thereby putting more strength into 
the grapes, In Mayand June the 


bloom sets on the fruit. After the 
cultivation is completed the 
‘smoocher’ is run through the 





vinevard to cut the weeds and 

smooth the ground, thus ending 
the work antil the first weck in Septerber, when the 
trays, 2x3 feet,are put in between the vines to be 
filled with grapes. A hand barrow on which are two 
piles of trays, is used; one tray is for first grades and 
ibe other for second grades. Twelve days after pick- 
ing the grapes are turned by a simple process—a tray 
is laid on top of a tray of grapes and then two men 
take cach an end of the tray and turnthem over. In 
ten days more the grapes are dry enough tosdrt by 
putting those nearly cured by themselves and leav- 
ing the others to be dried more. When thoroughly 
cured they are put into ‘sweat boxes,’ to go through a 
moistening process. The finestare then packed as 
California Layers No.1. The others are usually put 
through a machine which stems, cleans and grades 
them into boxes, and are known as 4,3, 2and1Crown, 
the finest commencing with the greater number. An 
acre of vines will produce about 1,000 to 1,200 pounds 
of raisins,” CHARLES EDWARD MAXWELL, 

Poway, San Diego Co., California, 
A Southern cousin asks our attention next, 


“Augusta, Ga., was named after one of the daugh- 
ters of George the Fourth, and has always conducted 
herself as becoming her queenly title and to-day sits 
tnthroned, Queen of the Savannah Valley. When 
ur great grandfathers were boys, 

Augusta was an Indian trading 





village, the site of many a brave's 
tepee, and hunter's and trapper’s (a 
Jodges. The first settlers and 


Jounders of Augusta showed wis- 
dom in selecting the present site 
to build their log cabins, for the 
land was fertile and peculiarly 
adapted to the best natural ad- 
vantages. The visit of George 
Washington to Augusta was a 
signal honor which all Augustans guard, and the 
memory of which is held sacredly and transmitted 
from father toson. The house in which he had head- 
quarters is here now. Through the portals of its 
great hall door entered tne noblest type of American 
manhood, the great and chivalrous ‘Father of his 
Country.’ Augusta is pleasantly situated on the 
southern bank of the Savannah river, Savannah is 
4 he name, (accented by them on the first syl- 
le),?* 
PaTRicK JoseEPH MCLAUGHLIN, 
445 Hale St., Augusta, Ga. 
A long letter about Nuremburg, Germany, says: 


“There is kept there a famous instrument of tor- 
fure. which serves to show the horrible barbarities 
practiced as punishmentsin olden days. It is that 
terrible invention of Satan the ‘Jung-Frau' (young 
wile) consisting of a metal case formed of plates 
tivetted together, and constituting a complete suit, 
shaped like a woman's long gown, and with a mask 
and cover for the head and face. The interior of this 
mailed garment was furnished with spikes which en- 
tered the flesh of the victim in every part of the body, 
penetrating to the bones and cRubing a lingering 
deuth under the most frightful tortures. The ‘Fiddle’ 
is another contrivance kept there. 
It was used for punishing delin- 
quents of various kinds such os 
scolding wives, a cheating trades- 
man oradrunkard. The mode of 

unishment was to lock the offen- 

ers up in one of these fiddles and 
duck them in the river—the water 
running through perforations iuto 
the instrument—until good be- 
havior was promised. Sometimes 
when there were two offenders, they were put to- 
cetherina larger fiddle, Naturally, one would sup- 

ose that incentives to good behavior must have 
a6 such, that Nuremburg was a model town, and T 
delieve that there are no more sober, well-behaved 

eople at this date in Germany than the Nurem- 
bocgers LILLIAN GREY, Port Allen, La. 

Ifere comes a writer of a reminiscent turn of mind. 
P.chaps we shall all like to read what he says: 

“I sometimes wonder what have become of all 
those boys and girls that used to play onthe green 
svard in front of our quaint old schoolhouse? Doubt- 
less many of them repose beneath the willows in 








the village cemetery. while others sleep beneath the 
pines where a soldier’s hand hath placed them. Did 
you ever dream of your boyhood days, or allow your 
your thoughts to wander back into the realms of the 
past? It was my privilege todo so last night, and 
many of the incidents of my childhood and bo hood 
were repainted on the canvas of memory. Silver 
Vireads have taken the place of flaxen locks and eyes 
din with the work of many years gaze wearily now 
onthe pages of the past. We have passed far up 
life's hill and stand to-day at a point on our journey 
where milestones cast their shadows towards the 
e.st,and while with one hand we are afransonaly 
clutching at the feeing memories of the past, wit 
the other we are reaching out for fancied pleasures in 
the futare. But let us turn over this ‘Dream pic- 
ture’ and see what is painted on the other side. Ah! 
there on one corner of the canvas we see the old _far- 
mers of the valley wending their way through fields 
of golden grain, and there a barefooted boy kicks up 
the dust inthe road as he follows the cows to the 
clover fields. In another corner the dark outlines of 
a primitive church appear among the oaks, and up 
along the pathway come throngs of orderly people to 
listen to the holy words of ‘Father’ Blank, Still 
again, in another corner, we view a blossoming 
orchard among whose billows of pink and white the 
bee is revelling in the sweets of nature’s pure nectar 
cup. Beneath these overhanging blossoms a maiden 
fair, sits pensive, sad and silent. Furtively she gazes 
about among the fragrant trees, and seems impatient 
in her solitude—but waits not long—rou know the 
rest. Now in the centre of this beautiful ‘Dream pic- 
ture’ there stands a lovely maiden—just crowned 
with orange blossoms, and at her side the noble 
friend of my boyhood days, Well! how silly and vet 
how dear are these dream pictures of the past. The 
busy man of the world may curl his proud lips and 
call it ‘bosh’ and thus display the littleness of his 
soul. I am a busy man, yet at evening's twilight 
hour or in the still night-time memories of my boy- 
hood days will steal upon me like the falling dew.” 
James McCav ey, lone, Amador Co., Cal. 


“The Chinese have been noted as farmers,” says 
another, “for more than four thousand years. The 
Festival of Spring Plowing isa greatevent. At this 
time his majesty ‘The Son of Heaven,’ after fasting 
and praying inthe temple of heaverl, makes sacri- 
fices to the god of agriculture. He comes from the 
Hall of Intense Thought, out into 
the ficlds and puts his royal long 
finger-nailed hands upon the rude 
plow painted for the occasion with 
rellow. Princes of the royal blood 
assist him, while the water- buffalo 
drags the rude machine through 
nine furrows, and couriers are 
sent forth to let the farmers know 
spring has begun. Every official 
in China is called upon to be o 
farmer The water-buffalo, an un. 














| gainly Species of the cow genus, is the chief animal 

|of China, At the opening of spring,a life-sized paper 
buffalo is carried on @ table, in a grand procession 
with bands of music. A day or two later and mil- 
lions of people are hard at work. 
ofa beam handle and a share with wooden stem, 
which was fastened to a sort of restat the back. In 
some cases they are tipped with iron. They make 
furrows more than six inches deep and cost two doi- 
lars. The work clothes of the farmers consist of a 
hat and waist cloth which comes as fardown as the 
Knees. In the most poverty stricken districts women 
draw the plow."” ALICE M. Kemp, Buckland, Mass. 


“Two miles north of my home is situated the vil- 
lage of White Post. Its name is from a white post in 
the middle of the town, where the roads cross, but 
there is more importance attached to this post than 
merely to furnish a name for the 
village. It was placed there by 
Lord Fairfax as a guide to his 
home, Greenway Court, one mile 
due south, The original stump re- 
mains, but is kept boxed up and 
painted. Here at Greenway Court 
George Washington made his home 
when he was a surveyor—and on a 
part of the old Greenway tract is a 
well said to have been dug by 
Braddock’s men. ‘Saratoga,’ the home of Gen, Stor, 
fan of Revolutionary fame, is in this country; ard 
here too are the homes of the well-known suthu , 
John Esten Cooke, ‘The Briars,'and the renowned 
, musician, Leo P, Wheat. Clarke County has many 
handsome old residences of colonial architecture, 
and Virginia with its green pastures and busy waters 
cannot boast of a prettier and more fertile county.” 

CLARA Bowen, Stone Bridge, Clarke Co., Va. 

Here is an extract from a San Francisco letter: 
| “The State Mining Bureau in this city contains 
some interesting relics. Among them are an um- 
brella owned by Benjamin Franklin, a grape shot 
and musket ball found on Wash- 
ington's first battle ground at 
Fort Necessity, the scapula, jaw- 
| bone and tusks of a mammoth; a 
piece of the old Charter Oak at 
Hartford, Conn.; a copy of Sid- 
ropbel's Almanac, for 1785; a 
United States Patent written on 

archment, signed by James 
Monroe, President, and dated 
August 5, 1818. A parchment is 
the skin of a sheep or goat. There are also a great 
variety of Currency, some of the oldest being as fol- 
lows:Maryland Currency, value $8 ard dated 1767. 
Colonial Currency of New Jersey issued March 25 
1776. There are the ‘The Daily Advertiser’ printed 
in New Jersey, Jan. 21,1791: Claypoole's American 
Daily Advertiser, printed Nov. 23, 1798; and ‘The 
Democratic Press’ printed Sept, 2, 1813, were pub- 
lished in Philadelphia, and the Ulster Cuunty 
Gazette, printed at Kingston, N. Y., Jan. 4, 1800, tell- 
ing about the death of Washington.’* 

MAY ADAMS, 1127 1-2, Stevenson St., 
San Francisco, Cal. 

“Mercersburg, Pa., is an old town and was the 
birthplace of James Buchanan,the fiftteenth President 
of the United States. He was born in 
1791 and died in 1868. The house in 
which he was born stood some dis- 
tance up the mountain and was a 
small logone, It has been moved 
into the town and stands on one of 
the back streets. It is still oc- 
cupied, although more than one 
hundred years old. Buchanan's 
mother, when he was a small boy, 
used to puta bell around his neck 
so that when he was at play on the 
mountain she conld tell where he was.” 

AILIE M. SMITH, Box 111, Mercersburg, 
Franklin Co., Pa, 

Among others whom I have no room for are: Cas- 
sie McDonald, Blackville, N. C.; John J, Berry, 
Apalachicola, Fla.; A.G. Walter, Enfield, Ill.; Mag- 
gie Sanders, Natchez, Miss.: Arthur P, Roberts, 
Salem, Mass.; I. H. Halsey, Durant, Miss.; Alvin E. 
Boyd, Vawineckle, Pa.; Wm. D. Hibler, Oakdale, 
Neb.; Ida Trafton, Herman, Neb.; Mary L. Miller, 
San Angelo, Tex.; Love Duke, Rockville, Ala,; Zulah 
P. Williams, Omer, Oklahoma; L. D. Wykoff, Pin- 
ney's Corners, Pa.; Ella A, Smith, Palestine, Tex.; 
Henry A. Wise, Nandua, Va.; Nelly Holder, Grass 
Valley, Ore.; P.S. Heck, Riverville, W. Va.; Lula 
| M, Carrick, Seat Pleasant, Md.; R. Winston, Quincy, 
Ill.; Rachel A. Stahnaker, Progress, W. Va.; C. M. 
W., Ronceverte, W. Va.; Nancy Lehman, Big Lake, 
P. O, Ont.; Miss Mary E. Bethell, Pinellas, Fla.; 
Lucy Wilbur, Prattsville, N. ¥.; Viola M. Goff, 
Wheeling, W. Va.; Ira Reely, Baltimore, Md.; Max 
Pereles, Milwaukee, Wis.; H. B. Locey, Goods, 8. D.; 
H. Charles Trask, Little Falls, N. Y.; Carl F. Horn, 
St. Joseph, Mo,; E. J Smith, Rockwood, Tenn.; 
Thos, W, Phillips, Buenna, Wash.; Irene W. Caine, 
Roseland, Fla.; John R. Benson, Mt. Morris. Mich.; 
L. Retlaw Bell, Walnut Grove, Ala, 

But don’t be discouraged; write again, all of you. 


AUNT MINERVA. 




















A Plea for the Cockroach, 





| WRITTEN FoR Comronrt By 1, O. Howann, (Editor of 
Insect Life.) 


Copyright, 1893, by The Gannett & Morse Concern, 





ID you ever make the personal nc- 
quaintance of a cockroach? Not one 
of those big, black, ugly fellows found 
indamp cellars ard kitchens, but one 
of the lively little brown 
German cockroaches, or 
“Croton bugs," as they are 
ealled in New York and 
thereabouts, 

Ido not deny that even 
this active little roach may 
become a great nuisance 
when he Is allowed to take 
undisputed possession of a 
house, but when kept 
within bounds there is a 
great deal in his character 
that is admirable. He is 
intelligent and docile, he 


he is persevering to the 
last degree and he is 
® cleanly in his habits. It 
~ istrue that he is a trifle 
vain about his personal 
appearance and = spends 
too much time over his 
toilet, and that he has too 
little regard for other 
people's rights over their 
own property; but, though 
» not perhaps outweigh his bad 
ones, he is not the unmitigated rascal he is generally 
considered to be. People have in fact been unjust to 
the betes little chap; they have never stopped to 

that he might have redeeming qualities; they 







thin 
have condemned him unheard, 


But people are often unjust and far too often form 


hasty opinions. Whata pity that all are not like 
Mr, Gilbert's policeman who realized that even the 
“enterprising burglar" has his innocent and harm- 
| less moments when he “loves to lie a-basking in the 
sunt" 


In the first place our little cockroach is intelligent, 
and, further, he has a great turn for original investi- 
gation. It may bethat it would be astretch of the 
imagination to say that he is indulging in a taste for 
literature when he makes his supper on the paste in 
a cloth book-binding, or that whisa he eats the face 
from a photograph he does it inorder to see what 
kind of glue is used in mounting it. or that when he 
makes his breakfast on shoe-blacking, bis dinner on 
potato peel and his luncheon on wall-paper, he is 
| simply trying physiological experiments on himself 





The plow consists | 


ComFort. 





has a hopeful disposition, | 











in the interests of science. Nevertheless he knows 
whatis good for himand he takes care of himself 
beautifully, And he has a hard fight for life. He is 
like Ishmael—every man's hand is against him, Upon 
his intense activity and upon his skill im avoiding 
danger depend his very existence; and the fact that 
he does cuntinue to exist in houses where he isn’t 
wanted and where he is fought in every way possible 
marks him as what naturalists would call ‘a high 
and persistent type.” 

In the second place he is docile. The croton bug 
can be tamed and trained, Put afew into a glass- 
covered box and try it yourself. Yon will find that 
they will soon grow accustomed to your presence 
and that before long they will even come and ene a 
drop of water from your finger, So civilized do they 
become when treated kindly that they will even 
adopt some of the bad habits of civilized people. A 
scientific friend once showed me his own pet cock- 
roach. The old gentieman would write with a cigar 
in his mouth until he had to lookinto his micro- 


scope, When be would lay his cigar down at a partic- , 


ular spot on the drawer of his table. Immediately a 
little croton bug would run out and begin to nibble 
at the moist end of the cigar and would seem sorry to 
stop when the old gentleman would begin to write 
again about what he had seen in his microscope and 
took up his cigar once more. This was a customary 
thing and this poor cockroach had really contracted 
the unwholcsome tobacco habit. There was this to 
be said in his favor however, he would run at the 
sight of acigarette! lsaw this with my own eyes, 50 
it is true. 

This scientific individual however told mea story 
the same day which I cannot vouch for. He said that 
he knew a beautiful young lady who, every day, 
when she fixed her hair before her glass. used to 
notice a little cockroach on her dressing table, stand- 
ing erect and watching her every movement in an ad- 
miring way. He always came when she was there 
and she finally made up her mind that he had fallen 
inlove with her. His silent admiration lasted for 
some mouths and finally she was cruel enough to go 
and | married, and the next day the poor little 
roach was found dead on the table. In despair he 
had committed suicide by eating pearl powder! 

The croton bug iscleanly. It is true that we often 
find him in dirty places about the house; but that {fs 
not his fault. Itis ours. We should not have such 

laces in our houses. Left to his own clean instincts 

eis as particular about his personasa cat. We all 
know how a cat licks ber paws and washes her face, 
and how she smooths her fur down and how she ob- 
jects to have it rumpled up. The little cockroach is 
justlike her. He will not have even a particle of 
dust on his back if he can helpit. He draws his legs 
and antenn® through his mouth and washes them 
clean whenever he stops in a safe place; and he 
passes his moistened hind legs over if 
back until they fairly shine. No! No one has a 
right to find any fault with him in this direction. 

It is said that in China the natives train cockroaches 
to fight with one another, If this he true, it is sim- 
ply another instance in which the naturally good in- 
stincts of the insect have been perverted by man, for 
the cockroach is not naturally a fighter. I have seen 
them caress one another with their antenn® and 
have always considered them as most peaceful and 
friendly among themselves. They will eat up their 
dead relatives, but that, after all, is the quickest way 
to getridofthem. They never bite each other when 
alive however, and I very much doubt whether (in 
cockroach language) across word is ever passed be- 


| tween two of them. 


And then the cockroach mothers are good to their 
children, With infinite trouble they carry their 
heavy egg-cases around with them to guard them 
from all harm,and they always manage to finaliy 
place them in some spot where there will be plenty 
of food for the young. These exhibitions of the 
strength of motherly love however are 80 common 
throughout the whole animal kingdom that this 
point need not be especially urged in favor of the 
croton bug. 

But there is just one more point that might be made 
and that is that this little German roach has alot of 
first cousins in the shape of the little tree cock- 
roaches of the south, which live up inthe tree tops 
and fly like birds and feed upon lichens and dead 
bark. They are as harmless as butterflies—less so in 
fact—and as inoffensive as spring lambs; and we ell 
know how pleasant it is when we suspect that people 
do not estimate us at our full value, to be able to 
talk about what extremely superior people our first 
cousins are. 

It has always been a puzzle to know how, when or 
why these industrious little fellows leave an old 
house for a new one, and this I have just discovered. 

On a very dark rainy day in September a man 
came to me and said that a whole army of cock- 
roaches was crossing the street some blocks away. I 
puton my hat and hurried to the spot and there saw 
a most wonderful sight. From the back of a restaur- 
ant on D street (Washington, D. C.) these little 
croton bugs were coming out by thousands. They 
crossed the sidewalk and gutter and the muddy road 
directly towards the building opposite. Pools of 
water obstructed their way, but neither these nor 
rubbish piles nor mud could stop them. 
bled along in a bee line to the south and in an army 
ten feet wide, falling over one another in their haste, 
and invaded the SBpORLe building. 

This wasa machine shop and the men left their 
work and with brooms attempted to repel the army 
by sweeping them out as fast as they entered the 
door, But the roaches were too active and too num- 
erous and although the men swept until their arms 
were tired, hundreds darted through the line and 
thousands more continued to come, 60 that the 
brooms were finally laid aside and another defense 
wastried. At the suggestion of the foreman of the 
shop, aline of hot ashes was then laid along the 
brick sidewalk in front of the door. On reaching 
this barrier a few of the foremost singed their feel- 
ers and legs in an effort to pass over it, but the main 
army soon divided to cither side and scurried away 
into cracks in the nearest buildings and down into 
area Ways, seeking darkness as soon as possible. 
The stream continued for nearly two hours. 

Now what did this mcan? I went to the restaurant 
and found that they were not cleaning house and that 
they were not making any effort torid the place of 
roaches, I thenexamined the insects themselves and 





‘found that nearly all of them were females carrying 


egg-cases, and thus the mystery was explained. The 


| wonderful mother's instinct had forewarned them 





that there would not be food enough in the old home 
to support so many young as were about to be born, 
so they sallied forth like aswarm of bees in search 
for new and more commodious quarters. I said, you 
will remember, that it was n very dark and rainy 
dav, and this, with the fact that no one has ever writ- 
ten about such a thing before, makes me think that 
these marches must usually take place at night. 

In closing, let me urge you not to take whatl have 
written too much to heart. Do not sympathize with 
the croton bugs so muchas to allow them torun ot 
will about your house, for they have not the quality 
of gratitude and will become great nuisances if you 
give them the slightestencouragement, Keep plenty 
of insect powder on hand and when you use it quiet 
your conscience with the reflection that an insect 
powder death is an easy one to die. 
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LOST! July,1894, 
“A Million Dollars Cash.” 


Are you a victim? 

Do you worry over your loss? 

Do you spend sleepless nights and agonizing 
days, and do you feel as though you would 
gladly pay amillion dollars for the return of 
your lost strength and energy and peace of 
mind? Doyou feel as though nothing could 
restore you toa vigorous, useful, happy life? 
Has existence become an awful burden, and 
does untimely death stare you in the face as 
your only relief? If these are your symptoms, 
then the following facts will furnish you acure. 
These facts are furnished by some of your fel- 
low-beings who have very likely suffered ten 
times the agony you have endured. 





is wings and 


They scram- | 


| No matter what you may think. 


No matter what your friends may tel! You. 

No matter what doctors may say to you, 

The actual experiences of these living wit. 
nesses tell you that you too can be cured, 

The debilitating and disheartening infy. 
ences of the intense heat of July ang August 
are happily overcome by the Nerve Strengthey. 
ing, Brain Nourishing and Blood Vitajj,;,. 

| effects of our Wonderful Food for the Nen,. 
which is daily bringing mew life, new Vigor 
and new joy to helpless, hopeless, wea; and 
faded women and men. Thousands of Bratety| 
mortals have pronounced ita Godsend, ang ay 
greater discovery than electricity.” Here aves 
| few specimen letters. 


FOUND! AUCUST, 1994, 


HENDRICK, ALABAMA.—This is to cen, 
ify that J. W. Addington was insane from 
March 81 until June 30,and that, after tagj,, 
Oxien one week his mind was restored, He 
| took nothing else, and it proved a God's bes. 
ing to him. I have also given it for kidney 
diseases, consumption, La Grippe and coup), 
and found it equally good. 

Mary L. Appinotos, 


INDIANAPOLIS, INDIAN A.—1 haye bee, 
treating with Oxien and Oxien Plasters, ajay 
47 years old, whose nervous system was tery}. 
bly racked from the result of long continveg 
use of alcohol. He had kidney trouble, an; 
suffered much pain and was 80 nervous that be 
could not rest at night. Ina few days he felt 
like a new person. He had been a chronic 
| sufferer from alcoholism for thirty years of bis 
| life, and yet Oxien did this good work. 
Lizzie E. Hazurtoy 


MUSCATINE, LOWA.—A  twelve-yeay ol; 
girl here, who for the last four years had beep 
gradually losing her nerve power, whose speech 
was gone, whose mind was impaired arg 
strength reduced, was made strong by Oxiep, 
the Wonderful Food for the Nerves. Before 
she began to use Oxien, the striking of a clock 
, would set heralmost wild. Now it does not 
| disturb her. This change was brought aboat 
{in two weeks. M. Y. Hows, Cedar &:. 


| GEORGETOWN, CALIFORNIA-1 bay 

| taken Oxien with the most astonishing resyits 
It relieved me of lameness in my shoulder and 
arm which I had for six months. I now fee) as 
strong sasagiant. My sleep is splendid, and it 
is really laughable to see an old man of fity- 
five dancing. I haven't felt as well since I was 
fifteen. Its health and strength giving powers 
are marvelous. F. W. Mitues. 


NORTH PHARSALIA, NEW YORK.-! 
have been sick ayear from the effects of La 
Grippe. I was a physical wreck and had so 
much pain between my shoulders and in my 
side that I could scarcely do anything, Two 
physicians doctored me but could find nothing 
to relieve me. I then used Oxien and am 
stronger than I have been ina year. Al! mj 
neighbors are surprised at my looking so much 








better. It is truly a Wonderful Discovery. 
Mrs. ALMA STEVENS. 
WINESAP, KENTUCKY.—My ninetcen- 


year old son has been troubled with catarrh of 
the head and throat all his life, and about two 
weeks ago he took the grip and measles. | 
gave him Oxien and he is in better health than 
he ever was inhis life. It is the best thing! 
ever saw or tried. B, J. JAGGers. 


VINTGR, FOWA.—The Oxien Plasters are 
the only thing that gave my spine strengla 
enough to enable me to stand alone. Doctors! 
tried by the dozen, but all said “No, you will 
never go without crutches.” Owing toa fall of 
155 feet down a well,I had not been able to 
stand alone for three years and a half. After 
using Oxien Plasters I can walk @ long wy 
without a cane, and to-day I carried a pail of 
water without cane or crutch. 

FrepD CHRISTNER- 


PAOLI, INDIAN TERRITORY.-! bv 
got more good from using Oxien than five doc 
tors could dome. I had astomach trouble for 
four years, and tried five doctors, but nore di 
me any good, and I was advised to try Oxiea 
and it cured me. Joun D. Cossle. 


SPRINGDALE, ARKANSAS,—With 8 02¢ 
dollar box of Oxien I have cured a child that 
had been given up by all the doctors. The 
‘child had what the doctors called nerves 
spasms or nervous fits. Sle bad from two Lg 
five a day, and they would last from fifteen to 
|twenty minutes, sometimes longer. inc 
using Oxien she has not even had a symptom 
ofafit. Make what use of this statement you 
think best to help people understand that 
Oxien is the best life-giving medicine Ip use. 

L. D, GiLbest- 
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SUPPOSE you 
have all guessed 
long ago that 
charade in the 
last number of 
ComFrort which 
Igaveyou. One 
of our readers 
kindly sent it in 
for you, and I 
presume most of 
you have made 
out the cross 
word to be“*Coni- 
fort.” Another 
kind reader,who 
is an old man 
sixty-three 

ears old, has 

een reading 
our talks, and is 
interested 
enough in them 
to write some- 
thing which he 
once saw. 

You remember 
the story I told 
you, about 
strange fishes,in 
the June num- 
ber? Dr. Wil- 


of Gordon, Neb- 
raska, says that 
he has caught 
eels traveling 
through grass 
in the spring 
when they were 
going from one 

ond to another. 

When he was a 
boy in England 
about twelve 





THE MOSASAURUS. 


years old 
about twelve rods apart; the grass grew about 
two or three inches high, and when the dew 
was very heavy, or sometimes, perhaps, when 
it rained they were seen in the grass. 

The curious part was that they always went 


out from the same pond, but never out of others | centuries ago. 


back again to that one. Sometimes the boys, 
when a cot dew was expected, would say, 
“Let us go eeling this morning.”’ They would 
g0 out and follow the trail in the wet grass, and 
qos would get one or two eels. 

mes the trail would goa few yards and then 
return to the pond, as ifthey had got discour- 
aged and turned back. 

Now Iam Fring to tell you about some of the 
animals that lived in America long before men 
lived here. Some of you will remember in our 
talk last summer about the Peabody Museum, 
connected with Harvard College, that I told 
you of acing some of the monstrous great 
skeletons of fishes and animals that lived in 
pre-historic times. 

Do you know what pre-historic means? _ 

It means anything that happened or lived 
before there was any history; that is, before 
people lived on earth, and anything was at all 
as itis now. 

Scientific men have studied into the subject 
ofthe animals that lived here in those times, 
and they have found som:ztimes enormous 


bones which have been found imbedded in rock \ 


or clay, which have lain there for unknown 
ages. And these men, who have studied the 
science of comparative anatomy—which you 
will learn all about when you are bigger—are 
able from these to reconstruct the forms of 
these long-forgotten animals. 

mnt do you suppose we call the men who do 


Paleontologists. 

It is a big word, isn’t it? 

You know if we find the skeleton of an ani- 
mal with norns like a deer or an ox, we may be 
sure it never had claws; but if we find the jaw 
ofan animal like a cat, we know that it had 
¢elaws and not hoofs. And following out such 
reasoning as this, these men have madea pretty 
sure description of the pre-historic creatures 
which lived in this world before men did. The 
most ungainly of these was called the Mosa- 
Saurus. It was a tremendous great sea-ser- 
i He was by no means the largest of his 

, but he measured eighty feet in length. 
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THE STEGOSAURUS, 


live on the land a part of the time, and 
in the sea, and their bones have been 
from the Gulf of Mexico up as far as 
Superior. He probably lived on creatures 
nearly as large as himself. He had four rows 
of coni teeth, which no doubt were pretty 
rviceable in catching and holding his prey: 
Nand he had an elastic neck like asnake. As he 
\ lt very much like -a snake with a flat- 
d tail, he could travel in the water with his 
“Tour flattened paddles very fast, and could also 
wade in the shallows and catch his prey there. 
Our artist has m him stand on his tail; so 
just turn the paper around to look at him. 
n they had inthose times an enormous 
left behind him three-toed tracks. 
called a “Dinosaur.” Some of these 


ty feet long, and some were even sixty 
ley were a sort of lizard which lived 


The 
also. 





Upon jon and trees. 
One of the most dreadful looking things that 
lived in those times, was a creature called the 
tus,’ that was thirty feet long and 


It 











lived both in the water and out of it. It fed on 
the tops of trees. It could move its four legs| 
freely in every direction as a man moves his 
arms. And it usedto sit up on its two hind| 
limbs and monstrous tail and with its fore-legs | 
brought down the tops of the tallest trees to 
getitsdinner. You see by this picture whata 
beautiful creature he was, with all those scal- | 
loped arrangements up and down his back that 
furnished a ruffle which any lady might be 
proud to wear. The spines on his tail, how- 
ever, were not very pretty for any creature 
that gotintoa fight with him. The strangest 
thing about this animal, and one which makes 
it different from any creature which has lived 
before or since, is the fact that he had two sets 
of brains, one in his skull like other folks, and 
the other somewhere down in his haunches, 
which he probably used to direct the opera- 
tions of that queer-looking tailand hind legs. 
Probably if the rest of us were thirty or forty 
feet iong we might be able to use two sets of 
brains; and, in fact,I have seen people, as it 
is, who I thought would not be injured by 
another set. 

What should you think of an enormous great 





liam Boardman, \ 


there were some ponds near him | 


Some- | 





| dragon flying around up in tne air, twenty-five 
feet long? Thatisthe kind ofa bird they had 
in the days long before Adam and Eve lived in 
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A GROUP OF PTERODACTYLS. | 


the garden of Eden, and Cain killed Abel. They 
were called Pterodactyls, and horrible crea- | 
| tures they were too. I think we should any of 
us be frightened to sce such athing flying down 
into our front yards, for instance. But there is 
one comfort to be had; there are no such crea- 
tures living now, as the Pterodactyls died out 
Nobody has yet been able to 
make up his mind whether they were birds, 
beasts, or reptiles, only that they probably 
flewin the air,and nobody knows what they: 
ate. 

Then there was another thing called a Tricer- 
atops, which was athree-horned creature that 
looked something like a rhinoceros; only it 
was very much larger, being twenty-five feet 
long, and with aqueer tail like a reptile. Its 


mouth had a great beak, and a huge collar or 
ridge of bone came up from his skull which 
looked something like horns. 
| Then there was the Tinoceras, which seems 
| to have been a kind of cross between the ele- 


THE TRICERATOPS. 


| 
phacts rhinoceros, and hippopotamus. He | 
nad six horns and two great tusks, which no- 
body knows what he did with. Some profes- 
sors think he used to rove about like the 
horned and hoofed creatures of nowadays, eat- | 
ing the vegetation on the banks and around the 
ancient lakes. 

How would you like to come across,in your 
walks through the fields and woods,a Mega- 
therium? He was only eighteen feet high, and 
weighed six tons, and used to stand upon his 
hind legs and eat the leaves fromthe tops of 
the trees or among the branches. He was a 
kind of asloth. You have read of the modern 
sloth in your books of Natural History which 
some of you have got through the kindness of 
the publishers of Comrort; but instead of 
climbing the trees to eat the foliage as the 
modern sloth does, this great creature stood up 
like a monstrous kangaroo and pulled the tree- 
top down where he could eat to his heart’s | 
content. 

Then if you were not contented with meeting 
a Megatherium, you might meet a Glyptodon, 
which looked like a turtle only it was nine feet 
long. Itis from these animals that the arma- 
dillos, of which you can read in your Wood's 
Natural History, have descended. 

You all remember that some months ago we 
formed a Natural History Club to which we 
were all going to belong? Since then, however, 
a good many children have become readers of 
the Comrort, and we cordially invite all of 
them to join this club too, as there is a great 
deal to be learned about the lower animals 
which is both useful and interesting. You 
know the offer which the publishers of Com- 
FORT have made you in regard to Wood's Nat- 
ural History? None of you should be without 
this book. It contains nearly eight hundred 

ages of interesting matter, with hundreds of 
illustrations of the animals of the world and a) 
full account of their appearance and habits. | 
There is no more interesting study in the world 











MEGATHERIUM EATING DINNER. 
than Natural History, and here is achance for 
‘CONTINUED ON PAGE 12.) 












A PARADISE OPEN TO ALL! 


A Veritabie “Up To Date’”’ Noah’s Ark Por- 
trayed by Pen and Pencil! 


A Half a Thousand Life-Like Pictures of Animals 
that Roam over the Earth. 


800 Pages of Thrilling Adventures, Anecdotes, and 
Encounters on Land and Sea, 
in Desert and Jungle. 


Not since the art of printing was first invented has a book appeared which so com- 
pletely took the world by storm as this master work of the world-renowned Rev. J. G. 
Wood, M. A., F.L.S., and to-day it may be safely asserted that the popularity of 
Wovd’s Natural History has been exceeded only by the Bible. Millions of copies 
have already been sold in foreign lands at six dollars each, and in less than five 
months the entire American edition has become almost exhausted. The reason for 
this is that the book is practically a library in itself—and a most interesting and 
instructive library at that. The one million copies secured by us have, with 
the exception of one hundred and ninety-three thousand, been disposed of unde1 
our advertised free premium offer. It was due to the invention of the wonderful 
machine which prints, folds, cuts, trims, binds, and covers a book at a single opera- 
tion, and thus performs in the hands of two men what formerly required twenty 
machines and thirty workmen,—it was due to this invention that we secured this 
prize publication at less than one tenth of its former cost. 

Some idea of the contents of this picturesque masterpiece may be formed when we 
state that over two hundred thousand people to whom we have sent a free copy 
as a premium have since then written to us asking at what cash price we would let 
them have additional copies. Its eight hundred pages, and five hundred illustrations 
form a thrilling but truthful record of adventure, a complete zodlogy, a panorama 
of pictures, and a monster menagerie, all in one. 

Wood's Natural History is the recognized authority all over the world for accurate 
information regarding the habits, haunts, peculiarities, and diseases of the animal king. 
dom. It consists of over eight hundred pages, and is apap fl bound in stiff paper 
covers. Size of open book, 8 x 11 inches, and nearly 2 inches thick. It is in clea 


print, on good paper, with five hundred excellent illustrations by such eminent 
European artists as WoLF, WEIS, ZWECKER, COLEMAN, HARVEY, and others, 


A Zebra for Dinner! ! 

“Asmall herd of zebras wos quietly 
feeding ona plain, all unconscious of the 
stealthy Sppronen ofseverallions, which 
were creeping towards them in regular 
order, under cover of a dense reed 
thicket. So quietly did the lions make 
their advance that their progress was 
unnoticed even by the zebra-scntinel. 
The lions crept on until they reached 
the thicket, when the sentinel took the 
alarm. . It was too late— with a single 
bound, the leading lion sprang over the 
reeds, felled one of the zebras, and set 
the others scampering so as to fell an 
easy prey to his compamons."" This is 
from page 136, 


A Giant 125 Feet He 


The bulk of thisanimelisgreater than 
that of any other whale. some speci- 
mens reaching a length of 125 feet, Itia 
sometimes mistaken for the Greenland 
Whale and harpooned, but it is seldom 
killed, On one oceasion the Rorqual 
started off in a direct line and at such a 
speed thatihe men lost their presence 
of mind and forget to cut the rope that 
connected the whale with the boat. 
Making directly fora neighboring ice- 
field, the Rorqual shot under it and 
drew the boat with allits crew beneath 
the ice, where they disappeared forever 

m the gaze of mankind. 














The open book is 8x i! inches and has 800 pages. 


~ Are you descended from a monkey? 
Whether or not you believe in the theory 
of evolution, you can doubtless select 
people from among your acquaintances 


Was Your Creat-Crand- 


father a Monkey? 





i 


who would seem to you to be descended % 


either from a monkey or that more humble domestic animal popularly known as the } 


mule. 


this subject. There are several hundred varieties of monkeys, all as different from 
each other as the Esquimaux is different from the South Sea Islander, or the citizen 
of New York from the wild Hottentot. 


As the book contains full descriptions of all domestic animals, also, with treatment 
and cures for their diseases, no farmer should be without it, and as the list embraces 
everything, from the gnat to the giraffe, the bat to the bear, the mouse to the 
mastodon, the coyote to the cuscus, nobody should neglect this grandest of all offers. 


HOW TO GET THIS WORK OF WONDERS FREE OF COST, 


1st offer. To every person who will subscribe or extend his subscription to Comfort for two 
years, at 25 cents a year (50 cents paying to 1896), we will send a copy of this great work, mail or 
express charges all paid if 10 cents extra is enclosed to help pay packing and other expenses. As 
Wood’s Natural History weighs nearly two pounds, and ag it would cost you 32 cents to mail, it is 
only by special arrangement with the department that we —as publishers — are enabled to furnish 
this Great Book at such unheard-of low rates with our Prize Story Magazine, Comfort. 

2d offer. If you will secure only two subscribers to Comfort at 25 cents per year (your own 
subscription and one other will answer), we will send a copy of the book prepaid if 10 cents 
additional is sent for packing expenses as above. 

3d offer. ABSOLUTELY FREE. To any one sending a club of only three yearly 
subscribers to Comfort, at 25 cents each, we will send this Book FRE without an 
additional expense to you whatever. Thus for a few minutes’ time devoted to wor 
that can but be a pleasure you get this wonderfully interesting 800 page Book for 
absolutely nothing, and many persons by getting up several clubs of three each have 
made money fast, as for every three subscribers thus obtained we send a complete 
copy of Wood’s Natural History, which anybody can easily sell for $1.00, Thus an 
agent who can devote a few hours to the work each day can readily make from five 
to nine dollars a day selling. the Books. 

Kefore the publication of this First American Edition ‘the hook has always sold in cloth for 
&6.00. It is therefore evident that our offer is one of exceptional value, and should ve taken ad- 
vantage of at once. You may not see such an offer again. There is only one edition like the 
above. It is published exclusively to be offered as a premium and cannot be had in the book 
stores at any price. Printed ongood paper, from clean, clear type. A library all by itself. 

_ All those who have solicited subscribers for other papers say it is surprising how much easier 
it is to get people to subscribe for Comfort. Although it costs but 25 cents a year, they all say it 
is really worth one dollar, and that is the reason it has obtained the largest circulation of any 
paperin the world. There is no other publication like itanywhere. Don’t fail to send your sub- 
scription this month. Address, Comfort, Box 981, Augusta, Maine. 

Ark soon as the remaining copies of this special edition have been disposed of our 
extraordinary prize offer here made will be withdrawn, Therefore, act now. 
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Before you decide this question of heredity, however, you should read about } 
the entire monkey race in this book, which is the best authority in the world on! 








ComFort. 
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EPTEMBER presents 
Celestial Phenomena 
of more than ordi- 
nary consequence, 
Besides the ingress of 
the Sun into Libra, 
which opens the 
Autumn, there occurs 
a partial eclipse of 
the Moon on the l4th 
4, and atotal eclipse of 
-_¢\ the Sun on the 29th. 
“~\ Mars and Neptune 
) both become station- 
W#’ ary this month; and 

// Venus makes her 
_ perihelion passage 
— Mw on the 17th. These, 

if with other phenom- 
ena, Astrologers con- 
sider with reference 
to their effects upon 
the-earth and its inhabitants. We begin with 
the Sun’s entry into the sign Libra for our de- 
ductions for the Autumn Quarter. 

The Sun reaches the first minute of Libra at 
about 19 minutes past 8 P.M., the 22nd of Sep- 
tember, Washington Mean Time. ‘The Sun 
thus crossing the Equator from North to South 
marks the Autumnal] Equinox. Bxperience 
teaches that some unusual disturbances to the 
earth's atmosphere is effected at the time of 
these annual equinoctial passages.  § reason 
of the other phenomena occurring at about that 
time, look for some unusual atmospheric or 
electrical effects—probably high winds amount- 
ing to tornadoes or cyclones in places; also 
thunder, lightning and rains, especially the 
middle of the month. 

The eg ee tae figure erected for the 
meridian of Washington, to the time indicated, 
presents the positions of the heavenly bodies 
and the firmament at that moment. Mars has 
poh risen and stands retrograde in the 12th 

ouse opposite to the malefics Saturn and Her- 


schel in the 6th house with Mercury. Neptune 


is near the cusp of the 2nd house in which the 
Moon and Jupiter are found nearly conjoined, 
while the Sun and Venus are in the 5th house 
of the figure. 





The last degrees of Taurus are on the Ascend- 
ing horizon and the early degrees of Aquarius 
are overhead on the south meridian. Taurus 
rising gives Venus dominion of the scheme. 
She isin Virgo ip peed aspect with Herschel, 
Jupiter, Mars and Moon. Being the signifi- 
cator of the people and so well conditioned, the 
Moon co-significator of the people also being so 
nearly conjoined with the great benefic Jupi- 
ter,would give most excellent promise of bene- 
fitand advantage to the masses of the people 
and harmony for all; but the square between 
the luminaries detracts from the measure of 
benevolence. Indications point to pleasant 
and healthy air, as a whole; fruitfulness of the 
earth, and good and wholesome fruit. They 
promise better harmony between the poorer 
and richer classes of earnest citizens. There 
will be increase of revenue replenishing the 
treasury to the detriment of the very wealthy 
interests of the country, which in some man- 
ner provokes bitter animosities and enmities 
towards the Chief Executive of the Countr 
andthe dominant administration. There will 
be some extraordinary shrinkages of money 
values in private interests and some disastrous 
failures in the commercial and monetary world 
during the fall and winter months, probably 
beginning in the latter days of September. The 
positions of the malefics indicate many secret 
plots and conspiracies among disorderly 
classes and from the socialist and anarchist; 
and point to the active use of prisons and 
places of confinement; also cautions the 
authorities against uprisings of criminals con- 
fined in such places. 


The indications of the figure are not as prom- 
ising as might be for children and younger 
members of the community, cautioning against 
diseases among them of a martial and epidemic 
character, such as measles, diphtheria, scarlet 
fever, low fevers, and abdominal troubles. And 
in general there will be increased prevalence 
of disease involving the urinary and generative 
organs, heart, and head or brain. Let all par- 
ents be watchful of early symptoms of martial 
diseases among their children, especially if 
they were born near the 25th of January or 
April, or the 28th of July or October, of past 
years. 

A Partial Eclipse of the Moon. The Moon 
will pass into the shadow of the Earth and be 
ante eclipsed in the 23rd degree of the sign 

isces at about 13 minutes past 11 g’clock at 
night on the 14th of September, 1894. “Tt will be 
visible at Washington and vicinity. The 
effects of eclipses fall upon those portions of 
the earth where they are most perfectly visi- 
ble; or which are ruled by the sign in which 
the eclipse occurs; and, those effects influence 
the multitude or the country asa whole than 
particular persons of private condition. This 
eclipse falls in the sign Pisces. An ancient 
writer says: “An eclipse in the watery triplic- 
ity, in which Pisces is classed, presignifies 
rumors of war, and corruptions and overflow- 








ing of the sea banks," also “harm to creatures 
living in the waters, and corruptions of rivers.” 
The figure shows Jupiter just on the ascending 
horizon and inasmuch as he rules the sign in 
which the eclipse falls we apprehend that this 
country will not be injuriously affected but will 
be rather benefited in commerce. There may 
be and probably will be some serious failure of 
some large book-making concern and the time 
is evil for the literary world in matters of 
finance, also for schools and educational in- 
stitutions. There may be some serious con- 
troversy or dispute over fisheries or seals, in- 
asmuch as this eclipse falls in Pisces and the 
evil planets; are located in the northwest part 
of the figure, but diplomatic negotiations will 
be likely toresult in permanent good to the 
country. 


A Total Eclipse of the Sun occurs just 
after midnight inthe morning of the 29th. It 
is not visible in this country. The Eclipse 
falls in the first decanate of the sign Libra, 
which according to the teachings on the sub- 
ject, “corrupts the air and causes pestilence,” 
and presignifies also injury to and scarcity of 
corn or grain. The principal effects, however, 
of this eclipse are to be looked for in Central 
Africa where there is likely to be warring and 
strife and some epidemic disease. 


CELESTIAL CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER. 


SEPTEMBER 1—Saturday. The morning 
is decidedly unpropitious for transaction of a 
speculative character and bids thee hold on to 
the purse-strings. The noon and afternoon 
hours are the best for general ventures. 


2—Sunday. The forenoon is unusually 
benevolent, particularly inviting communion 
with the poet, musician, and artist, and giving 
special appreciation of the beautiful in re- 
ligion, nature, and art; the latter purt of the 
day increases depression and induces melan- 
choly, and does not encourage association with 
the very aged. 

fia per Begin early and improve every 
moment of the forenoon, particularly for trans- 
actions pertaining to money matters or trade; 
butasthe noon hour approaches and passes 
have care not to decide matters hastily nor be- 
come involved in controversy of any kind; be 
patient under excitement and not over-sensi- 
tive to mental hurts; the latter part of the day 
gives improved conditions again. 


4—Tuesday. Let this day be improved for 
literary pursuits and engagements, choice be- 
ing given to the forenoon for urging the most 
important matters, such as depend upon men- 
tal labor; prosecute mathematical and scien- 
tific studies, and let contracts affecting legal 
and educational matters be made; merchants 
and tradesmen are particularly favored; in the 
afternoon and evening refrain from pressing 
suit with the fairsex and discourage dealings 
in fancy goods or articles of dress or adorn- 
ment; little real enjoyment need be expected 
from musical or dramatic entertainments or 
social gatherings. 


5—Wednesday. An indifferent day, giving 
little promise of profit or advantage; push 
routine work and duties. 


6—Thursday. Make no application to per- 
sons high in authority, for advantage or favor, 
particularly in the afternoon or evening. 


7—Friday. Avoid litigation and all matters 
connected with deeds and writings in the morn- 
ing, when also defer important correspondence 
and contract making. For dramatists, musi- 
cians, and artists this is an especially fortu- 
nate day during the middle hours, as it is for 
social entertainments and pleasure seeking; 
let all engaged in the polite arts improve every 
moment; purchase for use, not trade, all art 
cles of dress, adornment, or decoration, al 
musical merchandise, dramatic appurtenances, 
artists’ materials, etc.; unusual pleasure will 
be experienced from music, the drama, and all 
honorable amusements. 

S—Saturday. Merchants should transact 
business cautiously during the early forenoon, 
and purchases for trade are best deferred fora 
season; the noon and afternoon are best for 
transacting business with chemists, surgeons, 
bakers, iron and brass workers and carpenters. 

9—Sunday. Pastor's discourse is Itkely to 
contain many peculiar sentiments and radical 
ideas; the aged are pleasantly disposed; and 
the oddities and curiosities of life engage the 
thoughts. 

10—Monday. Be stirring early and employ 
every waking moment, preference being given 
to literary matters and the prosecution of 
mathematical and scientific studies; the mind 
is unusually active and ideas clothe themselves 
more readily than usual; urge correspondence; 





make contracts, especially those affecting legal 
and educational matters; hire help an ush 
all matters of trade and business; but have 


care as the evening approaches, when no hasty 
conclusions in business should be formed; 
litigation and contention are likely to inter- 
fere seriously with the happy outcome of affairs 
of magnitude or importance now begun; be 
not rash; scrutinize carefully all business en- 
terprises; seek not promotion in public posi- 
tions nor offend thine employer; crimes are 
likely to be increased as the night advances 
and explosions and fires are rendered more 
likely than usual. 

11—Twesday. An evil day in which matters 
of much importance are best deferred; see that 
the tongue or pen do no violence to good judg- 
ment; moral deformities are excited and the 
record of crimes is likely to be made fuller 
than usual; be very careful if near to machin- 
ery or electrical apparatus and in the use of 
firearms or fires. 

12—Wednesday. A favorable day for agri- 
cultural matters and for having dealings with 
landlords, in houses or lands, mining proper- 
ties, lumber, coal, or wool. The day, however, 
does not encourage the inauguration of new 
business pertaining to the mechanical pursuits 
or trades; surgical operations and chemical 
experiments are less likely to give satisfactory 
results. 

13—Tharsday. Choose the middle hours 
for surgical operations and for dealing with 
military men, druggists, glass manufacturers, 
and all engaged in ingenious and mechanical 
trades, but keep out from underground places; 
use the forenoon for replenishing thy stock of 
cutlery, hardware, machinery, and tools and 
implements to be used for manufacturing pur- 
poses; the hoursare unusually favorable for 
the most important moves of the time and en- 
courages purchases for trade and all honorable 
undertakings. 

14—Friday. The early forenoon is best for 
general affairs, for as the day advances there 

egin some very mischievous conditions under 
which no new ventures should be begun; es- 
pecially if they relate to literary matters or are 
of acommercial or speculative character. 

15—Saturday. Evilcontinues. Becautious 
as the day advances for deceit and treachery 
are abroad; sign no deeds or notes nor enter 
into any contract of importance; postpone all 
correspondence of much moment; bankers and 
merchants should scrutinize applications for 
credit and signatures to money writings; liter- 
ary and educational interests suffer unusual 
detriment, and increased mortality and busi- 
ness embarrassments are likely among the 
literati; especially euperece in the lives of 
those in such callings,born on or about the 25th 
of March or December of past years. 

16—Sunday. This day conduces to happy 
efforts of the clergy, giving unusual volubility, 
eloquence and zeal to the pulpit discourse. 





17—Monday. The first half of this day is 
evil, and little prosperity is likely to attend 
new undertakings; particularly avoid the land- 
lord and beware of making any contract with 
the laboring classes; the afternoon gives im- 
proved conditions, inviting vigorous activity in 
the principal affairs of life, especially to 
finances, commerce or trade. 

18S—Tuesday. Push business vigorously 
during the forenoon; avoid hasty decision and 
allexcitement orcontention in thy dealings; 
buy goods for trade,and have dealings with 
persons of means and prominence, and negotia- 
tions pertaining to artistic, musical, dramatic, 
and fancy wares and merchandise; also wear- 
ing apparel and articles of adornment, house- 
hold turniture and decorations; let all engaged 
in the polite and elegant occupations specially 
improve this time; the decorative artist and 
landscape painter should lose no moment of 
this forenoon particularly if their work is ex- 
ecuted with water colors; the afternoon and 
evening are especially unpromising for seek- 
pint Apa beh sa or any advantage or profit from 
public officials or persons high in authority in 
great corporations. 

19—Wednesday. This day has but little to 
recommend it; be sure that all purchases are 
7 needed, and loan no money nor specu- 
ate. 

20—Thursday. The first two-thirds of this 
day are the best and all general business should 
be urged at this time; the late afternoon and 
evening hours are peculiarly unpropitious for 
the prosecution of business relating to fancy 
and ornamental goods and also the pursuit of 
the fine arts; musical, dramatic, or social en- 
tertainments do not give much permanent sat- 
isfaction. 

21—Friday. Begin this day with its first 
hours, for the mental powers are active and 
the judgment likely to be more sound than 
usual; literary pursuits will be successfully 
rosecuted, business ventures now made a 
ortunate, and humanity in general will be 
more benevolently inclined in the morning and 
evening which are really the better parts of the 
day; have dealings with landlords, real estate 
men, plumbers, builders, agriculturalists, and 
—_ allwho are engaged in laborious avoca- 
tions. 

22—Saturday. Applications to public offic- 
ers or those in authority will find but little 
favor during the forenoon; but as the noon is 
passed, let all energies be given to the prose- 
cution of business; buy goods for trade and 
urge the mechanical pursuits; deal in machin- 
ery, especially such as pertains to the manu- 
facture of woolen goods; have surgical opera- 
tions performed in the late forenoon; let 
judges weigh testimony and decide important 
cases, and lawyers take ininiatory steps and 
urge proceedings in litigation of magnitude. 
This time is more fortunate than usual for per- 
sons born about the 23rd of February, 26th of 
June, 17th of August, or 26th of December, of 
past years, promising financial betterment, in- 
creased business advantages, and improved 
health. 

23—Sunday. Not | Ane 3 for a Sabbath 
day, inviting rest and quiet rather than physi- 
cal exertion or mental efforts; depressing in- 
fluences prevail in the latter part of the day, 
giving tendencies to hopelessness and despair 
in some lives, notably those bornabout the 4th 
of January, April, July, or October, of past 
years; for the majority of them have been 
under adverse influences for many weeks and 
have probably had many disorders of an un- 





they will have positive relief from the mis- 
chievous conditions very soon. 

24—Monday. The middle hours of this day 
are the best, particularly for dealings with per- 
sons of prominence in the political world or 
those who occupy stations in public life or in 
charge of great public works or sotpnenntos 
| the evening presents exciteable conditions in- 
voking patience for avoidance of controversies 
or disagreements; crimes and fires are in- 
creased in the next few hours, and explosions 
are to be specially guarded against. 

25—Tuesday. Evil continues until noon, 
but thereafter very benevolent influences pre- 
vail covering the next 48 hours, which invite 
vigorous prosecution of all honorable trans- 
actions. EGULUS advises his friends to begin 
at noon the earnest pushing of their several 
callings, and especially those inthe strictly in- 
tellectual pursuits in life. Indeed, the passing 
influences are among the best that are encoun- 
tered in many days and should be improved for 
the inauguration of all principal ventures. Ex- 
ception should be made at this time to merely 
speculative ventures unless the nativity is 
peculiarly fortunate. Preference should be 
given to this afternoon for commercial ven- 
tures; merchants, tradesmen, public writers, 
lawyers, judges, mathematicians, travelers, 
printers, and al] engaged in the ingenious pur- 
suits or employed with the pen are particularly 
favored unless born about the dates indicated 
in the suggestions for the 28rd instant,or about 
the Ist of March, 9th of April, 3rd of Septem- 
ber, or 12th of October, of past years. 

26—Wednesday. Begin with the dawn, for 
the day is of excellent promise; bright and 
prosperous are the conditions for the merchant 
and traveler, also for the beginning of great 
and honorable undertakings and for entering 
upon new ventures in the mechanical pursuits; 
deal in machinery—especially such as pertains 
to the manufacture of woolen goods—electrical 
apparatus, hardware and cutlery; make con- 
tracts and engagements with farmers, miners, 

lumbers, and contractors and builders; deal 
in metals and cattle; handle chemicals, and 
have dental work performed. The day is a 
superior one and ReGcuLvs commends it as one 
of the best for nearly all the undertakings in 
life, and urges his friends to make beginnings 
in all important enter Paes. If this be the 
anniversary of any birthday it gives a much 
eeresee season for success and welfare in 
ife. 

27—Thursday. Continue the efforts of yes- 
terday with the utmost vigor, giving prefer- 
ence to business pertaining to the elegant and 
decorative in life; let all engaged inthe polite 
arts improve every moment, urging and realiz- 
ing from their several pursuits; purchase arti- 
cles of dress, adornment, or decoration, also 
musical merchandise, dramatic appurtenances, 
artists’ materials, ete. 

28—Friday. Unusual circumspection is ad- 
vised in all undertakings of this day; beware 
of speculation, as bad losses are threatened; 
some bad failures occur in business circles 
about this time, and fraud and defalcations of 
magnitude come to light. The day is pecu- 
liarly evilin a pecuniary sense, and it is really 
dangerous in point of health to persons born 
about January, 1802; April, 1822; July, 1844; 
August, 1866; or December, 1885; and such per- 
sons should exercise great care in al! the affairs 
of their passing life. 

29—Saturday. The injunction against spec- 
ulation urged for vesterday is continued for 
to-day, otherwise the day is not specially con- 
ducive to success in any particular direction; 
but is detrimental to advancement of intellec- 
tual and literary pursuits. 

30—Sunday. A Sabbath Ilkely to be noted 
for unusual nervous excitement and feverish 
activity; strange peculiarities, irritability and 
restlessness will be common; the mind will in- 
cline towards the curious in science, art and 
mechanism; and ingenious, new, and unusual 
ideas are born and peculiar notions and whims 
provoke discord and controversy. The day is 
| generally unfavorable for persons born about 











usual character; let allsuch take courage for | 
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, the 16th of January or April, or the 19th of July 
| or October, of past years, for they are likely to 
be just now having some unusual mental anxie. 
ties, troubles through correspondence, writ. 
ings or business controversies, and in some 
cases from malicious or slanderous 


r 
Recvutvus advises all to let special radeaos 
rule their acts and moderation and deliberate 


judgment control the tongue; combustion jg 
quickened and some bad fires and losses are 
robable in these days; increased mortality 
rom apoplexy, paralysis, and heart dise. 
also from hemorrhage and violence is more 
than likely. 


CHILDREN’S CIRCLE OF COMFortT 
(CONTINUED FROM PaGE 11.) 


any and all of you to become as well learned ip 
this branch as though you had belonged to the 
higher classes of some academy for a |on; 
time. Forif you read this book through care- 
fully, and learn all that it contains there about 
the animals of the world, you_will know alj 
there is to know. Professor Wood was the 
greatest Natural Historian of his day, and hag 
written it up in an interesting way which you 
will find easy to read and to remember. I, 
fact, we have a great many letters from those 
who have got the book and read it, about it, 
value and interest to all. Those of you who 
have not yet made an effort to ok the book, 
will I hope, do so at once, and follow upall we 
have learned about natural history. 

All you have to do, you know, is to get three 
subscribers to ComFoRT, (your own will count 
one) ee will get a copy of the Wood's 
Natural History without a cent of expense to 





you. Or,if you can only get two, you can en. 
close ten cents when you send their names ang 
addresses with their subscription money, Tf, 

and get one, all of you. ' 


Unc Le CuHaruie, 
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A CENUINE CURIOSITY. 


It will equiem and wriggle on the palm of your band, 
its antics depending upon your temperament. It won't 
keep quiet, and affords amusement for old and young. 
We furnish one for lady and gentleman, with a print- 
ed sheet, explaining the peculiarities of each person 
by its movements. The pair, stpaid, 10 cents. 
Our Illustrated Catalogue of Sports and Pastimes, 
Conjuring Tricks, Games and thousands of attractive 
novelties mailed with above or free to any address. 
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WHAT'S IN A NAME? 
WRITTEN FOR COMFORT. 


Copyright, 1894, by The Gannett & Morse Concern. 





Fall the queer names 
of post-offices in this 
great country, it would 
be hard to tell which is 
the oddest. And their 
origin is often as queer 
as the names them- 
selves. Here is a list, 
for instance, which is 
as unique as it is curi- 
ous, arranged under a 
beading of their several States: 











ARKANSAS. Coin, Esau, Gin, Gsab, Ink, 
Jumbo, Negro Hill. 
CALIFORNIA. Ben-Hur, Bogus, Paradise, 


Yankee Jim, You Bet, Yuba City. 


IDAHO. Bonus, Bumpus, Chestnut, Fidelity, 
Fruit, Grubb, Jubilee, Saw-tooth, Triumph 


KANSAS. Crow, Fact, Happy, Harmony, Pur- 
ity, Sugar. 

ALABAMA. Axle, Ball Play, Dead Level, Get- 
up. Urbanity, Abel, Saint's Store. 


COLORADO. Scissors 
Troublesome, Suga: 
Loaf. Wigwam. 

DELAWARE. Black 
bird, Mermaid, Re: 
Lion, Rising Sun. 

FLORIDA. Alligatoi 
Glory, Mary Esther 

HLLINOIS. Advance. 
Allright,Moonsbine, 
Spankey, Tom. 

KENTUCKY. Barefoot, Bee Lick, Easy Gap, 


Gimlet, Eve, Haystack, Tidal Wave, Rab- 
bit Hash. 


LOUISIANA. Cutoff, Dime, McGinty, Relief, 
Prohibition, Slaughter. 


















MARYLAND. Bishop's Head, Blue Ball. 
Chance, Pivot. Thrift. 

MASSACHUSETTS. Teaticket. 

MICHIGAN. Mikado, Roots, Waltz, Devil's 
Lake. 

MINNESOTA. Vermillion, Red-wing. 

MISSISSIPPI. Energy, Freetrade, Peelers, 
Yellow Rabbit, Saint's Rest. 

MONTANA. Truly, 
Wisdom. 

BEBRASKA. Looking 


Glass, Rescue, Stop. 
NEVADA. Fairc Play. 
NEW JERSEY. Barle)§ 

Sheaf. 

BWEW YORK. Catfish, 
Long Year, Reserve, 
Result, Shinhopple. 

OHIO. Black Jack, 
Crab Apple, Jolly, Jump, Pulse, Africa. 

@KLAHOMA. Hominy. 

OREGON. Progress. 

PENNSYLVANIA. Big Shanty, Good Intent, 
Husband, Muff, Panic. 

$0. CAROLINA. Snipes, Thrifty. 


INDIANA. “B,” Desolation, Kickapoo. Soli- 
tude. 

IOWA. Jericho, Muddy, Zero. 

MISSOURI. Pulltight, Dutchtown, Duden- 


ville, Jimtown, Drynob, Ebenezer, Lone 
Elm, Lone Jack, Lone Dell, Lone Oak, Lone 
Spring, Lone Star, Lone Tree, Prohibition, 
Rolling Home, Paradise, Tribulation, Nish- 
nabotna, Cockrum, Niverna, Nixa, Lupua, 
Arnica, Job, Phiegeton, Black Jack, Bloom- 
ing Rose. 


WENNESSEE. ‘‘A. B. 
c.," Yum Yum, *y¥. 
Z.,"" Let, Ai, Andy, 
Sen, Bob, Boy, Bud, 
Cute, Ego, Gabe 
Gath, Ho, Ken, Loo 
Nancy, Notime, 
Number One, Seg, 
Sill, Tang, Tut, 
Whig, Zach, Pea- 


nut. 
ARIZONA. Big Bug, Bumble Bee, Tip Top. 


MAINE. Number One, Razorville, Sabbathday 
Lake. 
GEORGIA. Absalom, Adam, Cat Creek, Clinch, 


Crane-eater, Enigma, Red Belt. 

NO. CAROLINA. Tariff, Bachelor, Maiden, 
Black Jack, Calico, Catfish, Fig, Gunpow- 
der, Haystack, Hanging Dog, Hives, Negro 
Head. 

TEXAS. Baby Head, Cat Spring, Cowboy, 
Ditto, Yuno. 

VIRGINIA. St. 
Negro Foot. 

Sometime ago the res- 
adcnts cf a pew town in 

M -sour) sent in their 

application f r a post- 

efice; the namc the,# 
suggested was not sat- 
isfactory to the depert- 
ment for some reason 
"Sclect ancther 

Bame." wrote “he Port- 

master-General 

“Something not so common, something pecul- 


“All right," the applicants replied, “call it 
Peculiar.” And the mail bag has gone to 
“Peculiar, Cass Co., Mo.,” ever since. 

Doubtiess there are plenty more names 
throughout the country just as odd as the 
above. 


Tammany's, Negro Arm, 
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HERE AND THEE. 

itis cstimated that England now owns about 1,400,- 
8 square miles of territory in Africa. 

On July 4th, the citizens of Hawaii formerly pro- 
Claimed the establishment of a republic. 

A monument is to be erected 1n Chicago to the late 
Henry C. Work who wrote “Marching Through 
Georgia * 

The house in which Martin Lather died at Eisle- 
ben, Germany, bore no mark to indicate this fact un- 
tila few weeks ago. The famous house, however. 
bas now been repaired and restored in a worthy 
fasblon. It contains many relics of the great re- 


tormer. 
George M. Pullman th 
m biscareer as a laborer along the 
ebaker the millionaire wagon manufactirer 
“wen: west’ with less than adollar in his rocket. 


ame 2, S, werstor Gorman of Marviond rose from 
wemele cusicconct a page in congress. 


emilllonatre car buililer, be- 
Erie Canal; 





Comrort. 


ANCIENT OYSTERS, 


WRITTEN FoR CoMFORT. 


Copyright, 1894, by The Gannett & Morse Concern. 





OYSTER-EATING 
epicure has come into 
the world too late. He 
sbould have lived sev- 
eral millions of years 
ago, when, instead of 
the five or six kinds 
of those bivalves now 
existing, there were 
scores of species. 
Where at present 
there are “half a doz- 
en raw," there were then as many myriads. In 
fact, it was the Age of Oysters. 

In those days what is now the State of Texas 
was under water, and a large part of its area 
was one great oyster-bed—probably the big- 
gest oyster-bed that ever existed. A good deal 
may be told about it with certainty because the 
remains of it are stillto be seen. In truth, the 
shells form a continuous sheet 20 feet thick and 
extending almost half way across the State 
They have been transformed into a sort of 
limy rock, in which they are loosely cemented 
together. 

The vast accumulations of oyster shells 
found on hill-tops in that part of the country 
were foralong time regarded as of mysterious 
and inexplicable origin. Various crude and 
even superstitious surmises were formed as to 





| the agency which had gathered and put them 


in such places. But geology explains that 
there came an epoch when the great Texas bed 
of mollusks was uplifted out of the sea and be- 
came dry land. Then, of course, the oysters 
died. Streams cut away valleys, leaving hills 
with the shells on their summits. 


Perhaps a more vivid notion of the vastness 
of this deposit of oyster shells will be given by 
the statement that, approximately speaking, it 
equals in bulk and thickness the coal seams of 
Pennsylvania. The bivalves which lie on the 
surface of the ground are gathered and burned 
for lime by people in Texas. They are also 
used for making roads. Some of them bear a 
strange resemblance to the upper part of the 
human cranium. Hence they are called by the 
natives “skulls.” 

Those of another species are of enormous 
size, the shells being as much as 5 inches thick 
and bh ery bree 10 Eanes & pair. But the 
animal that lived in this big house was small 
in proportion to the size of its dwelling—hardly 
larger, indeed, than the ordinary oyster of the 
restaurants to-day. On the other hand, there 
was a kind witha coiled shell which was the 
smallest of all known oysters, being only 
about an inch in length. One characteristic of 
these ancient bivalves seems to have been that 


{they ran to shell and had little meat. 


One very extraordinary species that lived in 
the Texas bed has been called the ‘“cocks- 
comb oyster,” because of the peculiar shape of 
its shell. The latter is of beautiful form, with 
a toothed edge. This particularanimal would 
appearto have been the hermit of its family, 
inasmuch as it is only occasionally that the re- 
mains of asingle specimen are found. Seem- 
ingly it did not dwell in colonies, as all other 
kinds of oysters do and always have done. The 
seeker after curiosities thinks himself in luck 
pecs he comes across one of these toothed 
shells. 

Some of these ancient oysters were much 
like those sold in the market to-day, but the 











great majority of them belonged to species 
which have been extinct for ages. One kind 
had a remarkable development like a beak 
above the hinge. It has been named the “‘gry- 
phea,” from its fancied resemblance to a 
griffin. Another sort was shaped like a boat 
with upturned prow; of it there were numer- 
ous varieties. Yet another is formed in the 
likeness of a ram's horn, Specimens of this 
last are “weathered out” by millions from 
clay banks. 

| The griffins and cockscombs lived in much 
deeper water than the others, as is known 
| from the fact that their shells are found in 
limestones and clays. Such deposits were not 
Jaid down in the shallows. All of the species 
were associated with forms of molluscan life 
which are unknown to-day except by remains 
preserved from a remote antiquity. Among 
these vanished creatures were huge “ammon- 
ites’ with coiled shells, related to the modern 
nautilus. Of the same family was the “ortho- 
ceras,” which had a house shaped like a 
straight horn, sometimes as much as 9 feet in 
length. 

There were clams in those days also. One 
species was very peculiarly constructed, the 
two valves of its shell differing greatly in size. 
The right valve was a foot long, while the left 
one was only about as big as a silver dollar. 
Of course, the animal was very small. No 
housewife would have considered it an econom- 
ical shellfish to buy. There were plenty of sea 
urchins then, as well as many kinds of single- 
shelled mollusks. Great banks of the latter 
yet remain in the region described. No lack of 
life was there in that remote epoch, when man 
was an animal as yet unthought of on the 
earth. 

The oysters of that period had not him to 
fearas an enemy. But they were obliged to 
struggle for existence against numerous other 
foes. Many of their shells pertorated with 
holes prove that they were preyed on by boring 
whelks like those which destroy them nowa- 
days. They also suffered from the attacks of 
boring worms and five-fingered  startishes. 
Oddly enough, only one solitary fossil star- 
fish has thus far been discovered in the Texas 
bed. But these five-fingered parasites have 
soft bodies, so that they would only be pre- 
served under unusual and accidental condi- 
tions. Among the most destructive enemies of 
oysters then as now were fishes of the ray 
tribe, which had teeth arranged in stone- 
crusher fashion. Large numbers of these 
teeth are found among the shells. 


Teeth are commonly preserved long after all 
other parts of the animals to which they be- 
longed have decayed and disappeared. That is 
because the enamel that forms their outer coat 
is the hardest known substance of organic 
origin. Among the most extraordinary of the 
relics of a distant past are the sharks’ teeth 
which are plowed up by farmers literally by 
thousands from the soil of Virginiaand Mary- 
land. Some of these are of astonishing big- 
ness. Only the other day the writer saw and 
handled one which weighed 2 pounds. It was 


|Hinebes longand 5 inches broad at the base. 


The color of its,polished surface was a rich 
olive green. It was,in fact,a very beautiful 
object. 

Now, there are sharks to-day which attaina 
length of 4C feet. The biggest tooth belonging 











to any one of them would not be longer thana | 
man’s little finger, and its weight would hardly | 
exceed 3or4 ounces. One may then imagine 

what enormous creatures these ocean tyrants 

of long ago must have been. To suppose that 

they attained a length of 90 feet would be plac- 

ing the estimate at aminimum. But the only 

remains which they have left behind to tell 

the story of their size and prowess are the 

teeth described. The enormous numbers in 

which the latter are found convey a notion of | 
the multitudes of such ravening fishes which 

must have existed in those days. 

These great sharks were contemporary with 
the oysters described. At that period there 
was very little dry land in the world, the 
greater part of this continent not having as 
yetemerged from the ocean. What are now 
the Rocky Mountains were then merely scat- 
tered islands. Animal life was chiefly repre- | 
sented by fishes, which may he said to have 
runcreation. There were carnivorous whales 
—possibly it was a survivor of their kind that 
swallowed Jonah—and finny monsters clad in 
armor plates, of indescribable ferocity and of 
many species row happily extinct. Enormous 
reptiles swam inthe seas. Some of them re- 
sembled in all respects the modean notion of 
the Sea Serpent, attaining a length of 80 feet. 
Another species was built like a kangaroo, 
standing 30 feet high upon its hind legs, which 
were of service to the animal in wading as it 
did far out into deep water in search of sea 
weeds. Its 2,000 grinding teeth were arranged 
in magazines, and its jaws were shaped like a 
pair of salad spoons, for picking up the food 
on which it lived. There were fish-lizards, 
with heads like alligators’ and swimming pad- 
dies resembling those of the_ turtle. Phey 
lived habitually in deep water, diving to great 
depths in pursuit of prey. In order that they 
might see in the watery abysses,they had eyes 
a foot in diameter. So numerous were they 
that their petrified droppings are found in 
great quantities atthis day. A notion may be 
got oftheirsize from the fact that in a mold 
made foracast of one at the British Museum 
twenty-six gentlemen sat down to dinner. 
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What the Farmer Can Get Out of 
Uncle Sam. 








WRITTEN FOR ComFoart BY RENE BACHE. 
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HE farmer, wherever he may be, can get 
& good many things out of Uncle Sam, if 
he goes about it in the right 
way. 

To begin with, if he wants 
seeds of any sort to try, he 
has only to write to the De- 
partment of Agriculture, 
asking forthem. They will 
be sent promptly, free of 
charge, ina bundle marked 
“Official Business.” A re- 
quest for “some vegetable 
and flower seeds,” will usu- 
ally obtain ten packages of 
the former and five of the 
latter. The vegetable bun- 
dle will very likely contain a 
quart of corn,a half pint of 
beans, a half pint of peas,and 
smallenvelopes of cabbage, 
pumpkin, tomato, pepper’ 
radish, cucumber, and beet 
seeds. People often abuse 
the Government's generosity 
by applying for seeds a dozen 
times in a year. 


Uncle Sam in 1894 will pay 
more than $130,000 for seeds and the expenses 
of distributing them. The object aimed at is 
that the vegetables and flowers grown in this 
country shall be as good and pretty of their 
kinds as possible. The cabbage and cauli- 
flower seeds thus disseminated are produced 
Connecticut and New York State, especially on 
Long Island. Peas for seed come from Michi- 
gan and Wisconsin. Those got from elsewhere 
are apt to have worms in them; but the flies of 
which these worms are the young do not live 
inthe region mentioned. Carrot and lettuce 
seeds are got from California, cucumber seeds 
from Nebraska and Missouri, and seeds of 
corn, melons and onions from everywhere. 
Beet seeds are imported, and likewise nearly 
all the flower seeds. 

The plants grown from these seeds are sure 
to be the best varieties known of their kinds. 
Thusthe farmer hasan opportunity to start 
the most highly improved vegetable stocks on 
his land. If he wants to make experiments 
with new sorts of crops, which he thinks may 
grow well, he has only to write to Washington 
forthe material required to begin with. All 
the seeds are carefully tested before they are 
sent out, to make sure that they have life and 
that no weed-seeds are among them. This is 
done by sprouting samples of each batch in 
water. Of course, discretion is practiced inthe 
distribution. Tobacco seeds are not sent tothe 
Dakotas, nor are spring wheat seeds furnished 
to winter wheat States. 

Two-thirds of the Government’s seeds are 
distributed through Congressmen, to whom it 
isas well forthe farmertoapply. Each mem- 
ber gets about 5,000 packages. As a rule, they 
furnish the addresses of the person to whom 
they want the seeds sent, with free postage 
franks for pasting on the envelopes, and the 
Department of Agriculture mails them. A 
story is told of a green Representative who re- 
quested that the seeds composing his quota 
should be sent to his boarding-house in Wash- 
ington. On reaching home at night, he found 
an irate landlady almost at fisticuffs with a 
driver of a wagon who insisted on carrying up 
to the Congressman’s room about twenty huge 
sacks filled with packages of seeds. They were 
sent back. 

Useful plants, to the number of half adozen 
or so, can be obtained by any farmer from the 
Government. He has only to write to the De- 
partment of Agriculture asking for them, and 
he will receive them within a few days without 
@ penny’s expense to himself. They are dis- 
tributed for the purpose of enabling people to 
experiment with them, and, ifthey grow well, 
they will afford the finest possible stock to 
propagate from. Several huge greenhouses at 
Washington are given up to the business of 
raising them from slips. During the last year 
more than 60,000 were sent all over the country 
in response to requests. Among them were 34,- 
400 strawberries, 15.000 native and foreign 
grapes. 2,734 olives, 2,696 camphor, 3,000 figs, 
2,690 tea, and 8,600 miscellaneous. including 
oranges, currants, raspberries, coffee, vanilla, 
black pepper, pineapple. and various semi- 
tropical plants. 

On request, the Department of Agriculture 
will send seedlings of forest trees and of the 
cultivated chestnuts and pecans which bear 
chestnuts as big as horsechestnuts and pecan- 
nuts four times as big as wild ones, with shells 
sothin that they may be cracked like peanuts 
between thumb and finger. Applications 
should be framed sensibly, however; for some 
of those received ask for plants native to all 

_zones of the earth, embracing the most north- 

; ern and most tropical species—to be tried per- 
haps in hocalities where few of them could 
possibly Jive. But all reasonable demands are 
promptly complied with. Of late many people 
inthe South have been asking for olives and 
figs. which grow well in the Gulf States. 


Uncle Sam gives $750,000 a year for the sup- 
port of experiment stations in the various 
States and Territories, for the benefit of farm- 
ers. These establishments conduct such pract- 
icalexperiments in agriculture as are beyond 
tne n-eans and capacity of the average tiller of 
tuc vil to perform for himself. Each such 
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station tries to find out what crops and beasts 
can be raised most profitably in its own par- 
ticular section. Among other things, they de- 
termine the comparative value of fertilizers— 
in other words, what food plants thrive on 
best. By trial they ascertain what is the best 
diet for potatoes, tomatoes, onions,etc. Thus 
the intelligent farmer is no longer comyelled 
ua muy his manures or other enriching stuff 
ndly. 

The modern farmer has reduced his methods 
toascientific basis. He recognizes his fields 
as so much capital in bank, as it were, and 
knows just what interest he can obtain on the 
investment. Having cut 5 tons of hay, he 
wishes to find out how much plant-food he 
has drawn. Turning to his “Table for Cal- 
culating the Exhaustion and Enrichment of 
the Soil’—obtained by request from the De- 
partment of Agriculture—he finds that 5 tons 
of hay contain 155 pounds of nitrogen, 182 
pounds of potash, 41 pounds of phosphoric 
acid, 8 pounds of lime,etc. Wishing to cal- 
culate how much plant-food he will give back 
to his field with a stated amount of manure, he 
turns to another table and finds the composi- 
tion of the different fertilizers at his command. 

From other tables he finds out how much 
food, and of what kinds, will be required to 
produce a given weight in hogs, sheep, or cat- 
tle. All such things are determined with 
scientific accuracy at the experiment stations 
by practical trials, thus saving the farmer 
trouble and money. Government experts have 
devoted much attention in the arid and sub- 
arid regions of the United States to ascertain 
what grasses would grow in such soils. With 
this end in view, they have sent out skilled 
men all over the dry belt, to hunt for suitable 
grasses, with shears to clip off the eee tore 
and bags to contain them. he seeds thus ob- 
tained have been planted and carefully watched, 
to see how they did. Those which pee 
promising have been cultivated for use by far- 
mers. 

The Department of Agriculture bas been 
often condemned as paternalistic. That is 
what the farmers want. They would like to be 
taken care of in some way, as well as the man- 
ufacturers, whose industries are so painstak- 
ingly nursed by Congress. To further illus- 
trate what science is doing for the tiller of the 
soil—it was recently proposed to turn a big 
lake in California into an irrigation reservoir. 
Government experts examined the water and 
found that it lacked the elements required to 
produce fertility. So the lake was drained, 
and its bed was tnrned into first-rate farming 
land. The area concerned in this scheme of 
irrigation was as great as that of Connecticut 
and Rhode Island combined. 

Each of the experiment stations is attached 
to an agricultural college, and for the support 
ofeach such college Uncle Sam gives &20,000 
perannum. The colleges are for the education 
of better farmers. hey take the farmers’ 
sons and teach them the latest and most 
scientific agricultural methods. 
got the instruction at ordinary educational in- 
stitutions, aa would probably go off into 
business and the professions. ut graduates 
of the agricultural colleges usually go back to 
the farms, rendered more practical by the 
teaching absorbed. In some Bates the money 
appropriated for this Pprpose by the Govern- 
ment has been gobbled by colleges which have 
created agricultural features on paper for the 
sake of securing the cash. But the farmers 
have power enough to put a stop to that sort of 
abuse with their votes. 

Whatever information he desires in relation 
to agricultural matters the farmercan obtain 
by writing to the Department, which will re- 
spond with private instruction and its own 
publications bearing on the subject. All the 
most advanced knowledge is thus on tap at 
Washington for his benefit. He can ascertain 
how to destroy noxious insects, to combat 
fungous diseases of penta: to fight against 
destructive birds—in short, everything he can 
possibly want to learn as to his business he 
can get points about from Uncle Sam. 





—: 


85. PER 1000 PAID 
for distributing circulars from house to house. 
Good men wanted to work for us. WE PAY 
CASH. Have nothing tosell. Enclose stamp 
and give reference. - 8. MUTUAL ADVER- 
TISING ASSOCIATION, Chicago, II}. 











FACTS FOR FARMERS. 


It is estimated that two hundred million more bush- 
els of oats were raised this year than last, 


A good milch cow can be prostably kept for milk- 
ing purposes, until she is eight years old. 

Whenever a farmer gets a new labor-saving imple- 
ment for himself, let him buy one for his wife for the 
kitchen work. 

Save your sunflower seed for the hens. It is not 
only a good egg-producer, but makes their plumage 
thick and glossy. 

Milk and eggs are sources of revenue at all sea- 
sons, and bring in returns every day, where they are 
properly managed. 

Corn ts usually regarded as the best food for fat- 
tening hogs, but the sweet potato is ahead of it. 
Corn, however, is the cheaper. 

One-third of your crop depends upon the soil, one- 
third upon the seed, and the other third upon the 
care and cultivation you give it. 

Do not over-feed animals; feed them three timesa 
day, if they are to be fatted for market, but give 
them only what they will eat up clean. 

The Massachusetts Horticultural Society has 
proved by long experience, that apples grown in 
grassland will keep Jonger than others. 

Make all stock pens and stables warm now. by 


stopping the cracks where wind canenter. This isi 


cheaper than giving your stock grain for fuel. 
ro 


St. Vitus Dance. One bottle Dr. Fenner’s Specific 
cures. By mail, postage free. Circular, Fredonia,N.Y. 


Een eiineet nena 


A horse perspires through the 
like a man; cattle do so only toa 
hogs only perspire on the inside of thetr legs. 


Use a little of your time and energy this fall in 
draining low wet grounds; they will probably prove 
to be rich lands and the extra crop will soon repay 
you for the outlay. 


Do not waste money or time on trees for the home 
grounds that are of fancy, foreign growthz. By all 
means plant trees about the house, but give prefer- 
ence to native forest growths. 

When you put cabbages away for the winter, pack 
them closely in rows, cover the heads with straw and 
put boards over the straw. In this way you will have 
good cabbages until warm weather. 

A farmer who has made great profit on pigs, begins 
by feeding them daily a cupful of dry oats and peas, 
besides their milk; then he changes to shorts, then 
to wheat flour and winds up with corn meal. 

By 8 proper and judicious selection of bees, a very 
marked improvement in breeding and in honey will 
be noted among the hives. There is as much differ- 
ence in bees as between full-blooded and scrub stock. 


— 
MAGICIAN'S OUTFIT, 
free, consisting of Pack of Trick Cards, Pocket 
Camera, Two Magic Keys. Latest Wire Puzzle, 
Devil's Bottle and Book of Magic, Total value, 
60 cts., will be sent frce with large Catalogue if 
you enclose ten cents to cover postage. Write 
to INGERSOLL & Bro., 67 Cortlandt St., New York. 
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SPECIAL PREMIUM OFFERS, 
GRAND CLOSING BARGAINS. 
Costly Wearing Apparel Closing Out at Less Than Half Price, 


Every reader of ComFort is aware that there is a depressed market and that the manufactur. 
ers and dealers in all lines anticipated that business would be good and prices lower when the 
tariff should be changed. There was nochange in the earlier months of the year nor through 
the summer and consequently large stocks of goods were held at bankrupt prices. The pressure 
became so great that stock after stock of these expensive goods were thrown upon the market, 
and cash buyers were able to get goods at less than the manufacturers’ cost. 

COMFORT’S VAST BENEFIT SYSTEM. 

Knowing of this depression and desiring to help our millions of readers, CoMFORT has bought 
early and late in the market and turned the goods over toits readers at the most marveleng 
eeeete prices ever seen. Our readers have bought single articles at just the price you 
would have to pay if you bought them by the car load at the manufactory. There ‘ha 
never been such a slaughter in prices seen before inthe world. It is now midsummer and we 
find ourselves with quite a large stock of goods on hand, which we shall dispose of to the 
first comers without profit to ourselves. Just read what they are and order at once as we 
intend to close out this assortment immediately and prepare for a great boom of Comroat’s cir. 
culation, which will not give us time to pay any more attention to this Great Benefit System at 
present. Order at once as you will never get such a chance again. 


49 CENTS EACH. Leader in the Downward Crash, 


Chambray and Serpentine Waists Going for Almost Nothing, 


LADIES; DID YOU EVER SEE SUCH A Low 
PRICE FOR SUCH GREAT VALUE? 


These Chambray and Serpentine waists are neat, fashionable ast 
correct. They can be worn at all times in the Summer, Fall, and in th 
Winter, and are used in combination with any kind of a skirt ai] the 
year around. It is the most fashionable form of basque ever inventeg 
and is becoming tu young and old or to any Kind ofa fo:m. The moe 

opular garment which was ever conceived for womens wear. Coma 

n beautiful colors and the most pleasing dcsigns and effects, and cren 

one at the top of fashion. A manufactory fatled and Comrort bougk 
2,000 of these. They went so fast that we were obliged to bave ore 
10,000 made to fill our orders. Atthe price we paid it was a loss to = 
but we would not disappoint those who failed to get the first it 
There are just 1,525 of these waists left. We shall sell them at the 
same price as before to close out the entire lot. 


ONLY 49¢c. 


Including a six months’ subscription to COMFORT. 

These are fine in texture and made of the very best chambray cloth 
They sell from 31.00 to $1.50 at the largest stures. We shall close then 
outatalossto ourselves. Our special bargain price ts ite 
tncluding a six months’ subscription to COMFORT, each and Sc. ta 
mailing expenses, 58c. im all. Order at once as these are the jact w 
shall have. They will bestylish for the next three years or more Giw 
bust measure and state what color you prefer. 

PREMIUM OFFER. 


Send usa club of 3 yearly subscribers to COMFORT at %c. each sal 
we will send you one of these waists free for your trouble Acté 
once to get oue while we still have them. 





willsend you one of these elegant, 
richly jeweled, guld huished watches 
by axpetee for exarnioation, and if 
you think tt is equal in appearance to 
any $25.0 gold watch pay oursample 
price,$3.50,and itis yours. We send 
with the watch our guarantee thet 
you can returo it at any time withte 
one year if not satisfactory, aod if 
you eell or cause the sale of six we 
will give you Une Free. Write at 
once, as we shal! send out samples 
for 60 days only, Address 
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GOING WITH A RUSH. 


“Just as Pretty as a Picture.” 


RICH AND FASHIONABLE TEA GOWNS BEING 
SACRIFICED. 


In June we had 5,000 beautiful India tea gowns bought in one lot at a bank- 
ruptsale. They have gone like hot cakes and there is but a small partof this 
invoice left. We want to get rid of the small quantity that we have on hand. If 
you want a beautiful tea gown for general wear the coming Falf and Win- 
ter, one of which you will be proud all the time und which looks pretty and 
atylish enough to wear (oa party, and which is just as comfortable a 


dress as you ever saw, vow is your chance to get it. They. cannot be manu- 
jactured at the price for which we will sell you what are left. Fast colors; 
atrong make; firm cloth; stylish effects and the latest fashion, 
Suitable for any age and the greatest bargain that will be offered to you in 
acentury. We will close our entire lot for 98c. each.and 17c. forshipping charges, 
$1.15 in ail, including a one year's subscription to ComMForT. Give bust 
measure in ordering and state what color you prefer. This is positively the 
last opportunity you will have to get this wonderful bargain. 


OUR OFFER TO YOU. 


If you will send us a club of 6 subscribers at 25c. each, we will make you a free 
present of one of these wrappers. 


IRON CLAD CLOTHES FOR BOYS. = 
Our “Old Red School House” Suit. 
Wears Like Iron for School or Play. Worth $7.50, for $2.74 


It is just the time when you are thinking of buying a suit of clothes for som 
boy to wear through the Fall and Winter. If you go into your own store 7 
will have to pay from $6.00 to $12.00 for a suit of clothes. We havea suit wh 
sells for $7.60 in the city and wus made for this high: priced trade. Th: 
clothes will not wrinkle or shrink. They are just the kind of a suit that voor 
boy wants. They are made of good material, look well, and bave long, s!z0mt 

wear inthem. Now is your chance to get a first class suit at low price. 


COMFORT’S “OLD RED SCHOOLHOUSE” SUIT 


ts just the thing for boys. It is made of heavy cheviot clotb, single breasted 
and two re-enforced pairs of pants, and polocap. It is the best nuiteves & 
up for school and play wear and would be sold at city stores for from one 
$7.50a suit. It comes in reliable shades of brown, blue and black and tet 
made inevery particular. It is handsome and holds its shape without & ve 
ing; worth three times its price for your boy; strong, durable and ate 
Tell your neighbors where you got this suit so that they can send for ete ; 
It comes in ages from 4to 14. Sure to be satisfactory. Give age and og. 09 

WE NEUE THIS SUIT for $2.79 and wie. to pay shipping charges, %: 
all, including a one year’s subscription to COMFORT. 

YOUR por. 


PREMIUM OFFER TO SECURE THIS SUIT FOR 


he name 
Get up a club of 16 subscribers to COMFORT at 25c. each and send the nan 

and money to us and we will give you one of these “Old Red Schoolhouse suits 
absolutely free for your trouble. , 


ETON SERGE DRESS, $3.67. 
| $10 00 SUIT SOLD AT THIS PRICE. aie 
YOUR LAST CHANCE. 


We have disposed of thousands of these Eton serge suits tn the last month to 
happy ladies in every part of thecountry. With this great sale there bas not 
been the slightest disappointment, while we have received hundreds of letters ex- 
pressing the greatest satisfuction and surprise that we were able to send such a 
valuable dress for so little money. We have made another smash {n prices and 
shall Jet the balance of these high grade, thorough made, stylish cut and 
beautiful made sults go at 


; OUR SPECIAL BARGAIN PRICE OF 83.67. 

This cloth is the product of the most noted woolen mills in New England and 
was purchased ata great bargain of the manufacturer during the panic last year 
It was made into suits by the best skilled workmen. We ennnot to-day buy 
the material alone for the price of the suits all made ap. Itis atre- 
mendous bargain and will delight the beart of every lady who is fortunate enough 
to secure one of these fashionable costumes. 

; : DESCRIPTION. 

This suit comes in the latest style with empire belt, full wide skirt, full sleeves. 
and black or blue incolor. It has never sold for less than from $6.60 to $8.60 in the 
city. Fast color, strong in material, fashionable in cut and niaterial, and perfect 
in fit. In ordering state bust measure and color The skirt can be adjusted by 
We offer this wonderful suit at the low price of $3.67 each, includ: 
ink one year's subscription to CoMFoRT, and 33c. to pay shipping expenses, $4.00 
fn all. You should send orders at once. Remember this is the closing up of 
this lot. The greatest value for the money you have ever seen, Fashionable and 
sensible and sure to give perfect satisfaction, The handsomest dress in fashion: 
able attire ever sold at a popular price anywhere. Comes in blue and black. 

LAST GREAT OFFER. Get upa club of 18 subscribers to COMFORT at 23c. . 
each and we will make you a free present of one of these beautiful suits. @ 

Address, COMFORT, Augezt= 
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FARMLNG THE LOBSTER. 


WRITTEN FOR COMFORT BY RENE BAacue. 








Copyright, 1894, by The Gannett & Morse Concern. 


OBSTERS by millions 
gre being hatched out 
this summer ut Wood's 
Hole on the Massachu- 
setts coust. Government 
experts have charge of 
the work, which repre- 
sents quite a revent 
achievement of science. 
The purpose in view is 
to stock the sea with 
these toothsome crusta- 
ceans, Which haye been 
rendered so scarce by 
over-fishing as to be 
well-nigh extinct, 
ropagating lobsters artificially has 
only been understood for a short time. Neverthe- 
jess. it isa very simple matter. The eggs, obtained 
by G<ermen from the adult females, are placed In an 
ordjuary shad-hatehing jar of glass, In this recept- 
acle they ure kept healthy by o constantly cireulat- 
ing stream of sea-water. The eggs are olive green 
in color, and, as the time bf hatching approaches, 
the shells become 50 translucent that the embryo 
lobsters may be seen coiled u inside of them, They 
are avout one-third of an inch long when they come 
out. Powdered clams and crab-meat are fed to them, 
but the most suitable food is obtaided by towing nets 
ol fine gauze along the surface of the ocean, The 
surface water is filled with life, including many 
species of little shrimp-like animals, ete, These 
adord an excellent diet for lobsters that have newly 
come inte the world, 

The young lobsters are pet into the sea when they 
areonly afew days old, It would be ever 50 much 
better if they could be confined in tanks until they 
reach the age of sevenor eight weeks, then letting: 
them go. But this plan isnot practicable because 
they eateach other up, So they have to be thrown 
jato the ocean to take care of themselves at a period 
when they are the prey of almost every creature that 
swims, It is doubtful if one in a thousand survives, 
That is why the lobster-hatehing business has not 
setearned recognition as a demonstrated succces. 

The young lobster is not in the least like the adull 
of its species. It occupies the first few weeks of its 
lite inswimming about at the surface of the sea, 
affording an a petesing morsel to any fish that nay 
come along. Ie sheds its skin three times, changing 
its appearance and structure somewhat on each oc- 
easiod, until at the end of seven weeks it has at- 
tained & form somewhat resembling the full-grown 
animal. Again it drops its shell, and thereupon 
jouves the surface for good and becomes a full- 
fledged lobster, spending its existence from that 
time forth in walking about on the bottom. 

Atemale lobster produces from 12,000 to 20,000 eggs 
inabatch. They are attached to her swimmerets. 
The little lobsters hatched under natural conditions 
hold on to the mother for some days after they have 
energed from the shells. Finally, they forsake her 
and rise to the surface, where they lead such a gay 
and dangerous life for a while. Other crustaceans 
aod mollusks also, as wellas Oshes, prey upon them. 
Later on, protected by their armor of proof, they 
bavefew enemies to fear. They eat flounders and 
other bottom fishes, and with their powerful claws 
they readily crush the shells of mussels and clams, 
devouring the flesh. The big claw of the lobster is 
for crushing, and the small one for cutting. 

Fifty years ago lobsters were sometimes caught 
that weighed 40 pounds and measured as muchas 6 
feet In length. But they were nowhere compared 
with certain extinet species of lobsters which ages 
azogrewto be 8 feet long and could stretch with 
their claws 12 feet. The ability possessed by lob- 
sters, 8 well as crabs, to drop their claws is one of 
the oddest things about them. The claw cannot be 
broken off by force without causing the animal to 
tleed to death. It is by an effort of will that the 
lobster relinquishes its claws at 4 moment's notice 
rithout suffering any injury. The break alwmys ve- 
curs at one point, near the upper end of the second 
joint, where the arm is smallest and is encircled by a 
groove, It is said that loud noises, such as thander- 
claps and reports of cannon, cause lobsters to ‘slivot! 
their claws. 

Many people honestly believe that the hateling by 
artifice of lobsters and fishes isan impious interter- 
ence with Providence, Attempts have been made to in- 
troluce these valuable crustaceans to thy waters of 
the Pacific coast, but not with success, Adult lob- 
sters were Shipped across the continent and put into 
the water In good condition, but nothing has been 
seen since of them or their presumptive offepring, On 
that shore some big crawfish are found, but never a 
lobster, Rocky bottom is the proper sort of place to 
start alobster farm, inorder that the animals may 
find suitable shelter from enemies. 

The most abundant crabs on the Pacifle coast are 
the purple slhore-crabs, They swarm in muddy 
sloughs of salt or brackish waters, where hundreds 
of threatenin 
tores near when the tide is out. These crabs are 
only eaten by the Chinese, who spit them upon wires 
and roast them overa fire. The most ornamental of 
all crabs is the red rock crab, of vermillion hue, 
with spines of deep blue color, It is not eaten, but ls 
sold in San Francisco asa curiosity, a single speci- 
men sometimes fetching as much as $5. The red 
tock crab is found on the Farallone Islands and at- 
tains a weight of 7 pounds. F 

There is acrab in Japan that has aspread with its 
claws of 12 feet, but its body is small. The sv-ralled 

ainted crab of the West Indies isa land snimal. 
he species used to exist in countless numbers, 
Migrating annually to the seainacompictarmy. It 
has become almost extinct, Another queer crab is 
the “dorippe”’ of the Adriatic, which has two legs on 
iisback. If turned upside-down it can run very well 
thatway. One kind of crab is always covered en- 
tirely with growing sponge, save only its eyes, an- 
tenn and the tips of its claws, Another, native to 
California, has a neatly-made snuffbox under its 
body for holding eggs, which closes with a suap- 
fastening just like a real snuffbox. 

More strange than any of these, however, is the 
figantic cocoanut crab, found on islands of the In- 
dian Ocean, It attains a weight of 20 pounds and 
lives on cocoanuts. Climbing the tree, it plucks the 
fruit, tears off the outer husk with its claws, knocks 
in the shell at one of the eyes, drinks the milk and 
scoops out Lhe meat, For this last purpose it fs pro- 
vided with a long and narrow pair of pincers for a 
claw, Itaccumulates great quantities of cocoanwt 
fibre, which it uses fora bed. The flesh is very good, 
sudunder the tail isamass of fat which ylelds a 
quart of limpid oil, 

Among the queerest of all crustaceans are the 
“Iedy-erabs," which are abundant on the sandy 
thore of the Atlantic from Cape Cod to Florida, They 
are white, with specks of red and purple on the 
back. Dead fish are often seen covered with them, 
f any one approaches, they disappear Instantly, 
barying themselves in the sand. All being quiet 
again, an immense number of eyes and antenn@ are 
protruded, and presently the army of crabs reap- 
er These crabs furnish an important article of 
‘cod in tha market of New Orleans. 

Everywhere along the beaches are found the little 
trustaceans known as sand-fleas and sanud-bugs, 
They are nocturnal scavengers of the shore. They 
cume out at night and eat up whatever they can find, 
keeping the strand sweet and clean. With o lan- 
‘rn and a white sheet spread upss the beach, one 
may gather unlimited numbers of them for bait, and 
for that purpose they serve excellently. Oyster 
trabs ore found wherever oysters occur. They live 
inthe shells of living oysters—that is to say, the 
females do so. The males lead an entirely different 
fort of life, swimming about at the surface. Oyster 
openers obtain them in such numbers that they are 
Pickled for market, 


The “horseshoe” crabs are particularly interesting 
because they are the only survivors and near rela- 
tives of the most anclent known type of cristaceans. 
lu Delaware their capture constitutes a regular in- 
dustry. They are used for manure and for chioken- 
teed, to stimulate eeg-laying. Two millions of them 
arecaptured every year in Delaware Bay, For fer- 
tUlting purposes they are dried ina furnace, ground 
ioasteam mill and mixed with sodium sulphate, the 
product being known as “‘cancerine.” 

There isa kind of hermit crab in the West Indies 
that lives on land far from water, It is very large, 
as may be judged from the fact that the shell it lives 
in often weighs us much asa pound. At the breed- 
ing season it journeys to the sea and gets another 
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shell if it wants one, As is well known, these 
crustaceans inhabit the empty shells of mollusks, 
and as they grow bigger they must obtain larger 
houses, It ism great sightto behold three ov four 
hermitcrabs ina bowl with only one shell lo con- 
tendfor, They will use all sorts of stratagems to 
gain possession of the howoe, which ja so n ssary 
for the protection of the soft hind partsof these ani- 
mals, In writing on this subject one should not fail 
to mention the familiar Hddler erabs, which are 
found In such armies on mud-tlats, The burrow of 
one of these creatures isaverticul hole afoot deep, 
which then takes a borizontal turn, ending in 
chamber where the occupant stays when not looking 
forfood, Fiddlers feed on water weeds, ‘Their most 
marked charactistic is combativeness, 

In Europe crawfish are propazated in ponds, being 
fed on fresh meat to fatten them. They ure also 
taken at night by attracting them with flaming pine- 
knots. This crustacean hos a long horn between its 
eyes, With which it impales its prey, be it Osh or 
frog, The worstenemies of crawfish are eels, It is 
Balt that great numbers of them are killed some- 
times by thunder, though why nobody can tell. 














WHY POPCORN POPS, 
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Copyriyht, 1H, by lta Morse Concern, 


HY does popcorn pop? 


Ask the first twenty 
leurned men you can 
find, and not one of 


them will be able to tell 
you. The secret lies in 
the structure of the 
grain, which is yery 
wonderful indeed, 

In tbe centre of each 

rain of popcorn is the 
rm” of the future 
plant. It holds the vital 
element of the seed. 

What is it like’ 

Well, it is about the 
size of a large pin-head. 
Its outer coat is a mem- 
brane of woody matter, 
inside of which is an 
oily substance contain- 
ing nitrogen and phoa- 
phorus. Embedded in 
this oily substance is 





the “nucleus.” 

The “nucleus” is the true germ—the essential 
life-priuciple of the seed. It is chiefly com- 
posed of albumen, and is just big enough to be 
seen with the naked eye. Small as it is, it con- 
tains a mystery which no mai has eyer solyed, 
or is ever likeiv to solve—the mighty secret of 
reproduction. However, there are more things 
of interest to be noticed in the outer structure 
of the popcorn grain. 

Gathered around the germ are granules of 
starch, arranged in layers and so regularly 
vlaced asto resemble a crystalline structure, 
m fact, like stals, though they are not such 
these granules possess the peculiar property of 
“polarizing” light. Seen under the microscope, 
they have very beautiful germs, Between each 
two layers of them is a woody membrane, and 
covering the whole is the hard external en- 
yelope of the corn grain, composed of woody 
matter with a large proportion of mineral sub- 
stances, such as lime, silex, potash, and mag- 
nesia, 

Think what an amazing quantity of nutritious 
food is thus packed ina little space for the use 
of the embryo plant, which first absorbs the 
nitrogen and phosphorus contained in the so- 
ealled “germ” envelope, afterwards consuming 
the starch, and so getting strongand ready to 
sprout! 

A popcorn grain has precisely the same struc- 
ture asa grain of ordinary corn. It is simply a 
variety of the same species of plant. yhy, 
then, will not the common corn pop? It will 
do so, as you can find out for yourself by try- 
ing; but it does not pop nearly so well, though 
now and then agrain will do excellently. The 
reason is that the starch granules in popeorn 
are packed more tightly, and the woody mem- 
branes between their layers are thinner and 
more easily ruptured. Heat causes the water 
that isin the starch to expand, the external 
envelope is burst open, and the grain turns in- 
side out, becoming fifteen times its original 
size, Or more, and showing the pretty white 
starch outside. 

That is the reason why popcorn po 

The best popcorn is the light ye 
with small pointed grains. Many farms inthe 
West have their patch of popcorn for home 
consumption, but nearly all of the 
raised for market is produced in New Fingland. 
Astoryistold ofa Massachusetts farmer who 
had a barn half filled with popcorn newly har- 
vested and “shucked.” The building caught 
fire, the popsors opped, and an enormous 
wave of it rolled down hill, covering up the 
farm-house so that only the chimneys were to 
be seen, and the family had to be dug out by 
the neighbors with snow shovels. At present 
the business of manufacturing buttered pop- 
corn is conducted on avast seale in Chicago 
and elsewhere, millions of packages of it being 
distributed for sale all over the United States. 
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HAPPY HAPPENINGS. 


WRITTEN FOR COMFORT ny ELIZABETH VARIAN. 








Copyright, 1894, by The Gunnett & Movse Concern. 
OW many useful inventions 
have been the result of mere 
Chatice it is not easy to con- 
jecture, Certain it is that a 
number of great discoveries 
have hung upon a single 
thread, almost yet not quite 
perfected, when one little 
chance, an event in itself 
most trivin! has given to us 
the inyention which might 
Otherwise have been delayed 
for centuries, Many inyen- 
tions are the slow growth of 


instantly from the inventor's 
brain, the result of some 
happy accident, 

Among the aceldental im- 
provers of Lhe steam engine 
was afun-loving boy by the 
name of Humphrey Potter 
whose duty it was to open the 
valves for the admission of steam. This youthful 
genivs soon discovered that by uniting the valve by 
a string to another partof the machinery, the work 
would be better done and he would have more time 
for birdnesting. This arrangement, rude as it was, 
continued for some time nntil Henry Brighton con- 
structed an engine in which the valves were worked 
byarod connected with the beam, Of poor Hum- 
phrey Potter, whose genlus for fun was combined 
with so muel observation, we hear nothing further, 
Nodoubt, he became dizgusted with inventing as It 
brought him neither fame or pelfand robbed him of 
his occupation, 

One day an honest man named Joshun Heilman sat 
in his cottage in Alsace, with his head upon his hand, 
thinking over his troubles. the grentest of which was 
poverty. His daughters were many, while his dol- 
lars were few and hard to get. Upon this partienlar 
day he sat moodily watching his lovely daughters, ns 
they dressed their long golden tresses, their only 
wealth, As they combed their yellow locks he 
noticed that they drew the curling hair through their 
fingers. An idea flashed upon the lucky man. Why 
could not this process be imitated in dressing long 
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| bring his pyramid toa point he cut cardboard into | 








ages while others have sprung | 








staple (the long thread of cotton, woo! and flux), 
which had hitherto buffed all machinery? He acted 
upon the happy thought and soon constructed a 
machine with double action. By one the long fibres 
were combed out smuothly, by the other the comb 
was reversed and drew buck the short threads. The 
machine Was un entire success, wud made the fer- 
lunes of both futher and daughters, 

Once there lived in the ety of Hasrlem an old gen- 
Ueman by the name of Lawrence Coster, who kepl 
the keys of the cathedral of thutcity, One day more 
than four hundred and Ofty sears ago he went out to 


Some Barcains. Cheapest place on earth ty buy coods. 
Kuce pouts dicts, Men's jewns punts 4lets, Plauiis lover- 
rlirts Lets. Smoking tobacew por il, We. Mays! susts Oe. 
Seud for price list. (, A. WILLAKU CU..Wonewor, Wis. 

a fortune, A new 


OPIU Morphine Habit Cured in 10 
You can now grasy 
guide to ray wealth, with 240 duc ene 
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to 20 days. No pay till cured. 
Da.J.8TEPHENS, Lebanon, Ohio. 
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take an after-dinner constitutional, when he chanced TUVIngs, sent Cree lo any person. Py 
to notice Iving near i very nooth pleee of beech Wachance ofa tiletime Write sLonce. 
bark, Thonght d geutlemun was Duteh be pos- Lynn & Co. 45 Bond St. New York 
sessed all a Yankee's funey for whittling and upon NG Sih EARN ee 
this memorable walk he cut into the wood several ) HEAV ° 4 
letters, He cut them so well that he was rather FULL BEARD ~o ueras f. 
proud of them, He took the piece home, stamped AND HAIR 

the letters upon paper, and gave them to his son for é 
neopy. Afterward he thought good deal of this| IN 21 DAYS. rte. cPalatise iin 


Mtule elreumstance, He cut more letters out of wood | 


and covering them 





with ink stamped them upon 


ON EASY 


paper and finally after much work and thinking BICYC 7 $ 
stamped whole pages of letters; and so printing was A PAYMENTS 
invented, But poor old Lawrence Coster had Jittle New or 2d band, lowest prices, largest 






stock, makers & oldest dealers in U.S 
We sell everywhere. Cafalogue free. 
ROUSE HAZARD & CO. 161 G St. Peoria, IL, 





pleasure from bis discovery, One of bis apprentices 
(some people think it was John Gutenburg) ran off 
with most of his wooden type and the entire pages of a 
book he was about to print and so got the glory of 
being the first printer 

Tinted paper was the result of the accidental drop- 
ping of o bluing bag into one of the vats where 
paper Was being made. The manufacturer suppos- 
ing the stationery ruined stowed it in the warehouse 
for five years, and then sent it to London to be sold 
for whatever it would bring. Greatly to his surprise 
it sold exceedingly well, More of the same kind was 
ordered and tinted paper became the fashion, 

The invention of envelopes is within the memory 
of middle-aged persons and was the result of a 
Brighton stationer’s endeavors to muke his store 
look attractive. He took a fancy for ornamenting 
his store windows with high piles of paper graduated 
from the largest to the small To | 






and tweuty-ninecents bars this watch, Chain & Charm free. 


r Cut this Ap outand send to ap 
c larantged for 20, 7 Ears> O.D, Besrecr ro Examreanom. 


Ifnot found perfectly satisfactory and fully equalto watches advertised from 
£5.00 to #10.00 as Cold, Cold Filled or 20 Year 

TPAY A CENT, tutifentiofacwry pay the agent 
$; 2 ors and the watch la yours. Hig Catalogue free. 
GF Cuarantee! |. P. W. McALLISTER, MEMnER OF THE 
Ciry Couscit. Sf Minn polis, Minn., hereby recom 
mend this watch AND GUARANTEE every statement of this firm.e@ 
Address, Sears, Roebuck & Co., Chicago, lil. 


Please mention Comront when you write, 


No. 52, KEEN-EDGE. 


For Razors, and all Edge Tools That 
Require a Razor Edge. 


at size in use. 
very minute squares, Ladies took these cards to be 
small-sized notepaper ond yoled it "f ectly | 
lovely.” So great was the demand that the stationer | 
found it desirable to cut paper the size so much ad- 
mired, but there was one difficulty, The little notes 
were sosmull that when folded there was no space 
for the nddres4, 50 after some thought the idea of an 
envelope pierced the stationer's brain, He had them 
cut by a metnl plate and soon, so great was the de- 
mand that he commissioned a dozen houses to man- 
ufacture them for him, Prom such small beginnings 
came this important brancliof the stationery buel- 
ness, And yet who says there is po such thing as 
luck? 
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DO YOU HAVE ASTHMA? 

If you do, you will be glad to hear thatthe 
Kola plant, found on the Congo river, West 
Africa,is reported a positive cure for the disease. 
The Koln Importing Co., 1164 Brondway, New 
York,have such faith in this new discovery, that 
they are sending out free by mail, large trial 
cases of Kola Compound to all sufferers from 
Asthma, who send their name and address on a 
postal card. Write tothem. 













All kinds of wateles from $1.38 upwards.Mandsome ¢ - 
logue sent free. SAFE WATCH CO., 9 Murray St.. N.Y, 
HYPNO™ M Nutshelled. Great book: free if you 

2, subscription to Homes and HMearths, N.Y, 


Keen-Edge will sharpen the dullest Ragor Iu two 
minutes, and give it a fine smooth cutting edge. If 
Keeu-Edge is used your Razor will always be 
sharp and never need boning. Lt makes old razors 
as new, ata is warranted not to injure the 
eat razorin the least. Dou't pay 25 cents to hare 
our razor honed when a cake of ‘Kkecn-Edge will 
eep it in perfect order for years. 

Keen Edge will put @ fine smooth cutting razor 
edge on any tool in one-tenth the time It takes to 
sharpen it In any other w Razors, and all edge 
tools will hold their edge three times as lo 
cut better. Why? Because Keen-Ed 
Uflce preparation and makes « smooth strong ed 
that willl cut weil, and wear well. Every man who 
shaves needs Keen-Edge, every family, every 
shop, and every factory has some edge tools thal 
need Keen-Edge. Any one can use it successfully, 
and full directions come with every cake, The price 
isificentsacake. Agents can sell it to almost every 
man, and at nearly every house. If you sell 100 cakes 
aday, your profitls 82.75. Many agents are doing as 
weil. If you need work, order a dozen or a gross and 
try the business; if you do not need the work, order 
a cake, and know the luxury of having a rozer,e 
knife, or other edge tool always in order, sharp and 


ready for use. 
15 cents postpnid; one 














ASTROLOGICAL prediction of your life. Send 10) cts., 
day, bour,year aud place of birth, Box 2M, Olympia, Wash, 





HE Christian Herald, Edited by T. DeWitt Talmacze, 
{2 times a year at $1.50, 100 Bible House, N. Y. City. 
TH E Sweetest thing on earth,Primley sChew- 

ing Gum. J. VY. PRIMLEY, Cuicaco, ILL. 
GPUMDLES. DROP CARP EHS ia weet cei 


“a mat FREE 


HANDSOME BOOK showing anyone how to re- 
gain a perfect complexion sent tu any address for 4c. 
postage. Madume Kuppert,6 E. l4th St., New York City. 


MONEY * 


EASILY MADE. $310 4 Write 


N.Y. Latxony Works, 80 Murra ‘ tN. YT. 
safe, sure, comfortable, cleanly. Address, 




















My ELECTRIC BELT sent on TRIAL 
Give size, Dr, Judd, Detroit, Mich. Want agts- 









. One_cake, 

cakes, $1.00 postpaid; one gross cakes, 

oY EXPress, 

Address, MORSE & CO., Augusta, Maine, 
No cure, no pay. 


WE GAN CURE YOU, X2, o!r,2. 2%; 


free if you will send us the names of all 
the ruplured people you know, [) is simple, 
SUREHOLD Co., Rox C, North Windham, Muine. 


















PIANOS 4» ORGANS 


CATALOCUE FREE. Write for It. 
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The Celeb: Cc s 
fees chara ge era 
CORNISH & CO., WASHINGTON, N. J. 












Don’t Pass this By! 


- R re i | A Solid Gold Filled Hunting Case Elgin 
t 


Style Watch and a Set of Silverware, 
inch HAVANA PERFECTOS STRAIGHT TEN CE 


We want your trial order for WMiof our full size! 4 
ENT CIGARS, FRE 

34k, Solid Gold filled Elgin style Hunting c Wateh, onda 
éomely lined case containin knives and 6 forks, baud engraved, cuaranteed by 
Sterling Silver Plate Co, e willeend the Watch, Silverware and Cigars in one 
package,to any partof the Uniled States, C.0.D.28.75. Remember wedon't 
send a cheap open face watch. We positively affirm that we send 
a hunting case, clegantly engraved, full yeweled, cold (illo Wateb with a 20 year 
guarantee, as |iaudsome as any solid or gold filled watch on the market. When 






















you eee it you will eay that weare correct in making this statement, Weare 
strictly in the Cigar business and are the largest Cigar Dewlers in America. This 
offer is made eolely to gain more trade and bolds good for 6O days only. You 


have nothing to risk and all to gain. Cut this out, return it to us with your full 
name and address and we willimmediately express you the Cigare, Watch and 
Silverware for examination. After examining everything, if satiefactory, pay 
the agent 88.75 for all; otherwisedon't pay. Inetead of the Silverware you can 
@ have a Five Shooter 32 or 3 calibre double action Smith & Westen, 
hrs Cartridge Revolver. RIVERSIDE CIGAR CO., De "ts c 
° 173 and 175 Greenwich St., N, Y. City. 


METHING ENTIRELY NEW! 
THE CARBON WICK! ! 
A LIGHT NEARLY EQUAL i ELECTRIC LIGHT. 


Burns One Year. No Trimming Required. 


THE CARBON WICK 


Is a Novelty and can be Sokt on MERIT AND VALUE. 


If you are after an article that 16 ose! ny every family on this American Continent, besides Stores Saloons, Hotels 
Malls. Churehes, Rallway Cars and Stitions; a meeessity forthe whole world. You want something the 
pains luanilse y, both buyer and seller then send for tua! sumples of OUR PATENT CARBON 
WICK, and which cost but itilewill bring sou 100 per cent, profit. We lave affidavit of our Patent Carbon Wick 
bound 1040 hours With o wick 15 inches in ciren jig the last hoveas large, clear and brilliant fame 
nsat first; this without touching or trimming dur rh One of th seat Lamp Manufacturers in 
Tnvland, used in one year Tr E5,000 uf oF 1 Wicks in the 43,000 lumps mac 













BY 



























































Wick t jlomp,) and the Manufacturer writes is avbon Wick Beats them Al 

can make S00 per cent. sellin tretail We wlter nity for New England and territory East a 
Indson River with its pe tion of o¥er 8.000.000, equals te 600,000 iornilics—an Intelligent buyine ec 
mnttv—then there are e rest of Mankind tneluted in the whede continent, North West and South West. 





Yankeedom, with its population of over 60,000,000 snd 14,000,000 fimilies waiting to buy our Patent 
CarbonWick. We now offer the most itheral terms to agents, “ icle is new and meets a popular wat’. 
is light and easy to carry, pays inymiense profits, and «ells ep adily, Mediom or A wick, 6-8 i404 
wide—the size for house lu by mail, sample 5 cent#; iventa; per gross, $2.50. Small or I 
wicks for hand lamps, lant 5, ¢te., 3-8 inch wide, sample § cents; per dozen, 25 cents; per oss, S21 

Large or B wicks for table, hull, store or bracket lamps, 1 inch wide, sample 5 cents, per dozen, 24 cents; per 
gross, $3.50, D wiek, 11-2 inch wide, for incubators, hil, bracket, or store lamps, sample 8 cents; 33 cen. 
dozen; $3.50 gross, Argand wicks for parlor lamps, sample wick 8 cents; per dozen, 33 cents; per gross, 
$3.50 On all orders amounting to $10.00 accompanied by the cash, 15 percent off. Send fora sample dozen 
and see how they go. Wecan supply rou with any style Carbon Wick in any quantities, Write us about 
them. Address, OMFORT, Augesta, Maine. 
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{(ConpvuctTep By Diaitvs. 


Copyright, 1894, by TheGannett & Morse Concern. 


T is encouraging to all students of this fas- 
cinating science of palmistry to notice how 
people of intelligence and culture are con- 
sidering it seriously. Palmistry was so 
long hidden undera mass of superstition 
and mysticism that Recry used to regard 
it as the black art. ne of the most noted 
writers of to-day recently went to see 

Cheiro, the author of Comrort’s Guide to Palm- 
istry, and the most noted palmist of modern 
times, and when she came away acknowledged 
that she had always connected palmistry with 
the “black art’ until she went to him in Lon- 
don, but after he had fully told her the details 
of her childhood, described her relation to her 

arents, the separate influences both had had 
in her life,and what characteristics she had 
inherited, she was convinced that palmistry 
was ascience,and that if mothers would take 
their children to a competent palmist they 
would get valuable aid in controlling and guid- 
ing their lives. 

There are many things about palmistry, the 
ordinary observer may know which will help 
him to judge of the character of those with 
whom he comes incontact. I often notice,ina 
horse-car, the shape of a man’s ora woman’s 
hand; and sometimes they hold them, palms 
open, in such a way that I can easily read their 
life-history without their even suspecting it. 
For instance, a mother sat next me the other 
day, with a baby of eleven months. I am will- 
ing to wager a large sum that the child will not 
live to grow up, as the life-line was very short, 
disappearing entirely in the second decade, 
and the heart-line stopped abruptly under 
Saturn. 

There are many small signs which should be 
noticed. People with fingers thick and heavy 
as well as short, are more or less cruel and sel- 
fish. Athin, hard, dry palm indicates timidity 
and want ofenergy. Athick, clumsy palm tells 
of brute force and obstinacy. A hollow palm is 
avery unfortunate sign; people possessing it, 
though working hard to obtain success, receive 
but the wages of disappointment. The develop- 
ment of the joints of the fingers and thumb is 
important. With the first joint largely de- 
veloped we get ability to reason out difficulties. 
With the second joint developed we get a lean- 
ing toward science. Large hands show power 
of completion. Small hands denote ideas too 
large for the person’s power of execution. 

All these things may be read by an expert 
without any knowledge on the part of others. 
Again, long fingers show a love of detail appar- 
ent in everything, in the decoration of a room 
or in the treatment of a servant. Long-fin- 
gered people are strict and proper in manner, 
quick to notice small attentions and have a 
leaning toward affectation. Short-fingered 
people are quick and impulsive, they act by in- 
tuition, they can’t be bothered with little 
things and are inclined to jump to conclusions 
‘too rapidly. They care not much for the con- 
rentionalities of society. 

Then, there are many points worth knowing 
about the nails. Large nails, bluish in color, 
tell of weak action of the heart and bad circula- 
tion. Thin nails, if small,denote energy and 
delicate health. Fluted nails, particularly if 
wide and curved toward the top, are indicators 
efconsumption. Short-nailed people are hard 
to beat in debates; long-nailed people are more 
yielding, but are more enthusiastic at their 
work. 

A correspondent wants to know ‘What is the 
right signification of a life-line divided in two 
parts like the accompanying sketch?” As said 
sketch is not divided atall inany place, it is 
impossible to know what she means. If it is 
divided laterally, that is what wecall a break 
in the life-line and means—unless protected by 
a square or other powerfully good signigceation, 
@eath at the age indicated. If she means 
another line running parallel with it for all or 
2 part of its length, that is a good signification, 
strengthening the health and lengthening life. 

T have three hands to present to you this 
month, the senders having complied with all 
the conditions necessary to secure a cut and 
reading of the same. 

Tam sorry to say that a good many subscrib- 





E. A. M. Jr. 


ers, in Spite of all I have said on this subject, 
continue to send in drawings of their hands 
without complying with the plainly stated con- 
ditions. Iam surprised at this. It takes time 
and serious study to give correct readings, to 
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| say nothing of the expense to the publishers of 
| having your hands re-drawn as is absolutely 
| necessary, and of havingacut made from the 
| drawing. When you consider that the famous 
“Cheiro” gets five dollars for merely sitting 
down and telling his visitors the contents of 
their palm—which he can easily do in half an 
hour, the offer which the publishers of Com- 
FORT make you seems a remarkably generous 
one. 

E.A.M.Jr. has a hand that indicates good 
judgment, an even disposition and a nature 
fond of the artistic and poetic in life and capa- 
ble of appreciating it, too. On the whole, it is 
a very good hand, although it is not wholly 
free from signs of trouble. The temperament 
| however, is such that its owner will bear man- 
fully and well the ills that befall him and will 
never give up, discouraged, or cry ‘‘baby” as 
| the saying goes. His mind isevenly balanced, 
well-ordered, neat and administrative. He is 
probably exact inthought and habit, good in 
mathematics, with a taste for philosophy, 
science and moral questions. He has business 
capacity and respect for authority combined 
with moderate but excellent positive ideas. He 
is probably fond of music, also, and of a hope- 
fulnature. A tendency to ill-health is noticed 
in early life, but the health improves after the 
age of 25 or 30, although the subject will not 
| live to be much over sixty and there will bea 
| general breaking up of the health at that point. 
| The head-line is excellent, going straight across 

the hand and is clear and well-colored, indicat- 
ing good judgment, common sense and strength 
of will. he heart-line is also good, showing 
an affectionate nature and kindly temper. 
| There is, however, a slight tendency to jealousy 
which should be guarded against. He has not 











the heart. The position of the Saturnian line, 





Emma Z. 





which begins on the mount of the moon and 
goes up to the heart-line and it is confounded 
with it up towards the mount of Jupiter, is an 
infallible sign of a rich and fortunate marriage. 
In fact there are sure signs of wealth in this 
hand which is on the whole an unusually good 
and fortunate one. 

Emma Z. has a peculiar hand, one with a 
great many worry-lines. She has a rich, full 
and artistic nature, but uncertain. She 
has a nervous, active temperament with strong 
will-power, as indicated by the shape of the 
hand and fingers. The life-line {fis unusually 
strong with good health from the age of 12 or 
14 up to extreme old age. Rays across the hand 
from the mount of Venus always denote wor- 
ries and those running to the line of head in- 
dicate some trouble of the head at the age 
signified, which may bring about an illness. A 
loss of money is indicated by the star in the 
centre of the triangle of the hand, at about this 
age also, which may or may not be connected 
with the head-trouble. She will be married 
once and that at near the age of 25. She isan 
ambitious girl and will in some degree attain 
whatever she strives for. She has self-reliance 
and ability. She will be sensible in her affec- 
tions and will be guided by reason and common 
sense. Later in life she will be subject to pal- 
pitations of the heart and will have some un- 
= experiences in love matters, as shown 

the many cross-lines on the line of heart. 
She will, however, be fortunate in the main, 
and will be possessed of versatile talents. She 
would, under proper conditions, paint well, 
sing some, play the piano and be generally ac- 
complished, but would divide her attention too 
much among different branches to excel in any. 
The split in the head-line, which gives the ap- 
pearance of a double line some two-thirds of 
the Way across,is a strengthening sign, and 
will bring good fortune and inheritances. The 
star on Jupiter’s mount also promises good 
luck and a happy marriage. Her love of teas- 
ing, however, may make her enemies. She has 
& great many cross-lines in her hand, which as 
I have already indicated, are worry-lines, and 
insome places forma grill—which are other 
certain indications of worry and torment, but 
she has also some excellent signs and will in 
the main lead a happy and fortunate life. 

The hand of “H. W.” Brooklyn, N. Y., is also 
a complicated one, having both good and bad 
characteristics. Its owner has a_ practical 





been, or will not be entirely free from griefs of | 





nature with good common sense and judgment 


combined with a love of neatness and order 
and artistic appreciation. If anything, she is 
lacking in will-power and should carefully 
cultivate the faculty that old Davy Crockett 
adopted: ‘‘Be sure you’re right and then go 
ahead.’ She has a good deal of self-reliance, 
however, and is usually pretty “sure she is 
right.’? She will not live to be much over fifty 
or sixty and will have some serious trouble 
with the head between the ages of 25 and 30. 
She will recover from it, however, and enjoy 
good health for some years afterward. She 


will be likely to marry more than once and the 
first marriage will 


e an unfortunate one. 





“H. W.’? BROOKLYN, 


There are signs of ultimate success and happi- 
ness, however, so that she need not feel dis- 
The principal advantages of the 
sciences of palmistry and astrology are that 
they invariably prove that the darkest day has 
an ending; that whatever troubles we may 
have, they are only fleeting and better luck lies 
ahead. There are several signs of wealth in 
| “H. W.’s” hand. 

Now please read again the following offer. I 
am sure nothing could be fairer. 

Send us six new subscribers to Comfort with 
21.50 to pay for them one year, and a drawing of 
both your hands, and we will print description 
| of same under your initials or assumed name 
| in Comfort. 

Those of you who cannot do this are recom- 
mended to take steps to procure our new Guide 
| to Palmistry. Every one should read our 

OFFER. 

To every paid-up yearly subscriber to Comfort, 
who will mail uswithin 30days the names and 
addresses of two new yearly subscribers (together 
with 50 cents to pay for same), we will send 
Comfort’s Guide to Palmistry postpaid and free 
of charge. 

All letters must be addressed Comfort’s Pal- 
mistry Club, Augusta, Maine,and the names and 
j addresses of two subscribers must in every 
ease be given in a plain, readable hand, and 
accompanied by the money to pay for subscrip- 
tions. 

Besides many other points of interest, the 
book contains directions for taking full and 
complete impressions of your palms, which can 
be sent by mail for reading by experts. 
| It must be distinctly understood that the 
above book is not for sale, it cannot be bought 
anywhere, it is specially gotten up for and 
copyrighted by Comfort, and it is the latest, 
newest thing out. It must not be confounded 
with any other work on palmistry. 
quently it will pay everyone to become a mem- 
ber of this Palmistry Club at once. 
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couraged. 
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51.5 SWEAR +> FEAR, 
TAKING UP CARPETS THE OLD WAY. 
MAKES PLAY OF WORK weovesrawano 











| . WORLDS FAIR 
bja Taek Puller sven se 
9 SOLD EVERYWHERE. 


ACENTS WANTED. 


MERIGAN SPECIALTY @ 


HARTFORD. CONN. 











To introduce goods quickly I make this liberal offer: I 
will give any lady One Dozen Tea Spoons, Heavy Silver 
plated, latest artistic design, warranted to wear, who 
will dispose of 1 dozen boxes of Hawley's Corn Salve 
(eure Warranted) among friends at 2ic a box. lask no 
money in advance, simply send your name; I mall you 
salve postage paid. When sold you send the money and 
1 will mail you the 1 dozen handsome Tea Spoons. [ take 
salve back if you can’t sell. L run all the risk. Address 


R. D. HAWLEY,Chemist, Berlin, Wis. 


I5c. FOR RAZOR STEEL 25c. KNIFE 
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Conse- , 


Dr. Isaac Brooks, a no’ 
“Tt’s a safe and powerful fat 
simple that ANY CHILD can 

Mr. Charles eee of 

ysit reduced his we! ght 


: 
@ 26 Ibs. in One Month, 
It is‘purely vegetable’ and r 
est and. best. remedy in hewenninne orld in 
ment of obesity. Oo Sta No 
f this remarka! 


Ys SHOE 


{tS THE . 
NO SQUEARING 





oney by wearing the 

W. L. Douglas $3.00 Shoe, 

Because, we are the manufacturers of 
this gradeof shoes in the wor and pustenten tee 
value by stamping the name the 
bottom, which protect you against 
the middleman’s profits. Our shoes 
Ln adhe in fren ony fitting and bo 

ehave them sold everywhere 
the value given than any other make. Bo sud- 
stitute. If your dealer cannot supply you, we can. 


CRESCENT Bicycles 









For-24 in. 
Boys’ and 


$40 Cirls’ Wheels 
Crescent Art Catalogue FREE. 


Western Wheel Works, 
Chicago and New York 


TOBAGCO FREE 


It takes 16c postage to mail one pound. Send this amount ant 
describe what you have been using and we will mail samples 
© five or more brands that will please Chewing and 
Smoking (all styles) from 5c to age Ib, Buy from the ets 
direct and save so to i ‘We pay express and freigit 
charges on all orders over 5 lbs. Prites same to al 





PIEDMONT TOBACCO CO., Winston, N.C. 


Single blad 
) jack knite; special offer: sample, postpaid, 48¢.; five for $3; hisie 
warranted. 


, and our 80 page list. Cut is exa 


Family shears, best steel, 7 inch, 60c. 
knife and shears, pos 
ound razor, $1.25; 
Riterw: ; 
= . 8 TI80, “] 
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DON'T PAY A 


For this BEAUTIFUL, Stem-wind and 
unless you find it the 
of, WORTH THREE 
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PERFECT 

IN you ever san ct 
watebes advertisn! 

Filled, Gold 


@RANDEST BARC 


other houses at 83.00 to 87.00as Gold, oe 


Silver, Silverine, Ete. If Found 


factory and ali wo claim pay 
ONE DOLLAR inti $1.95, 


Express Ch and the wateh 
ex-CUT TIS ad‘ou and sad toes ant es wend 


to your nearest express office to examine. 68 pend ext 

OUR GRAND 0 ! fait 

we will send the watch by registered mall “ 

send you FREE a fine Gold Plated Chain and 

c also the CONSUMER" 

a beautiful book of 324 

trated, bound with a fine 

a book worth far more to you 

than the price of the 

Good for 60 ! 

Otfer to get new customers. 

you may never have 
Sears, Roebuck & 


CUARANTEE! We, the 
paper, are personally acq! 
and our readers can 


